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Arafat leaves early for Britian visit 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat left a 
day early Sunday for an official visit to Britain ro enroll London's 
belp in promoring the peace process following the right-wing 
victory in Israel's elections. Mr. Arafat left his Gaza G'ty 
headquarters a day earlier than scheduled but contrary to earlier 
reports did not to fly out of the newly inaugurated Palestinian 
airport at Rafah, in the south of the Gaza Strip officials said. Mr. 
Arafat's personal jet flew into the airport earlier the same day 
from Ai Arish, Egypt, in a symbolic christening or the unfinished 
facility (see page 12} and officials had said the Palestinian leader 
would use the airport for the firei rime Monday to fly to Londaon. 
i| Instead Mr. Arafat left by car for AI Arish. from where he was to 
fly to Cairo and then on to London, his office said. There was no 
explanation for the change of plans and Israeli officials said they 
bad not intervened to block the flight. ' 



iaijjV l 4 dK.nl! (j£ Oj tiVfl fU i * J jw 44*3* juli gtjjja. 


\Y 



Arab Bank pic Investment Funds 

Managed Currency Fund 
International Bond Fuad 
Asia Pacific Growth Fund 

Products with proven track record, for long term 
investors Tor more information and application form 

please contact uur International Private Banking 

Amman Tel : 6SS210 Fax: 68SI98 

London Tel : (44 1711 3158553 Fax: 6002617 
Singapore Tel : i065l 5330055 Fax: 5322150 


Volume 21 Number 6237 


AMMAN MONDAY, JUNE 3, 1996, MUHARRAM 17, 1417 


Price; Jordan ISO Fib 


sgo 
files for 
)tcy 

1 aliform,, 
ir now. 
iph.«n\ hi 
'v‘ o! plai- 
l he iinik 
the hoarij 
input. ! 
I S H;uil- 
here Iuf 
llion in le 

> mphony 
i $0.4 tt 
die 2.2$ 
Syniphon 
!»i be sob 
cn't ben 

> and k 
Hod to In 
J perf« 
tiuL’gle if 
wt.illy hi 
i one f« 
if last tin* 
\ the 'tin- 
in tor l> 
ommuniP 
!fl re'ivai 

eial cn-iv 
I. treed it-' 
ssion. I® 


picked 

‘worst 


.. \fc- 

a d rnm 

v 

,r\i Si»*' 

fl, NlltlK 

j teml* 
miiHk' b 
ne luW 
ake •' ^ 
u: ain't k 

,’m* ** 

,, ..i * 
i !% ireiu -i #j. 
Meinf’ 

.»n 


>nr 
,.nJ '* ■ 

i.ui.uii*'* 

-eein 

Sill‘d 

Z’J 

.: i ,N.|n 3 

>i i“' 

\ 1‘U'" , 

IS 

Hi..i r 

Mk.y 

A 

u, ; I * 
i ,u ^ 


V > " j|i 

»* : V 

\**i 

...IIP 


Princess Basma meets 
Arab fund head 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma on Sunday received 
Chairman of the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De- 
velopment Abdul Laiif AI 
Hamad. Princess Basma 
briefed Mr. Hamad on the 
activities of the Queen Alia 
Fund in providing citizens 
with income-generating pro- 
jects and help them market 

• their products. Princess Bas- 
ma stressed the role of Jorda- 
nian women in public life in 
all aspects, pointing to the 

. National Committee for 
J Women Affairs, the national - 
strategy to improve the sratus 
of women and their participa- 
tion in constructing the King- 
dom's economy on equal 
footing with men. In an inter- 
view with Jordan TV. Mr. 
Hamad said he will sign an 
agreement with Minister of 
Planning Rima Khaiaf where- 
by the fund will provide SI 00 
million to finance Aqaba 
power plant. He also said 
that he will discuss with Dr. 
Khaiaf cooperation between 
Jordan and the fund for the 
coming years. 

Airport gets new 
weather system 

AMMAN (Petra) — De- 
putising for His Majesty King 
Hussein, Minister of Trans- 
• port Naser Lawzz on Sunday 
V inaugurated a JD. 660.000 
automatic meteorology sys- 
tem at Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport. The new sys- 
tem will provide information 
on weather conditions to air- 
crafts. It will also provide the 
control tower and the radar 
control centre with informa- 
tion on visibility, speed and 
direction of winds, clouds, 
temperature, and humidity 
and • air pressure. Also on 
Sunday Mr. Lawzi chaired a 
meeting to discuss a study on 
upgrading Jordanian air- 
ports, carried out by a Dutch 
consulting company. The 
project will be carried out at 
a cost of JD 2.5 million, 40 
per cent of which will be 
provided as a gift from the 
Dutch government. The re- 
maining 60 per cent will be 
provided in the form of a soft 
--a Dutch loan. 

" Turkish Islamic party 
vows to annul 
accord with Israel 

CAIRO (AFP) — Turkey's 
pro-Islamic Welfare Party 
will cancel a military accord 
with Israel if it comes to 
power, Abdullah Gul. the 
party’s deputy leader re- 
sponsible for foreign rela- 
tions. said in an interview 
published Sunday. "Welfare 
will nullify the Israeli-Turkish 
military accord if it comes to 
power and the United States 
will not be able to pressure us 
in the matter.” Mr. Gul told 
the Arabic newspaper Ai 
Hayai. "We do not accept 
any accord with Israel even if 
similar accords have been 
struck with other countries," 
he said. The accord, which 
^ allows the Israeli air force to 
train at Turkish bases and 
vice versa, raised cries of 
protest from Arab countries, 
especially Syria and Egypt. 
Mr. Gul said his party had "a 
constructive dialogue" with 
Cairo, Damascus and Khar- 
toum. adding that "for Tur- 
' key’s strategic interests, we 
need a strong Syria, Egypt 
and Sudan.” 

Sudan accepts unity 

with Egypt, Libya 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar AI 
Bashir said Sunday country is 
prepared to unify with Libya 
and Egypt in line with a 
proposal by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. “Sudan 
supports the call by Qadhafi 
for integration and unity of 
Sudan. Libya and Egypt.” 
General Bashir said during 
talks wiht a Libyan envoy, 
-a. Suleiman AI Shahumi. 
; / quoted by the state news 
agency SUNA. “Sudan is 
ready for immediate meet- 
ings of the three countries at 
any level to discuss the 
issue,” he said. Col. Qadhafi 
called for unification of the 
three neighbours during a 

• five-day visit to Cairo last 
week. 


Netanyahu appeals 
for Israeli unity and 
peace with Arabs 

Premier-elect pledges to pursue negotiations, 
urges Arab states to join ‘the circle of peace’ 
Christopher says U.S. may have to adapt policy but 
new Israeli leader has reassured U.S. of commitment 

Netanyahu keeps cards to himself- in coalition talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister-elect Be- 
nyamm Netanyahu appealed 
Sunday for unity among 
Israelis and peace with 
Palestinians and Israel's 
neighbours in his first speech 
since the right-wing victory in 
national elections. 

“Peace begins at home.” 
Mr. Netanyahu told a 
boisterous gathering of 3;000 
militants from his nationalist 
Likud Party celebrating his 
victory over Labour incum- 
bent Shimon Peres in Israel's 
first direct election for prime 
minister. 

Acknowledging the deep 
divisions in Israeli society 
over how to proceed with the 
troubled peace process. Mr. 
Netanyahu said. "Israeli soci- 
ety is broken into competing 
currents. It must learn pati- 
ence, mutual respect.” - 

"First we must make peace 
among ourselves,” he. said, 
declaring 'himself “the prime 
minister of everyone. Jews 
and non-Jews, long-time resi- 
dents and new immigrants.” 

“We must also continue on 
the path to peace with the 
outside world,” he con- 
tinued. 


“We want to pursue the 
dialogue with all our neigh- 
bours to obtain a real peace, 
a peace with security,” he 
said, returning to theme 
which dominated his cam- 
paign for last Wednesday's 
elections. 

“I said the peace remains 
at home, but it has to be 
continued abroad." Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “We intend 
■to further the process of dia- 
logue with all our neighbours 
to reach a stable peace, a real 
peace, a peace with secur- 
ity" 

Mr. Netanyahu's 30- 
minute speech was the first 
glimpse of what positions he 
will take m office. He will 
formally take over after 
forming a coalition govern- 
ment during the 45-day 
period allowed. 

“The government we will 
form in a few days, with 
God's help, will strengthen 
the peaceful relations that 
have already been estab- 
lished with Jordan and with 
Egypt and will continue the 
negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians," the Likud Party lead- 
er said. 

"And we will also work to 


further peace deals and 
coexistence with other Arab 
states. I call on them also to 
join the circle of peace." Mr. 
Netanyahu said in his victory 
speech. 

The phrase “circle of 
peace” was often used by the 
United States, which had 
backed Mr. Peres. 72. as the 
man who had guided Middle 
East peace talks this far. 

“Israel and America are 
like a rock,” Mr. Netanyahu. 
46, said of Israel's most im- 
portant ally. “Our rela- 
tionship is based not on in- 
terest but on friendship.” 

In Geneva, U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
signalled that the United 
States may have to adapt its 
Mideast policy in light of the 
Israeli election but said it was 
too soon to make any 
changes. 

He made his comments in 
interviews after a telephone 
conversation with Mr. 
Netanyahu, who assured Mr. 
Christopher he would con- 
tinue pursuing the peace pro- 
cess. 

"We have to find out what 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres: Israel must honour 
peace accords with PLO 

Outgoing cabinet says it is leaving 
Hebron withdrawal to Netanyahu 


TEL A'VTV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
said on Sunday in his first 
public appearance since los- 
ing Israel's election that the 
Jewish state must honour its 
peace accords with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) even if it does not like 
Yasser Arafat's “dreams.” 

“Right now our nation 
must respect the agreements 
that we have achieved even if 
we don't like the dreams that 
our partners may have.” he 
said in an emotional speech 
in an outdoor ceremony at 
the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Peres said Mr. Arafat. 
Israel's partner to several 
peace accords, had dreams 
no different than those of 
Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat, who made peace with 
Israel in 1979 when it was led 
by Mr. Peres’s Likud party 
rival. Menachem Begin. 

Mr. Peres said it was a 
good thing that. Israel chose 
to focus on Sadat's actions 
rather than his words. 


“We have to reach an 
agreement with the Syrians 
and an agreement with the 
Lebanese. We don’t have a 
choice, they ; don't have a 
choice. The only alternative 
— still bloodshed and dark- 
ness and disappointment." he 
said. 

Mr. Peres thanked U.S. 
President Bill Clinton for 
leading an international 
coalition against “terrorism." 
Mr. Peres called Mr. Clinton 
“a great president ... who 
devoted much of his talents 
and time to help us to come ‘ 
together." 

Earlier Sunday, a cabinet 
statement said Mr. Peres will 
not pull Israeli soldiers out of 
parts of the West Bank city of 
Hebron before right-winger 
Benyamin Netanyahu takes 
office. 

The strongly worded state- 
ment put the prime minister- 
elect on the spot, stressing 
that Israel was committed to 
the redeployment in the eyes 
of the world and under its 
peace deals with the PLO. 


Mr. Netanyahu has said 
that he opposed leaving Heb- 
ron. 

"This a test for the new 
government in Israel." said 
Hebron Mayor Mustafa Nat- 
she. adding that any Netany- 
ahu failure to implement 
peace agreements signed by 
the outgoing Labour govern- 
ment could spur the Palesti- 
nians to violence. n 

Mr. Peres delayed the par- 
tial pullout, originally sche- 
duled for March 28. after 
suicide bombings . killed 59 
people in Israel in February 
and March. 

"The matter will be trans- 
ferred to the incoming admi- 
nistration to deal with." the 
cabinet statement said, not- 
ing that Israel had made an 
"international commitment"’ 
to hand over West Bank 
cities to Palestinian self-rule. 

' The redeployment must 
take place about a month 
after the understanding with 
the Palestinian Authority was 

(Continued on page 7) 


King visits 
army units 

His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday addresses soldiers 
during a visit he paid to armed 
forces units. The units that the 
King visited included the AI 
Hussein central workshops, the 
Royal Maintenance Corps,, 
which is rebuilding armoured 
vehicles, the ’Fifth Royal 
Armoured Division and the AI 
Hussein Second Mechanised 
Battalion. The King was 
accompanied on the visit by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah and Prince Aii, Prime 
Minister and Defence Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Khasawneh 
and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Mirai (Armed 
forces photo I 



Trilateral summit is on schedule 
at Aqaba on Wednesday - King 


By a Jordan Times Staff reporter 
with agency dispatches 


AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has affirmed 
that plans were on track for a 
summit in Aqaba on Wednes- 
day grouping himself with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
that he was convinced that 
Israeli right-wing Premier- 
elect Benyamin Netanyahu 
would pursue the Middle 
East peace process. 

Speaking in an interview 
with four foreign journalists 
on Saturday, the King also 


said a chance should be given 
to Mr. Netanyahu to "shoul- 
der his responsibilities.” 

King Hussein said the sum- 
mit between Jordan. Egypt 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) would take 
place on June 5 in Aqaba 
without Mr. Netanyahu. 

The King said the changes 
taking place in Israel would 
not allow Mr. Netanyahu to 
take up an invitation to 
attend the meeting, but that 
be hoped u a later summit will 
bring us together after he 


(Netanyahu) had formed his 
government.” 

Earlier Saturday a senior 
Jordanian official had said 
the date of the Aqaba summit 
would not be set until Mr. 
Netanyahu had formed his 
government. 

King Hussein, who is due 
to visit the United States in 
the next few days, told jour- 
nalists late Saturday that “the 
idea of inviting the Israeli 
prime minister to take part in 
the tripartite summit had 
been floated in Cairo" on 
May 12. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
Mr. Arafat and King Hussein 


met in Cairo on May 12 anu 
agreed to meet again in June. 

They had planned to invite 
Israel's incumbent Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, an 
architect of Israel's peace 
agreements with the Palesti- 
nians and Jordan. 

The June 5 summit will 
now centre on relations be- 
tween the three parties in the 
light of the Likud leader's 
victory in Israel's elections. 

in his comments on Satur- 
day. the King also confirmed 
that attempts had been made 
to carry out extremis; attacks 

(Continued on page 7i 


GCC decries Iran 
military build-up 


RIYADH (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab foreign ministers on 
Sunday accused Iran of a 
military buildup which posed 
a "serious threat" to the re- 
gion and warned it against 
meddling in unrest-hit 
Bahrain. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Oman are “concerned" ab- 
out an Iranian buildup which 
“exceeds its ordinary and 
legitimate defence: needs." 
the minsiters said in an un- 
usually harsh statement. ’ 

The buildup “constitutes a 
serious threat to peace and 
security in the region," the 
ministers of the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states added following a regu- 
lar meeting in the Saudi 
capital. 

“The council urges the in- 
ternational community to de- 
ploy efforts so that the Gulf 
region is protected from 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion." the statement said. 

The ministers also called 
on Iran “not to interfere in 
the internal affairs of Bahrain 
and other member countries, 
and not to resort or encour- 
age acts of sabotage, and to 
respect the sovereignty and 
independence of council 
states.” 


The official Bahraini press 
in January openly accused 
Iran of imenting the unrest 
which has been led by Shiite 
Muslims demanding a res- 
toration of the parliament 
suspended in 1975 by the 
authorities. 

At least 22 people have 
died in the unrest since it 
erupted in December 1994. 

Iran rejects allegations of 
involvement, while Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman has called 
the crisis in Bahrain and in- 
ternal crisis that required a 
solution from within. 

The GCC also condemned 
"repeated Iranian measures" 
concerning the strategic Gulf 
islands of Abu Mussa. Grea- 
ter Tunb and Lesser Tunb. 
which the L*AE claim belong 
to it. 

It expressed “the concern 
of member countries toward 
Iran's stubborness in pur- 
suing its policy of provoca- 
tion and fait acompli.” 

“The council calls on Iran 
to agree to submit the dispute 
to the arbitration of "the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice.” it con- 
cluded. 

In Amman on Friday, the 
chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General John 
Shalikashvili. warned that 
Iran was seeking to "destabil- 
ise" the region. 


PNA seeks help to 
block Israeli move 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
has asked Jordan to mediate 
with Israel to hall a reported 
plan by Israeli Prime 
Minister-elect Benjamin 
Netanyahu to shut down the 
PNA "representative office 
in East Jerusalem. Palesti- 
nian Ambassador to Jordan 
Omar Ai Khali b said Sunday. 

Mr. Khatib *aid the re- 
quest was made by Faisal A! 
Husseini. who is in charge of 
the Jerusalem portfolio in the 
PNA. during a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

"We warned to update Mr. 
Kabariti with the latest de- 
velopments and keep close 
coordination with Jordan re- 
garding Jerusalem." Mr. 
Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. 

He hires&ed that the PNA 
would seek jhe intervention 
of the sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process if Mr. 
Netanyahu carried out the 
reported plan to shut down 
the Orient House. 

"We have agreements with 
Israel and if the Israelis chose 
to dishonour these agree- 
ments we will have to ask 
other parlies that arc in- 
volved in the peace process to 


intervene. Mr. Khatib said. 

Mr. Husseini's writ came 
one day after Jerusalem’s 
Israeli mayor announced that 
Mr. Netanyahu would shut 
down the Orient House. 

The Orient Huuse official- 
ly served as a headquarters 
for the Palestinian delegation 
to peace talks with Israel. 

Right-wing Israelis have 
often complained over 
Palestinian diplomatic activi- 
ties at i he Orient House 
which they considered an in- 
fringement m Israel- 
"sovereignty" over its "indi- 
visible and eternal capital." 

After his meeting with 
Mr. Kahariii. Mr. 'Husseini 
told reporters that the PNA 
was hoping for new level of 
coordination between the 
PNA and Arab countries re- 
garding Jerusalem. 

"Arab count ries should 
adopt new tactics in order to 
cope with the new political 
situation in Israel." Mr. Hus- 
seini said in a statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. ‘The recent 
changes requires closer coor- 
dination between Arab 
countries.” - . 

According tn the 1 U V3 
Palestinian- Uracil declara- 
tion of principles the l.ite of 
Jerusalem should be deter- 
mined in the tinal status 
negotiations whiJi began last 
nn mill in Tahn. Egypt. 


Approval rating of government has fallen, opinion poll finds 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The rating of 
the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and in terms of 
performance in the first 
100 days in office has fall- 
en to varying degrees from 
expectations when his gov- 
ernment took office in Feb- 
ruary, an opinion poll has 
found. 

However, the rating of the 
prime minister himself 
remained higher t han that 
of the government, the 
opinion poll, conducted 
between May 17 and 19, 


showed. 

The opinion poll, carried 
out by the Centre far 
Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan, 
found that among the gen- 
eral public, 32.2 per cent 
now believe Prime Minister 
Kabariti had" “to a large 
extent” successfully shoul- 
dered the responsibilities of 
the present stage. 

This compares with 45.5 
per cent who felt the same 
way in a similar poll con- 
ducted between Feb. 6 and 
10. The Kabariti govern- 
ment took office on Feb. 4. 

Among public opinion 
leaders, a different group of 


target audience addressed 
in the polls, the rating went 
down to 1S.9 per cent from 
51.7 per cent. 

The “general public” 
included 1,200 respondents 
over 19 years in age select- 
ed at random throughout 
the Kingdom while “public 
opinion leaders” involved 
678 former and serving 
members of parliament and 
former officials, including 
ministers, and secretaries- 
, general of ministries, for- 
mer and current political 
party leaders, public fig- 
ures. union leaders, busi- 
nessmen, journalists, writ- 
ers, artists, professors and 


university students, the 
centre said. 

The poll was conducted 
on samples selected in 
accordance with standard 
statistical principles and 
criteria, the centre said. 

Following are the main 
findings of the survey (fig- 
ures in brackets indicate the 
finding of the February poll 
for comparison purposes); 

On the performance of 
Prime Minister Kabariti: 

Among the general pub- 
lic: 

— 40. 2 per cent believe 
that the prime minister was 
successful in shouldering 
his responsibilities, to “a 


large extent” (51.7 per 
cent); 

— 37.4 per cent said to “a 
medium extent” (32 per 
cent); 

— 6.8 per cent to “a lim- 
ited extent” (1 1.6 percent) 

— 7.3 per cent said they 
saw Mr. Kabariti bad failed 
in this task (4.6 per cent). 

Among public opinion 
leaders: 

— 37.8 per cent to a 
“large extent” (45.5 per 
cent). 

— 37.3 per cent to a 
“medium extent” (34.5 per 
cent). 

— 13.2 per cent ro a 
“limited extent” (5.5 per 


cent). 

— 8.2 per cent said they 
saw ihe government inca- 
pable of this task (2.7 per 
cent). 

On the government's 
ability- to shoulder respon- 
sibilities: 

Among the general pub- 
lic: 

— 32.2 per cent believe 
the government is to a iarge 
extent capable of shoulder- 
ing the responsibilities (38 
per cent) 

— 43 per cent believe the 
government is capable of 
shouldering the responsi- 
bilities to "medium extent” 
(4321 per cent). 


— 5.7 per cent believe 
the government is capable 
of shouldering the respon- 
sibilities to a "limited 
extent” ( II .4 per cent). 

— 10.3 per cent saw the 
government as unable to 
shoulder the responsibili- 
ties (7.2 per cent). 

Among public opinion 
leaders: 

— 18.9 per cent believe 
the government is to u large 
extent capable of shoulder- 
ing this stage’s responsibil- 
ities (30.1 percent). 

— 49.1 per cent believe it 
is Capable to a "medium 
extent" (46.9 per cent). 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel must honour 
its peace agreements 
— Indian lawmaker 


First public spy chief takes 
over troubled Mossad 


Prosecution sums up its 
case in Islamists’ trial 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Regardless of 
the change in its political 
leadership, Israel is duty- 
bound to honour its agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
and the international com- 
munity expects the Jewish 
state to abide by the revelant 
UJM. Security Council reso- 
lutions, a prominent Indian 
politician said Sunday. 

KJVL Khan, a member of 
Rajya Sabha (upper house 
of parliament), also said be 
agreed with the Jordanian 
and Egyptian stand that the 
victory of right-wing leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu in last 
week’s elections need not 
necessarily stall the peace 
process. 

In any case, it is “too pre- 
mature'’ to form an opinion 
about Mr. Netanyahu’s 
approach to the peace 
process, said Mr. Khan, a 
veteran expert on Arab 
affairs in the Congress (I) 
Party of former Prime Min- 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao, 
noting that the Likud leader 
had not made any public 
commen ts on the issue after 
winning the elections. 

While Mr. Netanyahu’s 
pre-election statements were 
indeed “disturbing,” it 
should also be remembered 
that “the promises that a 
candidate makes while run- 
ning in elections” could 
simply remain promises 
when “he assumes the chair 
of power,” said Mr. Khan, 
Asian coordinator of the 
non-governmental Coordi- 
nation Co mmittee on Pales- 
tine. 

Furthermore, said Me 
Khan, die Palestinians have 
signed agreements with “the 
government of the state of 
Israel and not a poltical 
party or individual” and die 
“agreements are guaranteed 
by world powers.” 

As such, Israel, regardless 
of the political colours of its 
leadership, is committed 
under international law to 
respect and honour all 
agreements it has made with 
external parties, including 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuier 


FUHA1S — Despite public abuse 
and a taboo on eating peak by the 
vast majority of Jordanians, Assad 
Bourqan says business is booming 
in the Kingdom's first licensed 
pork butchery. 

“Business cannot be better” 
Bourqan told Reuters inside the 
small shop that he opened in this 
largely Christian town near 
Amman in mid-1995. 

Previously, pork was available 
only as frozen imports or as unli- 
censed sales by a couple of local 
farms selling directly — and dis- 
creetly — to the public. 

“Half of my customers are 
locals; the rest are foreigners, 
diplomats and ambassadors who 
have become regular clients," 

His butcher is an Iraqi Muslim, 
who like tens of thousands of his 
compatriots fled the political and 
economic turmoil since the 1990- 



KALKhan 

the Palestinians and others, 
be said. 

As for as India and the rest 
of the international commu- 
nity are concerned, Israel *1$ 
obligated to implement 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions 242, 
338 (on Palestine) and 425 
(on Lebanon),” said Ml 
K han, who hails from the 
southern Indian state of 
Hyderabad. 

Mr. Khan summarily 
rejected the notion that with 
the signing and implementa- 
tion of the autonomy agree- 
ments between die Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) and Israel the con- 
cerned Security Council res- 
olutions had become dead 
letters. 

“This is not the position of 
the United Nations, which 
believes- that these resolu- 
tions are very much applica- 
ble and Israel is duty bound 
to apply them” in the con- 
text of the final status nego- 
tiations between the Pales- 
tinians the Jewish state, Ml 
K han stressed. 

The Indian politician, who 
is on a private visit to Jordan 
on his way back from 
attending a U.N. meeting on 
Palestine in Cairo, described 
die role of the U.S. in the 
Middle East peace process 
as “not very satisfying,” par- 
ticularly when it comes to 
the objective of implement- 
ing the relevant U.N. resolu- 
tions. 


‘The U.S. is slowly 
losing its credibility as an 
honest mediator in the 
region because of its bias 
towards Israel,” said Ml 
Khan. Such bias, be added, 
“is exceeding the limit of a 
good relationship between 
two countries” added the 
politician, who often serves 
as spokesman for the 130- 
million Indian Muslim com- 
munity. 

Ml Khan, who visited the 
U.N. camp at Cana, South 
Lebanon, where more than 
102 civilians were killed in 
an Israeli rocket attack last 
month, cited as an example 
Resolution 425 of 1978, 
“which calls on the Security 
Council to ensure that Israel 
withdraws from South 
Lebanon in 24 hours after 
the resolution is adopted.” 

“Eighteen years have 
passed since the resolution” 
and Israel continues its 
occupation of parts of South 
Lebanon, noted Ml Khan. 

He also said that the U.S., 
instead of using its influence 
with Israel and put an imme- 
diate end to its blitz on 
Lebanon last month, took 
die Israeli side and wasted 
time before brokering a 
ceasefire as if to give the 
Jewish state time to achieve 
the objectives of its mili tary 
operations. 

Ml Khan, president of the 
Indo-Arab Friendship Soci- 
ety, said the Indian govern- 
ment, regardless of the stand 
of its political leaders, and 
the people of the sub-conti- 
nent stand fully behind the 
Palestinians’ quest to set up 
an independent state. 

Such an approach, he 
asserted, is fully indepen- 
“dent and is hnmnne. to any 
influence based on India’s 
relations with other coun- 
tries. 

India, which is an active 
participant in the multilater- 
al phase of die Middle East 
peace process, “will contin- 
ue to play an active role” 
and seek to contribute to 
achieving a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the 
Middle East, added Ml 
Khan. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Retired general Danny 
Yatom, the first head of 
Israel’s Mossad intelligence 
agency whose name can be 
published, took office Sun- 
day tasked with healing 
years of internal strife and 
finding a new raison d’etre 
for an organisation unused 
to peace. 

Ml Yatom, 51, was named 
to a four-year mandate as 
Mossad ehfef by outgoing 
Prime Ministe r S himo n 
Peres, whom he bad served 
as mihtaiy attache. 

Ml Yatom, who retired 
from the army on Friday 
after 33 years of service, 
replaced Sbabtai Shavit, 
who headed Mossad since 
1989 and whose identity 
became public only last 
week as the government 
pursued a policy of easing 
censorship restrictions con- 
cerning the identity of top 
security officials. 

Ml Shavit, 57, has been 


appointed president of a pri- 
vate health insurance com- 
pany, Kupat Holim MaccabL 
One of tiie key tasks of the 
Mossad under Ml Yatom, a 
mathematician with degrees 
in physics and computer 
technology, will be to battle 
extr emis ts who remain vio- 
lently opposed to the peace 
process between Israel, the 
Palestinians and other Arab 


The agency wiU specifical- 
ly have to tackle the foreign 
sources of fending and sup- 
port for the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (HAMAS) 
and Manic J ihad, the 
groups responsible for a 
spate of suicide bombings in 
Israel which killed 58 people 
in February and March. 

On the occasion of Mr. 
Yatom’s retirement from the 
army Friday, Ml Peres 
praised his “efficient and 
dean” security analyses and 
“correct advice.” 

Ml Yatom will be one of 


the rare outsiders to take 
over the Mossad and his 
arrival was being welcomed 
in the troubled Israeli intel- 
ligence community, still 
reding from the assassina- 
tion last year of prime min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin by a Jew- 
ish extremist 

Ml Yatom took control of 
a spy agency strugglin g to 
find its place since the start 
of the peace process needy 
five years ago. 

Much of its previous work 
had been to monitor neigh- 
bouring Arab states, a task 
now handled in large part by 
the foreign ministry, thanks 
to the peace process. 

The agency has also been 
hit by internal wrangling and 
morale problems linked to 
the departure of several 
senior officials in recent 
years that have prompted 
some to accuse Ml Shavit of 
promoting friends to key 
posts rather than choosing 
the most qualified people. 


Iranian speaker’s choice shov 
conservatives’ grip on power 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
election of AK Akbar Nateq- 
Nuri as a provisional speaker 
of Iran’s new parliament on 
Sunday confirmed the hard- 
line religious conservatives’ 
tight grip on powen 

A key figure in the Islamic 
leadership in Iran, Nateq- 
Nuri, 53, received 132 votes 
against 105 for the only other 
candidate for the post, 
AbdoIIah Nun, who was 
fielded by an uneasy coali- 
tion of moderates aid left- 
wingers to challenge the 
hardliners. 

Mr. Nateq-Nuri , who was 
also the speaker in die last 
assemb ly, is the leader of die 
Association of Militant Cler- 
gy, a grouping of conserva- 
tive Shiite Muslim cl e rgy m en 
with a strong base m the 
political es tablishme nt in 
Iran. 

The moderates dose to 
president AK Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsaujani were pitted in a 
fierce rivalry against the con- 
servatives grouped around 
paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei in the legisla- 
tive elections in March and 


April. 

The conservatives have 
called for preserving fuoda- ’ 
ment al Islamic values 
against Western “cultural 
invasion" while the moder- 
ates favour the easing of strict 
I slami c regulations and rap- 
prochement with the Wkl 

A total of 241 deputies of 
the total 249 elected in the 
polls voted for the interim 


The Iranian p arliament has 
270 seats but the authorities 
have cancelled votes in 21 
districts for alleged irregular- 
ities. 

By-elections will be held in 
five months to decide the rest 
of the seats. 

The conservatives also 
swept all other posts ft the" 
presiding board, including- 
that of first and second 
deputy-speakers, which went 
to Hassau Ruharri and 
M ohammad AH Movahedl- 
K ermani respectively. 

Ml Ruham is the secretary 
of the Supreme National 
Security Council, the highest 
political and military deci- 
sion-making body in die 


country. 

Ayatollah Movahedi-Ker- 
mam, a hardliner, is Ayatollah 
Khamenei’s representative in 
the elite revolutionary guards. 

Ml Nateq-Nuri will chair 
the assembly while an inter- 
impresiding board proceeds 
to approve the deputes’ cre- 
dentials. A permanent speak- 
er and a provisional bureau 
are to be elected after die 
approvals are issued. 

The election of conserva- 
tives to the preading board 
confirmed speculation that 
the religious right had swept 
the recent elections for Iran's 
filth parliament since the 
1979 Islamic revohman. 

In the absence of political 
parties in Iran ajd lack of 
deaf" pla te grosT both die 
conservatives and. the moder- 
ate left-wing coalition had' 
claimed to have gained the 
majority of seats. 

Already assured of 132 
votes and hoping to sweep 
mostofthe21 seats left to be 
(tedded, the right-wingers 
wifl be all but certain tobave 
a comfortable majority in the 
new assembly. 


Jordan’s first pork butchery raises 
eyebrows but does good business 


91 Gulf crisis when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait 

The butcher Tefoses to. eat pork, 
in line with Islamic teachings, but 
says he has no problem cutting the 
meat and preparing products such 
as salted bacon and traditional 
speed and wine-soaked sausages. 

Muslim labourers also work Jor- 
dan's two Christian-owned pig 
farms in Madaba, 40 kilometres 
southwest of Amman, with whom 
Bourqan has an exclusive market- 
ing franchise. 

Doctors use state laboratories to 
test samples of saliva, spinal cord 
and kidney from each slaughtered 
pig to determine if it is fit for 
h uman co nsump tion. 

Bourqan sells a tonne of pork a 


week at an average of 4.5 dioars 
(S7) per kilogramme — rates 
compatible with local beef. 

Drinking Pepsi and smoking 
cigarettes, Bourqan smiled as he 
recalled his struggle to get a 
licence for his “Fresh Pork Meat 
Market” 

The government includes pigs in 
a long list of permitted animals 
and rules for slaughtering. But 
Christians, who had pork in their 
traditional diet, are under five per 
cent of Jordan's four milli on peo- 
ple. 

“Nobody wanted to have his sig- 
nature on the paper allowing me 
to operate the first fresh pork 
butchery,” said Bourqan, an 
accountant 


T had to go back and forth to 
the various state departments 
arguing with them for two months 
until I finally got it after threaten- 
ing to take than to court because 
there was nothing in the law ban- 
ning that” 

Jordan’s sole English-language 
newspaper, the Jordan Times, was 
the only mass-circulation daily in 
the Kingdom that would print ads 
announcing the opening of the 
shop, he said. 

Even his family had doubts: 
“They warned me to expect trou- 
ble and they advised me to oper- 
ate discreetly from a house 
instead of entering into a con- 
frontation with the people.” 

“In the first few days of the 


operation, my nerves were 
uptight, I got hundreds of phone 
calls asking if the ad was a hoax 
and everytime I left tire shop I 
would dread returning out of fear 
I will find it burnt out or bombed," 
he said. 

“On several occasions, passers- 
by threw stones at the shop, spat 
on its window and swore all sorts 
of insults.” 

It took time to win over people. 
Some who were willing to try 
pork were still suspicious about 
the standards of the new shop. 

Tn the beginning, some of them 
used to take a small portion to try 
it out," he said. “Now, there is 
trust and confidence, they even 
ask us to make home deliveries.” 

Bourqan, eyeing an expatriate 
community of more than 36,000 
people and the foreigners in Gulf 
states who import frozen pork, 
said be is now considering 
expanding by setting up a factory. 


By Ran* Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— -Prosecutors in 

the State Security Court 
trial of seven men known as 
Bay' at A1 Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), 
Sunday presented materials 
as evidence that the 
accused were plotting to 
cany out acts of sabotage. 

The seven, part of a group 

of 13 men, are charged with 

plotting to cany ouj 

extremist attacks and illegal 
possession and mannfac hir- 
ing of explosive materials 
in the intent of us ing them 
illegally. 

The remaining six, who 
are released on bails, are 
charged with distributing 
pamphlets that are slander- 
ous to His Majesty King 
Hussein. On May 19, the 
13 defendants pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. 

Prosecutor witness Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Ali Ensour 
of the Preventive Security, 
said that all the explosives 
he examined in July of 
1994 were “fit to use.” 

According to LL Ensour, 
the explosives which the 
prosecutor charged were 
found with some of the 
defendants, were four anti- 
personal mines, four hand 


grenades, 10 triggers, and 
nine fuses. 

“These explosives are 
approximately three years 
old and are harmful to 
human beings if it was 
used," he told the court. 

Sec. Lieut Usama Yousef 
of the Biader Wadi Sir 
Police Station told the court 
that he searched the home 
of the third defendant 
Mustafa Hassan Musa 
Suleiman, in the Jaodawfl 
area. 

He told the court that the 
defendant himself led him 
to two plastic capsules 
(filled with acetone and 
oxygen) that were kept on 
*e roof of his bouse. 

When asked by the 
defence attorney if Lt 
Yousef checked the identity 
of the third defendant 
before searching his bouse 
and be said no.’ 

“The security officers 
who brought the third 
defendant to the police sta- 
tion informed me that it 
was Mustafa Musa and that 
my job was to go and 
search his house,” he said. 

Presiding Judge Yousef 
Faouri postponed the case 
for today (Sunday) to hear 
the remaining three prose- 
cution witness in the case. 


Israeli election outcome 
alarms Gulf Arab press 


DUBAI (AFP) — Gulf Arab 
newspapers said Sunday they 
feared fee Middle East peace 
process could crumble fol- 
lowing rightist Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s victory as 
Israel’s next prime minister 

Newspapers from Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait all expressed concern 
for tat peace process, 
although those dose to the 
Saudi government said Likud 
IwW Netanyahu had no 
choice but to respect Israel's 
previous c ommit ments- “If 
Netanyahu steps bade from 
accords that have been con- 
cluded, Arab countries will 
have to take similar mea- 
sures,” the Qatari newspaper 
Al Watansaid 

Qatar's Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
A1 Thani warned Saturday 
that Doha could revise its 
moves towards normalisation 
with Israel if Ml Netanyahu 
began to question the peace 
process. 

“If Netanyahu throws the 
peace process into doubt, we 
will revise our attitude 
towards our ties and contacts 
with Israel,” said Sheikh 
Hamad on the eve of a minis- 
terial meeting of tile Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). 

Officials said the issue of 
Ml Netanyahu’s victory was 
to dominate Sunday's meet- 
ing of, GCC foreign minis- 
ters. 

Ml Netanyahu edged out 
Ml Peres by a wafer-thin 
majority in Wednesday’s 
elections in Israel on a hard- 
line platform stressing 
Israel's security needs and 
ruling out further land con- 
cessions to the Palestinians. 

Qatar and O man, the only 


Gulf states to begin a rap- 
prochement wife Israel, 
received a visit by outgoing 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in April and are 
now exchanging trade mis- 
sions. 

Hie UAE daily A1 Bayan 
said the “big loser in the deo- 
tions is the peace process,” 
while the A1 Fajr daily said 
“the time has come for Arab 
leaders to review their posi- 
tions.” 

In Kuwait, the independent 
daily A1 Watan described Ml 
P eres’ defeat as a “catastro- 
phe,” saying Ml Netanyahu 
would benefit from the same 
U.S. support as his predeces- 
sor; de^nte his intransigence. 

“The United States will 
soon inform the Arabs that it 
is necessary to increase con- 
cessions to please thieves and 
murderers,” the daily said. 

But the Saudi newspaper 
A1 Medina, which reflects the 
government view, said: The 
Likud leader has before him 
commitments and responsi- 
bilities which are different 
from those which fell on h im 
when he was in the opposi- 
tion. 

Tn a few weeks 
Netanyahu will come back 
and make peace not the way 
he wants to but in Ima with 
concluded agreements,” it 
said. 

Saudi Arabia’s A1 Yam 
daily minimised the differ- 
ence between Likud and Ml 
P fcres’ Labour government, 
saying the parties “are two 
sides of the same coin." 

The choice maA* by Israel 
since Oslo and Cairo accords 
(on Palestinian autonomy) is 
that of peace ” it said. 
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CHURCHES 

SI. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweKtcb, TcL 810740 
AMonbBa of Cod Church. Tel. 
631785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245VU. 

Lathi Gdhollcs Church Td. 

614190 

Ch urch of the AamudathM Tel. 
6374411. 


De la SaDe Chorch Tel 661757 
Terra Sarnia Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmmriafloa Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652K26. 
Armenian Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Sc Ephraim Church Tel. 771*31. 
Amman Intern* dona] Church Tel. 
6525 26. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Co n gr ega tion TeL 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazmoe Tel.675691. 
The EvungeHaJ Local Church fa 

TcL 811295. 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 61419(1 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail with temperatures hduw aver- 
age. It will he return: ly cool 'at 
night and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaha". 
winds will he northerly moderate io 
active and seas calm. 

MinJMax. lemp. 

Amman 13/25 

Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts I.V2K 

Jordan Valley 19/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 26. Aqaba 32. Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

nightduty 

AMMAN: 

Or. Khalil Abdo 732020 

Dr. Jum'ah Abu Dhiab — 758848 

Dr. Wald Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Yousef Rashid K9h30l 

Ferduws pharmacy 77H33A 

Al Asema pharmacy 6371)55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644<M5 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623*72 

Najih pharmacy K47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amnch 250080 

Alquds pharmacy (—> 

ZARQA: . 

Dr. Hilal AS SayyW 

Khalifch pharmacy - W>41/ 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111. 


Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 631041 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Polio: 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 6171111 

Blood Bunk 775121 

Highway Police 84341)2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6D5KU1 

Price Complaints Ml 1 76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complain u 78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs Mil IQJ 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680)00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

" 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 0K-532IXJ 

Ouccn Alia fall. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Huvon Medical Centre HI 38 13/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

W 244 1/2 

Jutul Amman Maternity .... M23f& 

Malta*. J. Amman 636)40 

Palestine. Shmcisani 6U7H7I 

Shmcisani Hospital 66913 [ 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Indian. ALMuhajrecn ... 777IIII/3 
At-Baxhir. J. Ashrafich .7751 1 1/26 

Army. Mufka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia I lospitaJ 6X610(1 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865 iV9 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. I Itspiuil (09)983323 

Zarqa National I lospital 

(iwywttfwi 

i bn Sinu Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikmi Modem Husphnl .. IWfH mi 

1XBID-. 

Princess Buena I lospital (1C 1275553 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ihn Al Nukes I knpiul (U2|247llk) 

AQABA; 

Princess I lata I knpiial (»3l3l4] 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inhvmatnm 
department at the Oueen Alia ln- 
temuti*mal Airport Tel. (iK).V2w- 
5 anj Marks Airport Tel. K7S3H-S 
"here it should ahsuy > he verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Sunaa(RJ) 

IW:00 Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

,0s, ° Dubai. AhuDhahi(RJ) 

IS Beirut (RJ) 

J'"™ CuimiRJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam ( RJ ) 
19:00 Bangkok (KJ) 


""I Casablanca (KJ) 

B4:IB Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Khartoum (SDj 

If® Cairo (MS) 

1^40.... Muscat. Abu Dhahi IGF) 

Kkv/fiU) 

ir*! Vienna (OS) 

"~T Pari »- Damascus f AF) 

S*-” Amsterdam (KL)| 

® : '* 0 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

09tii0 ....... Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) mights 
(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

11.-00 Casablanca (RJ) 

iTie Amslcrtlam - Chicago (RJ) 

!,:« Cairo (RJ) 

Jf2 -■"■--London (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22M5 ■"■"Pumascus(RJ) 

trj? Duhai. Muscut(RJ) 

■-••• Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

£2 ■■■■: Istanbul (TK) 

Beirut. London (BA) 

SlS -Beirut (ME) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Kiev(6U) 

1C- Cain. (MS) 

‘ n7. Damo *u»- Paris (AF) 

02.30 Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

08:30 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman 8:(ll) every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 

D«P DjumssuT m Munday 

7:3n a.m. every Sundov 
Arr. Amman 

5:“' p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Uppcrlower pace in nts per kp. 

JPP* 71X1/500 

“ anana fiHVHB 

Banana (Mukammur) 520/521) 

Banana (imported) 78tV6(X) 

> ahha 8 c QU/60 

£ ar ™ 1 50 

kaulitlnwcr 23/VI40 

Cucumber (large) ..." MWIOO 

cucumber (small) 23)/ 141) 

£SSP |unt 2IW 160 

5f a ™ c SSIMII 

uanic (green) 27IVI50 

Lemon 61X1/450 

Marrow tUirgc) " |MV 131 

Marrow small) 2h»/ IWI 

Mulubhiah IMI/IIU 

'. now 

400/300 

^ urfl 

rapper (hm) an /an 

pepper (sweet) 3SV2«f 

™. a, « 

Siring Bvur 500 / 3.W 

Tomato 241V I71T 

Water melon !.! 17U f ISO 
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4 Japan week could significantly Youth require sense of security to 

■ advance tles ’ say or s aniscrs become acMevers — Crown Prince 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Japan 
Week in Jordan, which 
opens on Saturday, is 
another landmark in Jor- 
daman-Japaoese relations 
and could significantly 
advance cooperation in all 
spheres, organisers said 
Sunday. 

Formally ■ announcing 
details of the event, which 
is spread over about three 
weeks although it is titled 
“Japan Week,” the Insti- 
tute of Diplomacy, the Jor- 
danian organiser, noted 
that it was the “natural and 
logical sequel” to the “Jor- 
dan Week" held in Tokyo 
in May last year. 

Mazen Armouti, presi- 
dent of the Institute of 
Diplomacy, said the June 
8-29 Japan Week had three 
1 distinct components; the 
* official ceremonies related 
to visit of Prince and 
Princess Takamado, fourth 
in line of succession to the 
Japanese throne, the “intel- 
lectual" component that 
involves in-depth discus- 
sions on Japanese- Jordan- 
ian relations and the “cul- 
tural and artistic” phase 
which includes a host of 
Japanese exhibitions, the- 
atre and music. 

The Japan Week is held 
under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san and Prince Takamado 
and sponsored by the spe- 
cially set-up Jordanian and 
Japanese national commit- 
tees for the event 
The Japanese organiser 
of the event is the Middle 
j East Institute. 

Dt Armouti, addressing 
a press conference along 
with Japanese Ambassador 
Takayaki Kimura, said a 
symposium on Japanese- 
Jordanian relations on Sat- 
urday entitled “Partnership 
Towards the 21 st Century" 
would come up with an 
“Amman statement** 

The ' statement, he said,- 
will expand on a Tokyo 

House 
speaker 
heads for 
talks in 
3 Qatar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srour 
Monday will lead a parlia- 
mentary delegation on a 
visit to Qatar at an invita- 
tion by Speaker of the 
Qatari Shura Council 
Mohammad Ben Mubarak 
A1 Khalijah. 

During the three-day 
visit Mr- Stout will meet 
with Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifah A1 
Thani and will hold talks 
with senior Qatari officials 
on Jordanian- Qatari rela- 
tions. the latest develop- 
ments in the region and 
efforts exerted to revive 
Arab solidarity, with spe- 
rial emphasis on the role of 
Arab parliaments in this 
regard. 

Ml Srour will also meet 
with the Jordanian commu- 
nity in Qatar and will 
exchange with them views 
on their conditions in the 
Gulf emirate. 

At the conclusion of the 
visit, Mr. Srour will hold a 
press conference outlining 
the outcome of his talks in 
Doha and Jordanian-Qatari 
relations. 

In statements prior to his 
departure, the House 
speaker said the visit 
comes as part of the contin- 
ued consultations among 
the two brotherly countries 
and expressed hope that it 
will contribute to enhanc- 
ing joint Arab action. 

He also praised Qatar’s 
role at the Arab level and 
, paid tribute to the Qatari 
-; ^Shura Council’s efforts to 
mend Arab fences. 

Mr. Srour is accompanied 
on the visit by Assistant 
House Speaker Moham- 
mad Huneiti and deputies 
Ibrahim Zeid Kilani and 
Ali Shatti. 


Declaration that was 
adopted by a similar sym- 
posium held in the Japan- 
ese capital as part of the 
Jordan Week there. 

“The Tokyo Declaration 
is the first written docu- 
ment that encompasses all 
aspects of Jordanian- 
Japanese relations” noted 
Dr. Armouti, “The Amman 
Statement will expand and 
build on it” ' 

Among the issues to be 
discussed during the sym- 
posium, are “The New 
Middle East and the Roles 
of Jordan and Japan,” 
“Japanese Economic 
Development and Asia, 
with relevance to Jordan 
and the Middle East 
Region,” and “Japan 
Towards the 21st Century 
and a Possible Model for 
Jordan and die Region ” 

Prince Hassan and Prince 
Takamado lead the list of 
participants in the sympo- 
sium. Others include 
Wasuke Miyake, president 
of the Middle East Insti- 
tute of Japan, former 
Japanese Justice Minister 
Kazuo Tanikawa and sev- 
eral Japanese and Jordan- 
ian experts on economic 
development and Japan- 
ese- Jordanian relations. 

Nearly 700 people are 
expected to take part in the 
various activities of the 
Japan Week. 

The June 8 symposium 
is complemented with in- 
depth debate at other sem- 
inars which will deal with 
issues such as “The Role 
of Private Sector in Japan 
and Jordan," “Japan and 
Jordan in die International 
Socieity ” “Possible devel- 
opment of Tourism Indus- 
try in Jordan,” “industrial 
policy," “Prospects for 
Economic Cooperation 
between- Japan and Jor- 
dan,” and “Status of 
Women in Japan and Jor- 
dan.? 

Dt Armouti and'Ambas- - 
sador Kimura described 
the- Japan Week in Jordan 
as another achievement in 


building Jordanian-Japan- 
ese relations and noted that 
the event -would expose 
Jordanians to various 
aspects of Japanese culture 
and life while the Japanese 
participants would be 
given a close look at Jor- 
dan. 

"The objective of the 
Japan week is to further 
enhance and strengthen 
Jordanian-Japanese coop- 
eration and coordination 
and consolidate bilateral 
relations in all spheres," 

said Dr. Armouti. 

Mr. Kimura said no spe- 
cific agreements or 
announcements on cooper- 
ation were expected to be 
made at the Japan Week. 

“It is an event that would 
expose the two people to 
each other’s life and cul- 
ture ” he said. “It is an 
occasion to establish con- 
tacts and build on already 
established contacts. 
There is time for specific 
agreements and announce- 
ments in the months to 
come.” 

Replying to a question. 
Ambassador Kimura said 
the “special relationship” 
between Jordan and Japan 
and between the royal 
families of the two coun- 
tries was the main influ- 
encing factor behind the 
Jordan Week in Japan and 
the Japan Week in Jordan. 

Mr. Armouti also 
referred to the Tokyo Dec- 
laration, in which Japan 
said it considered Jordan 
as the gateway to the Mid- 
dle East 

“The special friendship 
Japan has with Jordan can 
serve as a catayst to further 
enhance the cordial rela- 
tions between Japan and 
die, entire. Arab nations,” 
says thedeclaration in this 
context 


By Francesca Qriad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan stressed the 
“vast energy and potential" 
of today’s youth and under- 
lined the role of youth 
exchanges between the 
European Union (EU) and 
Mediterranean third coun- 
tries as “paramount, if tbs 
region is to herald the next 
millennium with a sense of 
security and c alm " 

Pointing at the crucial rede 
that youngsters play in the 
shaping of cultural, political, 
and socio-economic identity 
of any society, the Crown 
Prince, in a statement read 
on his behalf by HRH 
Princess Rahmah Bint A1 
Hassan. said that “young 
people will certainly have 
opinions formed according 
to their particular environ- 
ment, but, nevertheless, the 
periods of personal develop- 
ment that they experience, ... 
added responsibilities and 
general personal growth that 
result in full social integra- 
tion are all factors common 
to all nationalities." 

“The social problems and 
pressures that young people 
face, from peer pressure to 
drugs, from unemployment 
to violence, even general 
anxiety about the future: 
Will I be able to secure a reg- 
ular income? Will 1 be able 
to provide a healthy environ- 
ment to raise a family? are 
also paralleled world wide.” 
"It is these similarities that 
make imperative that barri- 
ers between peoples of die 
(Mediterranean) region are 
dissolved so that young peo- 
ple can benefit from each 
others experiences and nur- 
ture the feelings of empathy 
that are needed to ensure a 
peaceful coexistence.” the 
statement said. 

The Crown Prince’s state- 
ment Saturday -opened, a-6- 


ranean partners. 

The conference, organised 
by the Rome-based Univcr- 
sita’ del Mediterraneo 
(UN1MED). with the support 
of the Directorate General 
for Education, Training and 
Youth of the European Com- 
mission and the sponsorship 
of the Italian Ministry of 
Social Affairs, in collabora- 
tion with the University of 
Jordan, the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Ministry of 
Youth, aims at promoting 
EU-Meditemtnean coopera- 
tion programmes in the field 
of youth and identifying 
financing possibilities to 
implement them. 

According to Kamel 
Mahaddin, rapporteur of the 
conference and director of 
UNIMEX) decentralised 
office in Jordan, “the confer- 
ence will help evaluate the 
needs and priorities of 
Mediterranean universities, 
and it represents a coherent 
continuation of a number of 
initiatives promoted by the 
EU presidencies in favour of 
the Euro-Mediterranean dia- 
logue, which culminated 
with the Barcelona Confer- 
ence” 

Addressing the representa- 
tives from the 15 member- 
countries of the EU, Iceland 
and Norway, as well as dele- 
gates from 13 Arab coun- 
tries. Cyprus, Israel and 
Malta, director general of 
UN1MED Franco Rizri said 
last November's Barcelona 
Conference “provided a 
framework for future devel- 
opments in Euro-Mediter- 
ranean relations and repre- 
sented a guideline for future 
partnerships.” 

Pointing at the importance 
of mutual understanding 
between the northern and 
southern shoe of the 
Mediterranean, Professor 
Rirai called on governmen- 
tal and , non-governmental 
youth policymakers to “give 



day conference on tberote ofr> young people not only an 
youth exchanges between abstract and exotic idea of" 

the EU and the Mediter- the Mediterranean, but the 


reality of the Mediterranean 
itself." 

“It was recognised at the 
Barcelona Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Conference that 
youth exchange programmes 
would play an important role 
in achieving the main long 
term objectives of strength- 
ening relations between the 
countries of the area, thereby 
helping to ensure greater 
strategic stability and social 
cohesion," the Crown Prince 
said. 

He added that recent expe- 
riences of youth programmes 
in Jordan hosting Israeli 
youth keen to experience 
first-hand how young people 
in Jordan think and behave 
and the experiences of simi- 
lar groups from Jordan hav- 
ing been given the opportu- 
nity to visit and interact with 
their Israeli counterparts 
have been “very gratifying." 

Israeli and Jordanian youth 
recognised that “there is not 
very much difference 
between us at all.” 

According to the Crown 
Prince, Jordan, with its small 
population of approximately 
four million people, 70 per 
cent of which under 30- 
years-old with a majority of 
them, up to 50 per cent of the 
society, currently in their 
early twenties, could be 
“highlighted as a useful 
microcosm of the region as a 


whole.” 

Addressing the opening 
session on behalf of the Min- 
ister of Youth, Secretary 
General Majid Quieishat 
said that since 'in Jordan, 
youth under 30 make up two 
thirds of the total population, 
we have to work on bridging 
the gap between them and 
the community, to under- 
stand each other's problems, 
exchange experiences and 
translate positive energies 
into actions.” 

Minister of Tourism Saleh 
Irsheidat stressed “the major 
role that youth, through its 
travelling, will play in estab- 
lishing real peace.” and said 
that, “out of the one million 
visitors Jordan received last 
year, 60 per cent of them 
were youngsters.” 

Accordingly, the Ministry 
of Tourism will focus its 
efforts on developing 
tourism policies to facilitate 
youth’s mobility and meet 
young visitors' needs. Dr. 
Irsheidat said. 

President of the University 
of Jordan Fawzi Gharaibeh 
said youth exchange pro- 
grammes between the EU 
and the Mediterranean coun- 
tries should be assisted and 
promoted. Dr. Gharaibeh 
added that policies aimed at 
“making youth as an active 
partner in society” should be 
implemented. 


“Formulation of youth 
policies should not come 
from politicians or decision 
makers, but from the youth 
themselves,”Dr. Gharaibeh 
said. 

Talking about the defini- 
tion and classification of 
“youth." the Crown Prince's 
said “an exorbitant pressure 
lies today on . . .those who 
have survived the teenage 
period with all the angst 
emailed therein, and who 
have not settled into life as 
the prime movers of society, 
those who are navigating the 
treacherous waters of their 
twenties, college leavers 
with high hopes and often 
great qualifications who find 
suddenly that they are out of 
the bubble of security that is 
partially provided by the 
educational institutions.” 

"This group, with its vast 
supply of energies and ide- 
ologies . . .counting for two- 
thirds of the population in 
the region. . .represents the 
blueprint of tomorrow’s 
society." 

Taking into consideration 
Jordan's particular case and 
recent changes, such us “the 
demographic upheavals of 
the Gulf War which resulted 
in a population growth of 10 
per cent in only a few 
months, the peace treaty 
with Israel ending two gen- 
erations of a state of war. and 
the huge economic reform 
programme that Jordan is 
currently in the process of 
implementing.” the Crown 
Prince said that “those in 
their late teens up to their 
early thirties are . . .being 
required to struggle most 
intensely.” 

“It is them who. 10 years 
from now, will be the estab- 
lished policy makers, and 
their outlooks and attitudes 
will have been strongly 
affected by their experiences 
today," the Crown Prince 
said. . 

“They will so to speak 
’make or break'." 


Muslims, Christians to discuss problems 
of education in modern society 


By Ghalia Ahil 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The Educational System in 
Islam and Christianity” will be the topic of 
this week's Muslim- Christian dialogue, 
organised by the Royal Academy for Islam- 
ic Civilisation Research- AL al Bayt in 
cooperation with the Orthodox Centre in 
Chambesy-Switzeriand 

The meeting which will be inaugurated 
today by HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
chairman of the Royal Academy, will bring 
together 50 participants representing the 
Muslim and Christian communities from 
all around the world, Hussein Rawashdeh 
press officer at the academy told (he Jordan 
Times. 

He said both Christian and Muslim par- 
ticipants will present different papers on 
the philosophy of education in Islam and 
Christianity, problems of education in the 
modem society as well as features on the 
educational system. 

These papers, he added, will be open for 
discussion by the other community. 


At the end of the three-day meeting the 
participants will present a summary of the 
debate and recommendations which Mr. 
Rawashdeh said their implementation is not 
obligatory as die Royal Academy is a finan- 
cially and administratively independent 
institution. 

The meeting will be the 14th Muslim-"' 
Christian encounter organised by the Royal 
Academy, Mr. Rawashdeh said, adding that 
the last meeting was held in Germany on 
the concept of peace in both religions in 
cooperation with the Anglican Chinch. 

“We organise about four meetings ay ear 
in cooperation with four churches cm differ- 
ent issues of concern to both the Christian 
and Muslim communities,” he said. 

The Royal Academy was established in 
1981 and has since then organised 14 Mus- 
iim-Christian meetings in different coun- 
tries. It also organises Musfim-Muslim 
meetings whicti bring together participants 
representing different schools of Islam 
from all around the world, Mr. Rawashdeh 
said. 


Shooting mishaps claim 2 lives 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to ihejordan Tones 

AMMAN — Two people 
were killed accidentally Sat- 
urday in two separate shoot- 
ing incidents in Karak and 
Madaba, according to Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
reports. 

In Karak, a 30-year-old 
pregnant woman from Um 
Humat town of Karak was 
shot and killed accidentally 
by her husband, the PSD 
repoted. 

The victim’s husband, 
Mohammad Hujeij T., told 
police that he was inspecting 
his gun when a bullet was 
fired accidentally, hitting his 
wife AmaJ Ahmad Hassan, 
who was standing beside 
him. ' 

The report said Ms. Has- 
san was struck in the neck 
and died instantly. 

In Al Shaqiq town in Mad- 
aba, a 30-year-old man was 
killed after being shot acci- 
dentally by his younger 
brother, who was firing live 
bullets to celebrate a soccer 


match result, the reports 
said. 

According to the report, 
Mohammad Minwer, 16. 
was celebrating a win by his 
town's soccer team and start- 
ed fthnntinfl from a gun he 
was carrying. 

“Minwer could not control 
his gun, and ooe bullet 
struck his brother, M_A_, in 
the shoulder,” the PSD 
report said. 

In 1995, PSD statistics' 
said 11 people were lulled in 
domestic accidents in the 
Kingdom. Eight of the 11 
incidents, the statistics said, 
were attributed to the mis- 
handling of weapons by 


individuals. 

Two children die in 
tragic accidents 

Also Saturday, PSD 
repeats said that two children 
were killed in two separate 
incidents in Nazal suburb. 

A 3-year-old child, identi- 
fied as Anas Moha mm a d , 
died shortly after arriving to 
Al Bashir Hospital after his 
clothes caught on fire. 

Jamil Mohammad, a 5- 
y ear-old child also died in 
hospital after falling in a hot 
water container in his house, 
repeats said. There were no 
fuithur details. 


CONSISTS OF 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, 
BIG SALONS, LIVING ROOM, BIG 
KITCHEN WITH GARDEN, PARKING. 

LOCATION : NEAR CHINA EMBASSY. 


IN THE MEMORY OF 
OUR LATE FATHER 
HASSAN SHAABAN 

Two years have elapsed since the tragic passing of our beloved 
late father who lived his life in a most heroic and benevolent way 
any human being could. The noble virtues of courage and giving 
that he instilled in us are alive and make up a small part of his 
legacy. He taught us to feel with our hearts and think with our 
minds. 

When a parent dies young, the pleasure of loving is tied perma- 
nently to the pain of loss. Love and loss are no longer separate 
and distinct. Like the branches of a vine, they have grown so 
intertwined that it is impossible to see one without also seeing 
the other. One learns that to love is to lose, or at the very least to 
risk losing, the beloved. 

We cannot control the movement of time, nor can we control our 
own destiny, or the destinies of those we love. But we can take 
comfort in knowing that our precious father is still living in our 
hearts and will never really be gone. With our faith in Allah guid- 
ing us, we look into space and we see our father walking grace- 
fully in the clouds, outstretching his arms in the lightening, and 
descending in the rain. We see him smiling in the flowers, then 
rising and waving his hands in the trees. His vision will con- 
stantly be with us. 

WE MISS YOU VERY MUCH DADDY! 

Amal, Tamir & Tamara Hassan Shaaban 
Amman — 3 June 1996 
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Aung San Suu Kyi calls 
for more open Burma 


RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 
mese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said 
Sunday that Burma needed 
to open up to the outside 
world, but that any opening 
should be political as well 
as economic. 

“Everyone must accept 
the feet that no nation can 
stay isolated international- 
ly," she told some 4,000 
people who braved a heavy 
rain to gather outside her 
lakeside home for one of 
her twice weekly addresses. 

Aung San Suu Kyi said 
Burma's long policy of 
keeping out foreign influ- 
ences was no longer valid, 
and accused the government 
of courting foreign inves- 
tors while trying to keep 
political interference out. 

“They have been opening 
up the country for foreign 
investors, but when foreign 
governments show interest 
in the political situation, 
they are accused of interfer- 
ence," she said. 

The official media has 
stepped up its attacks on 
unnamed foreign govern- 
ments in the past week, 
accusing them of pulling the 
strings of Mrs. Suu Kyi and 
the opposition in a bid to 
destabilise the country. 

The junta’s powerful in- 
telligence chief, Khin 
Nyunt, was quoted in the 
New Light Of Myanmar as 
saying Sunday that “stoo- 
ges" under the influence of 
foreign masters were “un- 
dermining peace, stability 
and progress." 

The junta’s attacks on the 
opposition followed a party 
Congress last week held by 
Mrs. Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy, in 



HKk 


Burmese opposition leader and Nobel peace laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi addresses about 4,000 crowd at the 
weekend gathering outside her house in Rangoon 
Saturday. Ms. Suu Kyi said nearly half of the National 
League for Democracy members arrested by military 
government *** n days ago have been released but some 
have been charged and will likely be in jail for a long 
time (Reuter photo) 


which the NLD announced 
plans to write a new consti- 
tution and economic policy. 

A total of 262 NLD ac- 
tivists were detained in a 
sweep ahead of the congress 
in a bid by the authorities to 
sink the meeting. 

NLD officials said that at 
least 119 activists had been 
released already, but have 


Indian premier names new 
ministers; bickering begins 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian Prime 
Minister ILD. Deve Gowda unveiled his 
cabinet Sunday, naming an economic 
reformer as finance minister, but the portfo- 
lio allocations sparked the first bickering in 
his coalition government. 

Mr. Deve Gowda, 63, who was sworn in 
as India’s 11th premier Saturday at the head 
of a five-party coalition government, 
picked Palaniappan Chidambaram, a 
Harvard-educated lawyer, for the coveted 
finance portfolio. 

His appointment, widely anticipated by 
Indian industry, was seen as a clear signal 
by the new prime minister that he intended 
to continue the ffee-maiket economic 
reforms denounced by leftist members of 
his Upited Front. 

Mr. Deve Gowda has vowed to pursue the 
economic liberalisation begun five years 
ago by former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimba Rao, whose Congress (I) Party 
is extending crucial legislative support to 
the minority government 

The soft-spoken Chidambaram, who 
shaped Mr. Rao's free-market policies 
along with then Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh, was given the additional 
charge of law, justice and company affairs. 

Inder Kumar Gujral, 77, was named for- 
eign minister, a portfolio be held in India’s 
first coalition government in 1989-90, 
while the Defence Ministry was given to 
veteran Socialist Mulayam Singh Yadav. 

Mr. Deve Gowda retained the powerful 
home portfolio that had been a bone of con- 
tention among the partners in his coalition, 
as well as atomic energy and agriculture. 

It took the prime minister nearly 14 hours 
to decide on the portfolios of the 20 mem- 
bers in his two-tier ministry because of the 
pressures exerted by the five partners in the 
government 

The portfolio allocations sparked the 
expected discontent, with a leader of Mr. 
Deve Gowda’s Janata Dal (People’s Party) 
who was not included in the cabinet warn- 
ing publicly that the minority government 
would collapse soon. 

“There is absolutely no reason to believe 
that this will be a long-lasting government," 


Bijn Pamaik, an MP, told the Asian Age 
newspaper. “Everyone knows this cabinet 
has been formed at the mercy of the 
Congress. 

“The Congress can pull the rug out from 
under its feet,” be added. 

Newspapers said other Janata Dal MPs 
who had aspired to ministerial berths were 
also unhappy over their exclusion, and that 
Defence Minister Yadav, a farmer wrestler, 
had pleaded for the home portfolio. 

Mr. Deve Gowda’s promise after being 
sworn-in to continue with Mr. Rao’s eco- 
nomic reforms also drew veiled criticism 
from the country’s dominant Communist 
Party, a key partner in the United Front. 

“There will be no mechanical continua- 
tion of die economic reforms," said Prakasb 
Karat of the Communist Party of India- 
Marxist (CPI-M). “There will be a critical 
evaluation. 

“Some elements of the policies may be 
continued, some will be reviewed," be told 
AFP. “Some priorities may be changed here 
atwi there. 

“We are engaged with others in formulat- 
ing a common agenda for the United Front 
including its economic policies," Ml Karat 
added. 

On Saturday, the smaller Communist 
Party of India, which is expected to join the 
government, also argued against blindly 
following free-market policies. 

The United Front is an alliance of region- 
al, centrist and leftist parties which during 
the April- May elections fought against both 
Hindu nationalists and Mr. Rao’s Congress 
Party. 

Deve Gowda, a fanner’s son, became the 
prime minister Saturday, four days after his 
United Front forced the resignation of the 
country’s first Hindu nationalist govern- 
ment after just 13 days in office. 

Political analysis have expressed doubt 
about whether the United front can survive 
a full five years in office. 

Mr. Deve Gowda, however, asserted that 
he would complete his tenure. “Wait and 
see ” he told reporters. “I will prove^this 
government can survive for five years." 


4 injured as Italian volcano erupts 


STROMBOLI, Italy (R) 
— The volcano on the 
small southern Italian is- 
land of Stromboli erupted 
late Saturday night, start- 
ing a fire and slightly 
injuring four tourists. 

Officials said the situa- 
tion was under control 
and that there was no 
immediate danger to the 
population of me island 
just north of Sicily. 

The eruption occured 
near the central crater 
just before midnight 
(2200 GMT). A loud 
explosion was heard and 
lava and stones burst out. 


“This is a normal 
process for Stromboli 
and right now there is no 
talk of evacuation,” a 
Civil Protection Depart- 
ment official in Rome 
said. 

Slow lava flows are a 
regular part of the vol- 
cano’s activity, attracting 
tourists from around the 
world. 

The eruption started a 
fire on the mountainside 
as the lava flowed down- 
hill to the sea. The fire 
was later brought under 
control and officials said 
inhabited areas were not 


in danger. 

Four German tourists 
who were trekking on the 
mountain suffered light 
bums and were treated at 
a first aid station. 

The Civil Protection 
Department in Rome said 
a volcano expert was 
travelling to the island 
Sunday morning to‘ 
access the situation. 

Fireboats from Sicily 
were also dispatched to 
the island in the southern 
Tyrrhenian Sea in case 
they would be needed. 


expressed concern that lead- 
ing party officials may be 
kept in order to hit them 
with heavy prison sen- 
tences. 

Mis. Suu Kyi said Sunday 
that some of the remaining 
activists had been taken to 
Rangoon’s notorious Insein 
Prison, where human rights 
groups say political prison- 


era are kepi in dismal condi- 
tions. 

The official press has 
reported in the past week on 
a stream of pro-government 
mass Tallies taking place 
across the country, which 
bring together as many as 

70.000 people at a time to 
denounce “destructiomsts” 

Many participants say 
they are required to attend 
the meetings, which ana- 
lysts say have been staged 
by the junta in a bid to show 
that foe military enjoys 
broad support across the 
country. 

“They are trying to mis- 
lead people abroad with 
these rallies,” Mrs. Suu Kyi 
told her supporters Sunday. 

The opposition leader said 
people should try Co refuse 
to attend the pro-govern- 
ment rallies, but ariripri that 
she understood the pressure 
being exerted on them by 
tbe militar y 

“It is counterproductive to 
have people do things under 
duress and force them to 
attend these mass rallies, 
because they will just 
realise even more that they 
are subject to maltreat- 
ment,” she said. 

The pro-government ral- 
lies came on the heels of 
two massive turnouts in 
front of Mrs. Suu Kyi’s gate 
of a total of some 15,000 
cheering supporters last 
weekend 

Regular participants at the 
meetings said the turnout 
was about as half as big as 
die previous week, as rain 
kept many people away. 

The meetings have drawn 
an average of about 2,000 
participants in previous 
months. 

Congress 
wins 3 
seats in 
Kashmir 

SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Three parliamentary 
seats were claimed Sunday 
by candidates of former 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimba Rao’s Congress 
(I) in Kashmir, in general 
elections boycotted by 
most Muslim politicians, 
officials said 

Ghulam Rasool Kar. pre- 
sident of tbe party’s local 
chapter, was declared elect- 
ed from Baramulla district 
in the Muslim-majority 
Kashmir Valley, defeating 
a former Muslim militant, 
Ghulam Nabi Mir, by some 

65.000 votes. 

Ml Kar, though a Mus- 
lim, is a diehard opponent 
of the Muslim separatist 
drive raging in tbe strife-hit 
Himalayan state since 
, 1989, when tbe last elec- 
tion to federal parliament 
was held 

Congress’ Mangat Ram 
Shanna, a Hindu, won 
from the nearby Hindu- 
majority Jammu district, 
defeating the pro-Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(Indian People’s Party), 
election officials here said 

P. Namgiyal, a Buddhist, 
defeated a Muslim politi- 
cian, Qamer Ali Akboon, in 
the hill region of Ladakh, 
where the Buddhist majori- 
ty threw in their lot with 
the Congress. 

In Srinagar, Kashmir’s 
summer capital, Farooq 
Ahmad Andrabi of tbe cen- 
trist Janata Dal Party was 
leading the race, while a 
Hindu nationalist was 
ahead of other candidates 
in the Muslim-majority 
Anantnag constituency. 

Counting of votes in a 
sixth constituency, Udbam- 
pur, began Monday. 

Tbe staggered elections 
in Kashmir in May were 
boycotted by a majority of 
the state's Muslim parties, 
which back a separatist 
campaign to end Indian 
rule in the Himalayan 
province. 

Several former militants 
who are now pro-India 
joined the fray but were 
routed in all the constituen- 
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Some of the thousands of children who took part in die Stand For Children event per- 
form songs for the crowd in front of the Reflecting Pool and Washington Monument 
Saturday. Tfens of thousands of people took part in the rally which has been enmeshed 
in a political debate over government programmes and support for children’s welfare 
(Reuter photo) 

Thousands rally for children in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Some 200,000 chil- 
dren and adults rallied here Saturday to 
“stand for children" in an event that com- 
bined the flavors of a religious revival 
meeting and the great U.S. Civil rights 
demonstrations of decades ago. 

Politicians were absent, but the rally was 
nevertheless enm eshed in election-year 
political debate as aides accused it of 
defending a failed big-government welfare 
system. 

President Bill Clinton used it to set the 
theme for his weekly radio address, meet- 
ing seven young participants in the Oval 
Office and attariring Republican Medicaid 
proposals “that could amount to child 
neglect for a whole generation.” 

Stand For Children was sponsored by 
3,000 organisations around the country. 
Park Police estimated the crowd at 200,000. 

In bright spring sunshine, before tbe lofty 
columns of the Lincoln Memorial, children, 
parents, teachers and preachers told stories 
of triumph over adversity, sickness, drugs 
and poverty as throngs lined the reflecting 
pool. 

Actors, singers and others appealed for 
the rights of children, some leading revival- 
ist-style singing and dancing. A mother told 
of losing health insurance to pay the bills of 
her ill son. A blind child described his 
mother’s fight to save him. A daughter 
spoke of her mother’s victory over drug 


addiction. 

Although there were no politicians among 
the speakers, tbe subtext of many addresses 
was that the government was not doing 
enough for poor children: 

Marian Wright Ede lman . head of the 
Children’s Defence Fund, which organised 
the rally, told foe cheering crowd: “We do 
not stand here advocating big government. 
We stand here advocating just government, 
a government that does not give more to 
those who have and less to those who have 
not. 

The Rev. Samuel Proctor, Martin Luther 
King Memorial professor at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey, said the nation 
was moving toward “building more jaOs for 
our youth rather than enhancing their edu- 
cation, starving innocent infants rather than 
improving their chances for productive liv- 
ing.” 

Leading up to tbe rally, congressional 
Democrats listed Republicans’ “top 10 
votes against kids ” and Republicans issued 
a study blaming the burden of excessive 
government spending for pushing children 
into poverty. 

The conservative Heritage Foundation 
said foe sponsors of the march had a “mis- 
guided agenda — defending a welfare sys- 
tem that hurts foe very children it is intend- 
ed to help.” 


NATO to seal radical deal on future role 


BRUSSELS (R) — Dra- 
wing on foe hard-learned 
lessons of tbe West’s failure 
in Bosnia, NATO foreign 
ministers take steps this 
week to make the alliance 
capable of dealing with 
future post-cold war crises. 

The 16 ministers meeting 
in Berlin will start tbe 
process of transforming a 
defensive military alliance 
designed to withstand a 
massive attack from foe east 
into an organisation capable 
of mounting new missions 
from crisis management to 
peacekeeping. 

By adapting the alliance’s 
command structures to 
reflect post-cold war reali- 
ties and giving Europeans a 
greater role, the Noth At- 
lantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) also confirms itself 
as tbe continent’s pre-emi- 
nent security organisation. 

“Five years ago, there was 
serious talk of everything 
except a major attack being 
dealt with by others and 
NATO slowly withering on 
the vine. Now, everything i$ 
seen as within NATO ” said 
one alliance diplomat 

Underlining NATO’s key 
role in Europe, foe ministers 
will also hold talks with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, on the 
fringes of the main meeting, 
on his country’s role in the 
alliance-led Peace Imple- 
mentation Force [IFOR) in 
Bosnia. 

NATO hopes the success 
of foe 60, 000-strong force 
policing the Dayton Peace 
Accords and the unprece- 
dented cooperation with 
non-NATO countries will 
become a model for other 
security missions. 


Ml Primakov is expected 
again to criticise NATO’s 
plans to expand eastwards 
— an issue NATO ministers 
are keen to play down ahead 
of the Russian presidential 
elections- on June 16. 

On Friday, President 
Boris Yeltsin said in a re- 
election manifesto that 
Russia wanted a real part- 
nership with the United 
States and Western Europe, 
but ibis could be hurt by 
NATO’s expansion plans. 

“We will once again stress 
enlargement will be a trans- 
parent process, containing 
no surprises and with no 
intention of creating new 
dividing lines in Europe,” 
said another alliance diplo- 
mat. 

Russia, foe United States, 
France, Britain, and Ger- 
many, the big powers who 
for years tried and felled to 
broker an end to tbe Balkan 
crisis, also meet in Berlin. 

Keen to keep the unity 
that finally brought the 
worst conflict in Europe 
since World War n to an 
end, the contact group 
countries will speak with 
one voice over the need to 
press ahead with elections 
in Bosnia. 

The wars resulting from 
the break-up of former 
Yugoslavia have convinced 
all the NATO allies that 
attempts to create a Euro- 
pean Security and Defence 
Identity (ESDI) must take 
place within the trans- 
Atlanoc alliance. 

Diplomats said the crisis 
was finally resolved when 
foe United States and the 
main European allies, 
France and Britain, spoke in 
unison — a lesson quickly 


absorbed in Paris and Lon- 
don. 

Britain always wanted 
ESDI within NATO, but 
France previously preferred 
to see such a development 
within the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU), itself 
possibly merged with the 
European Union. 

Last December that 
changed. President Jacques 
Chirac indicated France 
could rejoin the alliance’s 
military structures it left in 
1966 in return for reforms 
giving Europeans greater 
visibility. 

“WEU as a European pil- 
lar within foe alliance: Ne- 
ver have we been so united 
on foe aim,” added the 
diplomat 

In Berlin, the ministers 
will give this accord practi- 
cal shape by agreeing mech- 
anisms which forsee foe use 
by European nations of 
NATO’S largely U.S.- 
owned facilities, satellites 
and communications equip- 
ment, for WEU missions. 

Diplomats say the agree- 
ment on Combined Joint 
Task Forces (CJTFs), as 
they are known in military 
jargon, sketches over tbe 
derails and big differences 
still remain, but say they 
represent a radical new step 
for the alliance. 

“The agreement on a new 
concept of more flexible 
command structures that we 
are expected to reach in 
Berlin is a milestone in the 
history of NATO .” alliance 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana said last week. 


Chinese police 
arrest mass 
murderer 

■S 

BEUING (AFP) — Police 
in China’s Yunan province 
have arrested a man sus- * 
pec ted of committing 25 
murders over eight pro- 
vinces during a nine-month 
killing spree in 1993, a 
newspaper reported Sun- 
day. Li Zhiyong, 40, from 
the southwestern pro- 
vince’s Tengcong county, 
was arrested several days 
ago in the town of Rufli, 
close to tbe Burmese bor- 
der, the People’s Public 
Security News said. Li 
allegedly killed 25 people 
between February and 
October 1993 as be trav- 
elled through the provinces 
of Yunnan, Sichaun, 
Shaanxi, Henan, Hunan, 
Guizhou, Guangdong and 
GuangxL According to the 
newspaper, he murdered 
victims with an electric 
truncheon, of tbe type car- 
ried by Chinese police, and 
robbed them of tens of 
-thousands of yuan. 

Sailor rescued in ^ 
the Atlantic 

NEWPORT, Rhode Island 
(R) — A Massachusetts 
pan galling alone to Eng- 
land was rescued in tbe mid 
Atlantic Saturday after foe 
mast of his 9-metre boat 
broke off, the U.S. Coast 
Guard said. David Dietz, of 
Nantucket, was reported in 
aood condition after he was 
picked up about 700 miles 
(1,127 kilometres) south- 
east of Cape Cod by a 
freighter bound for Nor- 
way, a Coast Guard duty 
officer in Boston said. Ml 
D ietz was headed from 
Newport to Plymouth, 
England. Local news me- 
dia reported he was partici- 
pating in a cross-Atlantic . 
race, but foe Coast Guard = 
said that could not be 
immedia tely confirmed. 

Diana makes plea 
for anorexics 

LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana, entering a row over 
the use of extremely thin 
models in feshiou maga- 
zines, marie a plea for help 
Sunday for those suffering 
from eating disorders such 
as anorexia and bulimia. In 
an article in the Sunday 
Express Princess Diana, 
who admitted on television 
last year she had suffered 
from bulimia for years, 
pleaded for more aware- 
ness and understanding of 
the problem.. Princess 
Diana, who is held up by , 
magazines as a fashion; _ 
icon, said parents and car- 
ers had to give children the 
strength to resist the -pres- 
sures of modem society. 
“Every step we take to help 
destroy that blind quest for 
‘perfection’ is so impor- 
tant," she wrote. Princess 
Diana’s comments come 
just days after a row erupt- 
ed over the use of emaciat- 
ed-looking models in the 
fashion magazine Vogue. 
The row began when Swiss 
watchmaker Omega can- 
celled advertising in a 
protest over anorexia ner- 
vosa. “I thought it was irre- 
sponsible for a leading 
magazine which should he 
setting an example to select 
models of anorexic propor- 
tions,” Omega Director 
Giles Rees said Thursday-*} 
But Alexandra Shulman, 
editor of tbe London edi- 
tion of the magazine , 
defended its choice of 
models, saying: “They tend 
to be in their late teens 
still, naturally, extremely 

thin. “As the fashion biUe 
we are acutely concerned 
about the dangers of ap- 
pearing to promote unnatu- 
rally slim models.” Omega 
backtracked 24 hours later 
and announced it would 
continue advertising in 
Vogue but said it urged the 
magazine to consider ad- 
dressing the issues. Re- 
search has linked the trend 
for ultra-thin models with a 
rise in_ disorders like 
anorexia. Many women, 
and men, are said to feel 
inadequate when compar- 
ing themselves to the mod- 
els. Princess Diana, who is 
locked in acrimonious <frj» 
vorce talks with Prince 
Charles, the heir to Bri- 
tain’s throne, said in 
Sunday's article that eating 
disorders often seemed to 
have their roots in child- 
hood insecurities. 
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Res cue w orkers carry away one of the victims of an accident involving a bos and a passenger train Saturday on the 
outskirts of Mazatian. Thirty-three people died and 13 were injured, most of them seriously, when the train 
slammed mto a crowded bus carrying mostly university students. No one was injured on the train, and a four-year- 
old hoy was the only bus passenger to escape injury (Reuter photo) 

' 33 dead , 13 injured in Mexico train-bus collision 


MAZATLAN, Mexico (R) — Thirty- 
three people died and 13 were injured, 
most of them seriously, when a pas- 
senger train slammed into a crowded 
bus carrying mostly university stu- 
dents in northern Mexico, officials 
said Saturday. 

The train collided with the bus at a 
train crossing Friday night on the out- 
skirts of Mazatian, a Pacific coastal 
dry about 600 kilometres northwest of 
Mexico City, officials said. 

A four-year-old boy was the only 
bus passenger not injured in the acci- 
dent, a Mazatian state official said. 
None of the passengers on the train 


was hurt 

“It was horrible. We have at least 33 
dead and some very seriously injured 
people,” Emma Ibarra, a Red Cross 
official in Mazatian. told Reuters in a 
telephone interview. 

The bus driver, unaware of the train, 
drove the bus across the tracks without 
looking and did not bear the warning 
cries of his passengers in time to avoid 
the fast-moving train, Ms. Ibarra said 

“Apparently be bad music on very 
loud and the bus was so filled with 
people that be did not see the train. 
People cried out to warn him, but be 
did not bear them in time,” she said 


Luis Zuniga Vizcarra, assistant Si- 
naloa state attorney general in Mazat- 
ian, told state-owned news agency 
Notimex that the passenger train was 
heading to the northern city of No- 
gales from the western city of Guada- 
lajara when it hit the bus, dragging it 
about 300 metres before coming to a 
halt 

He said the young boy apparently 
escaped injuries because he was 
thrown into a nearby cornfield 
The injured were taken to several 
hospitals in the city centre of Mazat- 
ian, Ms. Ibarra said 


Nastase votes in Bucharest race 






BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian former 
tennis star Hie Nastase, looking as fresh as 
a 49-year-old can after a night at the disco, 
voted Sunday in local elections he expects 
to make him mayor of Bucharest 

Flanked by his campaign team Nastase 
stopped off for a heart-starting coffee out- 
side a burger bar near his home in a suburb 
favoured in the past by the Communist-era 
ruling elite. 

■**’ '•’nVe went' out for a while and visited a 

• few: discos. I think I deserve it after three 

• fdOnthS^ ’Mi Nastase told Reuters of his 
pre-election tour of Bucharest nightspots. 

Across town opposition Democratic 
Convention (CDR) candidate Victor 
Ciorbea, a 41-year-oid trade union boss 
who cuts a mare sombre figure than long- 
haired Nastase, arrived at a voting station 
with CDR presidential candidate Emil 
Constantinescu. 

“These local elections are an important 
first step before the national and presiden- 
tial elections to bring about the general 
change necessary for Romania,” said Mr. 
Constantinescu. 

Bucharest is currently held by a liberal 
mayor 

The local elections* for municipal coun- 
cils across Romania, are seen as an impor- 
tant barometer of support for the ruling 


Party of Social Democracy (PDSR) before 
parliamentary and presidential elections 
due in late September or October 

The PDSR, headed by President Ion 
Diescu, emerged from the old Communist 
Party and has effectively governed since the 
1989 revolution which toppled dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Standing in Bucharest for the PDSR, Mr 
Nastase represents what Romanians refer to 
as “the power”, a coalition of powerful 
entrenched political and business interests. 
He says it is a recipe for action, rivals see it 
as a recipe for cronyism. 

The PDSR, never as popular in Bucharest 
as in the peasant villages and Communist- 
era industrial towns, has found in the 1976 
French Open winner a national hero which 
has helped moderate its image as a party 
dominated by old Communists. 

“We proved that we have the youngest 
candidates, people who are brilliant, people 
who are coming from different areas and 
Die is only one of these,” PDSR Executive 
President Adrian Nastase, no relation, said 
in a recent interview. 

While the ruling party polls 20 per cent 
support, Hie Nastase has polled as high as 
47 per cent, showing his personal pulling 
power to overcome the stigma of the party. 


Australian premier leads 
stand on tougher gun laws 


SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lian Prime Minister John 
Howard Sunday led the 
country’s politicians in 
vowing to introduce 
tougb gun laws after the 
second shooting spree in 
just over a month, shrug- 
ging off huge anti-gun 
control rallies. 

“I understand how 
strongly some people feel 
j about this issue and I’ve 
always acknowledged 
there are a lot of law- 
abiding people who are 
going to be affected by 
these new laws,” Mr. 
Howard told reporters in 
Svdney. 

*T also know that the 
great majority of the Aus- 
tralian people support the 
stand that I have taken... 
and whilst I understand 
the views of people who 
dissent, the government’s 
position win not alter,” 
Mr. Howard said. 

Some 60,000 gun own- 
ers staged one of the 
country s biggest protests 
since the Vietnam War 
Saturday, just hours after 
a gunman armed with a 
pump-action shotgun 
wounded five people 
near the tropical city of 
Darwin, capital of the 
' northern temtory. 

A 23-year-old man was 
being questioned Sunday 
in auarwin hospital after 
being shot in the arm by 
police and hit with a stun 
grenade. 


Mr. Howard plans to 
ban automatic and semi- 
automatic weapons like 
the ones used in the April 
28 shooting massacre of 
35 people in Port Arthur, 
Tasmania, and Saturday's 
shooting in the town of 
Palmerston, 20 kilome- 
tres south of Darwin. 

Pro- gun control rallies 
in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne Sunday saw calls 
for politicians to stand 
firm on their commit- 
ment to stricter gun laws, 
despite the huge rallies. 

“we have to stand on 
this issue and we will 
stand firm,” federal 
Liberal parliamentarian 

Joe Hocking" told the 
gun-control rally in Syd- 

am confident that the 
overwhelming communi- 
ty supports tougher uni- 
form national gun laws,” 
Mr. Hocking said. 
Opinion polls show 95 
per cent of Australians 
favour tighter gun con- 
trol. 

The Northern Territo- 
ry’s Chief Minister Shane 
Stone said the latest 
shooting reinforced the 
need for uniform national 
gun laws as the gunman 
who ran amok Saturday 
had only recently arrived 
in Palmerston from Tas- 
mania. 

“What it does demonstrate 
is that whilst the territory 
has maintained a very strin- 


gent and high standard of 
firearm legislation, other 
states have let us down to 
the point where firearms 
have been far too accessi- 
ble... ” Mr. Stone said. 

Australian gun laws are a 
state responsibility and vary 
dramatically, with no natio- 
nal register of firearms. 

In die wake of the Port 
Arthur massacre, Tasmania 
has b ann ed automatic and 
semi-automatic weapons. 

Australia’s most populous 
state New South Wales has 
already banned the sale of 
automatic and semi-auto- 
matic weapons and has 
introduced new legislation 
to return gun control to the 
national government. 

Mr. Howard said that 
tougher gun control laws 
would not guarantee an end 
to further shootings. 

“That would be ridiculous 
(to assert). What the laws 
would do is minimise the 
danger to the widespread 
possession of weapons,” 
Mr. Howard said. 

Mr. Howard said Austra- 
lian politicians had the op- 
portunity to stop the country 
adopting the gun culture of 
the United States. 

“Its (United States') po- 1 
liticians are intimidated out 
of doing anything. I am 
determined that will not 
happen in this country and 
that is why I’ve taken the 
stand that I have,” Mr. 
Howard said. 


1st Caucasus 
summit to 
boost 

Yeltsin’s poll 
prospects 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin chairs 
a Caucasus summit Mon- 
day thai will give him a 
new opportunity to portray 
himself as a powerful re- 
gional leader ahead of the 
Russian presidential elec- 
tions later this month. 

The first such summit to 
be held since the break-up 
of the Soviet Union five 
years ago will bring toge- 
ther the beads of both the 
independent states of the 
region and the republics 
still under Russian control. 

They include Edouard 
Shevardnadze of Georgia, 
Armenia’s Levon Ter-Pet- 
rossian and Azerbaijan’s 
Gaidar Aliyev — still 
locked in conflict over foe 
enclave of Nagorno-Ka- 
rabakh — and foe head of 
the pro-Russian govern- 
ment of Chechenya, Doku 
Zavgayev. 

The conference, at 
Kislovodsk in southern 
Russia, is to climax with 
tbe signing of a “declara- 
tion of inter-ethnic under- 
standing, of peace, cultural 
and technical cooperation 
in the Caucasus. 

And it may well include, 
like tbe May 17 summit of 
foe Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States in Mos- 
cow, a ringing endorse- 
ment by the participants of 
Mr. Yeltsin for the June 16 
elections, according to 
ITAR-TASS news agency. 

The declaration to be 
signed will probably not 
go beyond vague expres- 
sions of goodwill given the 
numerous unresolved con- 
flicts in the region. 

Armenia in particular, 
claiming sovereignty ova 
die Armenian-populated 
enclave in Azerbaijan, 
would rather avoid state- 
ments reaffirming territori- 
al integrity. 

Russia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia, for their part, do 
not want to see right of 
self-determination ack- 
nowledged when they are 
fighting respectively 
against Chechen, Armen- 
ian, and Abkhaz and Os- 
setian separatism. 

As a consequence, “we’ll 
just stick to genera] princi- 
ples and avoid controver- 
sies,” said a Georgian dip- 
lomat, while noting “that 
for tbe first time for sever- 
al years we’ll be talking 
about peace in the region.” 


Standoff at Chechen rebel 
stronghold threatens truce 


OUTSIDE SHALI, Russia (AFP) — A 
tense standoff between Chechen 
rebels and Russian forces surrounding 
this town continued Sunday, threaten- 
ing tbe fragile truce agreed last week 
between President Boris Yeltsin and 
rebel leaders. 

Meanwhile, the head of tbe OSCE 
mission in Chechenya, Tim Guldi- 
mann, was due to meet the chief of 
staff of the Chechen rebel forces, 
Aslan Maskhadov, in a bid to jump- 
start the already faltering process, 
ITAR-TASS news agency reported. 

They were to discuss the peace calks 
cancelled Saturday in the Dagestan 
capital Makhachkala, and those 
planned for Tuesday in foe Ingush 
capital Nazran, which the Chechen 
side has not yet agreed to attend. 

The Russians hp(i blamed the can- 
cellation of the Saturday talks on the 
Chechen separatists’ “excessive 
demands that the safety of their dele- 
gation be ensured,” ITAR-TASS said. 

But tbe fragile peace seemed most at 
risk Sunday at Sbali. Russian troops 
were allowing no access to the town, 
and only women and children, on foot, 
were being allowed out. 

Women walking through the cordon 
said the situation in foe besieged town, 
35 kilometres southeast of the capital 
Grozny, was calm. 

Federal troops sealed off Shall 
Friday because rebel leader Zelim- 
khan Yandarbiyev addressed a rally 
there, on bis return from Moscow, In- 
terfax News Agency cited tbe premier 
of the pro-Russian Chechen govern- 


ment, Nikolai Kochnum, as saying. 

Rebels inside the town were given 
until 0400 GMT Saturday to surrender 
their weapons, after three Russian sol- 
diers and a local rebel commander 
were killed in a clash Friday. 

Me Yandarbiyev addressed foe Tally 
on his return from last Monday’s 
Moscow ceasefire talks with Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Me Kochman told Interfax be bad 
had a “serious discussion” with Rus- 
sian commanders Saturday as to how 
Mr. Yanderbiyev had been allowed 
into the town to address what Mr. 
Kochman termed a “propaganda meet- 
ing." 

Mr. Yanderbiyev had used tbe rally 
to call for “illegal action, tbe elimina- 
tion of the (pro-Russian) Chechen 
government and the boycott of the leg- 
islative elections on June 16,” Mr. 
Kochman said. 

A rebel spokesman, Movladi Udu- 
gov, Saturday threatened renewed 
fighting throughout Chechenya if Rus- 
sia went ahead with organising foe 
proposed elections in the breakaway 
republic. 

Tbe rebel stronghold, where he 
addressed a rally of 3,000 supporters, 
had been tbe major stop on Mr. 
Yandarbayev’s journey back from 
Moscow Friday. 

After landing from Moscow in 
Sleptsovk Airport in neighbouring 
Ingushetia, the rebel leader and his 
delegation marie brief stops to address 
smaller meetings in several villages as 
they made their way to Shaii. 


Tbe crowds, several of over 1.000 
people, waved separatist flags and 
portraits of tbe former President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, killed in a Rus- 
sian air raid, and top guerrilla Com- 
mander Shamyl Bassayev. 

After addressing foe Shaii meeting, 
Mr. Yanderbayev left for a village in 
southern Chechenya. 

The ceasefire, which came into force 
midnight Friday, was observed every- 
where Saturday except for a clash in 
foe Nozhai-Yun region in foe south- 
east of foe country. 

There were no reports of any cease- 
fire breaches across the tiny Muslim 
republic early Sunday as Russian 
army negotiators resumed talks with 
rebels on freeing 26 Russian troops 
captured by the separatists in Nozhay- 
YurL 

Earlier, a spokesman for the sepa- 
ratists had propused exchanging the 
26 Russians for 10 Cbecbens captured 
by federal troops in Sbali. 

In Grozny, three Russian soldiers 
were killed Sunday when their tank set 
off a mine, foe spokesman for foe pro- 
Moscow Interior Ministry Yigor Po- 
gossov said. 

Russian forces immediately blocked 
off foe area and refused to allow jour- 
nalists access. 

Interfax also said two Russian con- 
struction workers taken hostage by 
Chechen rebels in December were 
freed Sunday. A total of 27 remain 
captive. 


Chechenya violence hangs over Russia campaign 


MOSCOW (R) — Two weeks before 
Russia’s presidential election, opinion 
polls put President Boris Yeltsin ahead 
of his Communist rival but fresh vio- 
lence in Chechenya Sunday threatened 
to upset his campaign. 

A ceasefire negotiated by Mr. Yeltsin 
with Chechen separatist leader 
Zehmkhan Yandarbiyev aimed at 
boosting bis reelection chances was to 
have come into force at midnight 
Friday. 

But tbe deaths of four Russian sol- 
diers Sunday in a blast that damaged 
their armoured vehicle in the Chechen 
capital Grozny' climaxed clashes that 
threw tire truce into doubt 
Tbe Kremlin hailed Mr. Yeltsin's 
Chechenya initiative last week, in 
which be also made a lightning visit to 
tbe rebel region, as a tour de force 
illustrating his ' resolve to end the 
almost 18-month-old conflict 
But his presidential opponents, 
chiefly Communist candidate Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, dismissed it as a cyn- 
ical election ploy of little real sub- 
stance, and continuing violence up to 
June 16 election day would provide 
his rival with ammunition. 

An opinion poll by tbe Cessi Ins- 
titute published by the Moscow Times 
newspaper and CNN television net- 
work showed the Kremlin chief keep- 
ing bis lead over Mr. Zyuganov, a 51- 
year-old former maths teacher. 

It gave Mr. Yeltsin 32.6 per cent of 
foe vote to 19.7 per cent for Mr. 
Zyuganov and said none of the other 


nine candidates would get more than 
six per cent. It also suggested Mr. 
Yeltsin would coast lo victory against 
Mr. Zyuganov in a second-round run- 
off in July. 

The two men have broadcast com- 
peting philosophies as they have criss- 
crossed the vast Russian Federation. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, Russia’s first elected 
president and once a junior member of 
the ruling Soviet poUtburo, bills his 
campaign as a crusade to stop foe 
return of Communists to the Kremlin 
and a new era of repression. 

Ml Zyuganov, less charismatic than 
Mr. Yeltsin and a dull public speaker, 
has nonetheless exploited widespread 
resentment among millions at poverty 
and hardship caused by tbe chaotic 
transition to a market economy pro- 
moted by Mr. Yeltsin. 

He seems likely to hammer away at 
the s ame message when be sets off 
Monday for a four-day trip to western 
and central Siberia, his last full cam- 
paign tour before election day. 

Mr. Yeltsin, assured of heavy cover- 
age on pro-government television and 
demonstrating a renewed vigour bely- 
ing two bouts of heart trouble last 
year, plans to continue touring up to a 
final appearance in his home town of 
Yekaterinburg on June 14. 

All opinion polls say neither of the 
two men will gather the 50 per cent of 
votes needed to win the first round 
outright and it will go to a second- 
round, head-to-head dash in July. 

But pollsters acknowledge that their 


methods of sounding out the voting 
intentions of Russia's 105 million 
electorate are unreliable and there 
could be surprises in store. 

Support for flamboyant ultra-nation- 
alist leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
widely seen by many pollsters as like- 
ly to win third place, is notoriously 
hard to read in opinion polls and he 
often snaps up a gut “protest” vote at 
foe last minute. 

Where his votes and those of other 
candidates would go after foe first 
round could be vital for the ul timate 
outcome. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has rolled out a 
sweeping programme for action if he 
is re-elected, will seek to consolidate 
his image as a peacemaker when he 
meets tbe leaders of foe Transcau- 
casian stales — Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia — and Russia's north 
Caucasus regions Monday. 

Leaders of these and the other mem- 
bers of foe Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) have already 
given public backing for Mr. Yeltsin's 
campaign for a second term. 

But the “Caucasian summit" in the 
south Russian spa town of Kislovodsk 
risks being overshadowed by events in 
Chechenya. 

With each side blaming the other for 
clashes in foe region at foe weekend, 
talks between Russian officials and 
Chechen commanders on practicalities 
of enforcing foe truce were postponed 
from Saturday. 


Dole hits Clinton’s honesty, integrity 


WASHINGTON (R) — Republican 
presidential candidate Bob Dole 
Saturday launched his sharpest attack 
so for on President Bill Clinton's char- 
acter, saying foe American people 
deserved 100 per cent honesty from 
their president. 

In a speech to Republican state 
chairmen, Sen. Dole never uttered the 
word “Whitewater” and said he did 
not want to make Mr. Clinton’s char- 
acter an issue. 

But he left little doubt he was refer- 
ring to this week’s convictions of three 
former Mr. Clinton associates in 
Arkansas on fraud charges linked to 
the Whitewater affair, a tangled finan- 
cial controversy that began with a 
failed investment in a land deal. 

“I want to be president because I 
want to return integrity to our govern- 
ment — a mission that’s more impor- 
tant this week than even a week ago.” 
said Sen. Dole. 

The Dole campaign has instructed 
aides not to refer directly to 
Whitewater and let the affair speak for 
itself. But Sen. Dole clearly wanted to 
seize on some of the issues raised by 
the case, in which Mr. Clinton testified 
by videotape for the defendants. 

His speech throughout was dotted 
with words like “trust", “honesty" 
“integrity” and “truth.” 

‘Tve said that this campaign is about 
telling the truth,” Sen. Dole declared- 
“Telling the truth abouL Bill Qinton’s 
record is a full time job.” 

“Every time Bill Clinton says one 
thing and does another — every time 
he talks like a conservative but gov- 
erns like a liberal — he puts his char- 
acter and credibility on die table,” Sen. 
Dole said. 

He added; “The American people 
deserve nothing less than 100 per cent 
honesty from their president” 

Sen. Dole said Mr. Clinton invited 
voters to ask whether he co.uld be 



Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole greets Mother Teresa at the 
Gilt Of Peace Convent In Washington D.C. Saturday. Mother Teresa is in 
town to visit the new convent (Reuter photo) 


(rusted by saying one thing and doing 
another on many key issues. “And the 
harsh light of public scrutiny will not 
be kind,” said Sen. Dole. 

Later Saturday, foe Clinton cam- 
paign released a statement saying Sen. 
Dole’s speech was “not surprising.” 

“With no positive agenda or vision 
for where to move our country, we can 
expect to see a lot more of these des- 
perare and negative personal attacks 
on foe president,” it said. 

At foe party’s convention in August 
Sen. Dole will formally receive foe 
Republican nomination to challenge 
Mr. Clinton in foe Nov, 5 election. 
Recent polls indicate he is trailing foe 


president by around 15 percentage 
points. 

But Sen. Dole said his decision two 
weeks ago to resign from the Senate 
had energised Republicans and be felt 
foe gap narrowing. 

‘Traveling across America, 1 can feel 
the tide turning. It’s turning out there. 
Believe me, it’s turning,” he said. 

Sen. Dole has been spending about 
four days a week campaigning. Last 
week, he was in California, Illinois 
and Ohio. Next week, he will visit 
Michigan and Virginia. 

He has also started speaking from 
prepared texts — a pattern he followed 
Saturday — with the result that his 
speeches have become more focused. 
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Labour, Likud — never two 
sides of the same coin 


No cause for sit-in 

TENSION BETWEEN the government and the 
Jordan Press Association (JPA) mounted yester- 
day after the Minister of Information, Marwan 
Muasher,, refused to withdraw a draft law 
governing the work of the association in a 
meeting the two sides held yesterday. 

The association, whose restricted membership 
rose to a meagre 360 yesterday even after 24 
journalists were sworn in as members before Dr. 
Muasher, has been at loggerheads with the 
ministry over the draft law on which the associa- 
tion says it has not been consulted. 

The meeting between members of the associa- 
tion’s executive board and Dr. Muasher resulted 
in the board calling for a sit-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry on Tuesday to protest the new 
draft legislation. 

In yesterday’s meeting, the minister sounded 
genuinely conciliatory when he told the president 
of the association and his delegation that it was 
impossible to withdraw the law since it is now 
being discussed by the Cabinet but offered 
instead to meet jointly with the Lower House’s 
Judiciary Committee to discuss any amendments 
the association might want to introduce to the 
draft law. But the delegation decided to reject the 
minister’s proposal having taken it to the board 
later in the day. 

A number of journalists are also considering 
signing a petition that would express the associa- 
tion members’ rejection of the new law but it is 
not dear yet how many would sign it because of a 
dear division within the journalistic community 
over the nature of the amendments and their 
impact. 

A major objection that the leadership of the 
association has against the draft law is an 
amendment concerning the definition of a jour- 
nalist and a new criteria for eligibility for 
membership. Those opposed to the draft legisla- 
tion charge the new definition would leave the 
door wide open for non-journalists to join the 
association whose membership has thus far been 
strictly controlled:, leaving many established 
journalists outside the association. 

But the main point of contention is a proposed 
amendment which would no longer make mem- 
bership in the association obligatory for practis- 
ing journalists. The JPA is opposed to this 
change on the grounds that in the new situation 
the association would be unable to regulate the 
profession. 

But despite the campaign that the board is 
leading against the draft law, we believe that the 
new legislation is far superior to what the JPA 
leadership is proposing in terms of promise and 
outlook as well as respect for the freedom of 
association which journalists should be among 
the first to recognise and advocate. 

One can understand the JPA’s fears that 
making membership a matter of choice for 
journalists could weaken its claim on the repre- 
sentation of journalists. Forced membership in 
unions and associations, however, constitutes a 
denial of the basic right for individuals to choose 
the groups with which they want to be involved. 
Instead of demanding that journalists be legally 
obliged to join its ranks, the association can work 
to attract journalists to join it by convincing them 
that it can best serve their interests. If journalists 
are convinced that their association is working to 
promote their causes, enhance their freedoms 
and improve their working conditions, they will 
inevitably want to be part of it. This is where the 
JPA needs to work hard, very hard, and to prove 
that its strength emanates from its role in serving 
the cause of journalists and journalists and not 
from some protectionist measures stipulated in 
the law. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE FALL of Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres and 
the rise of Likud leader Benyamin Netanyahu to the 
reins of power in Israel sent shock waves in the peace 
camp. A! Ra’i Arabic daily said in its editorial Sunday. 
It said the Likud Party's platform and statements by its 
leaders, including the elected Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, had brought about pessimism among the 
region's people, regarding the future of the region. This 
state of pessimism, it continued, expanded to include 
those proponents of the peace process who were hope- 
ful before the election of the Likud leader as prime min- 
ister. In this light, we are witnessing intensive moves by 
parties involved in the peace process to contain the 
effects of the Israeli elections and to bring the process 
back on track, the newspaper said. It highlighted His 
Majesty King Hussein’s telephone call with Mr. 
Netanyahu in this regard, stressing Jordan* s interest in 
peace among peoples. King Hussein, it said, reiterated 
the need to condone the process in an interview with 
Cable News Network (CNN), reminding that the deci- 
sion to make peace was irreversible. . 


By Michael Jansen 

BOTH ARABS and West- 
erners who contend that die 
Likud and Labour parties 
are “two sides of the same 
coin” and that it does not 
make any difference who 
won the Israeli election are 
deluding themselves. 

The pessimists, including 
the 80,000 Israelis of Pales- 
tinian origin (the so-called 
“Arab Israelis” who, report- 
edly, brought about 
Labour's defeat by casting 
blank ballots in die prime 
ministerial vote, argue that 
by starving the Palestinians 
in the self-rule areas and 
bombing Lebanon former 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres demonstrated 
that be was no better than 
the hardline Likud leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The pessimists seem 'to 
stick to the maxim — a 
Zionist is a Zionist is a 
Zionist But this proves 
nothing except the fact that 
such pessimists are igno- 
rant about Zionism. 
Because there are many 
types — and flavours — of 
Zionism. Labour Zionism 
was the dominant force in 
the first 30 years of the 
state. 

It is true that Labour's 
Shimon Peres, from the 
Palestinian point of view, 
was a great disappointment. 
A man projected by the 
media as the Israeli “godfa- 
ther” of the peace process, 
he failed to secure the 
implementation of the Oslo 
accords. His government 
did not release Palestinian 
prisoners, open the land 
corridor between Gaza and 
Jericho, depart from 
Hebron or achieve progress 
on die “ final status* issues 
of Jerusalem, refugees, bor- 
ders, resources and so forth. 
And he imposed the puni- 
tive closures on the West 
Bank and Gaza causing 
Palestinians great distress 
and suffering. 

The problem with Peres is 
that he was, like his prede- 
cessor Yitzhak Rabin, an 
old-fashioned, unrecon- 
structed Zionist A man 
basically committed to die 
“Land” captured by Israel, 
to its settlement and incor- 
poration in the “Jewish 
state.” For Peres, and 
Rabin, the idea that this 
“Land” should be ceded to 
the Palestinians was, funda- 


mentally, unacceptable. 
And, although* committed 
in their minds to making 
peace with the Palestinians 
on the basis of die “land for 
peace” formula, neither 
Peres nor Rabin were psy- 
chologically capable of 
divesting themselves — 
Israel — of the territories 
captured in the war of 1967, 
a war they personally 


During a visit to Cypres 
soon after the initialing of 
the Jordan-Israel treaty in 
1994, Peres stated finely 
that Israel would not with- 
draw from the West Bank in 
accordance with Resolution 
242: “We have withdrawn 
from 90 per cent of the ter- 
ritories occupied in 1967”. 
And he said that Israeli set- 
tlers would stay — a point 
he made aD too clear during 
the election campaign. The 
problem between Palestini- 
ans and Israeli settlers, be 
said, was one “between 
people” who must learn to 
live together. This was a 
totally false and insensitive 
reading of the situation. 

But then Peres is an old 
Zionist, a founding-father 
of the state. He could not be 
expected to take a liberal or 
generous attitude towards 
the old enemies of Zionism. 
Peres is, however, a Labour 
Zionist, a secularist, a man 
of tiie modem Western 
worid and susceptible to its 
h umanis t influences. In 
spite of the closures and the 
Cana massacre, a man of 
reason. Furthermore, Peres, 
the septuagenarian found- 
ing-father, is on his way 
out And his successors — 
men like Yossi Beilin and 
Haim Ramon and Avraham 
Burg — belong to a new 
generation of Labour Zion- 
ists who have accepted the 
necessity of making com- 
promises on the “Land of 
Israel”, of granting the 
Palestinians a share of this 
land, an inequitable share, 
to be sure, but at least the 
West Bank and Gaza — and 
probably even East 
Jerusalem. Such men are 
the politicians of the future 
in the Labour Party. They 
are Israel-bom, pragmatic 
Israeli nationalists rather 
than Zionists. And over the 
past decade they, and their 
coalition partners in the 
Meretz Party, have grown 
up and matured. These 
“new” Labourites are pre- 


pared to accept Palestinian 
self-determmation and 
independence in a state, the 
division of Jerusalem and a 
total evacuation of the Syr- 
ian Golan (and southern 
Lebanon). They are the 
forces of light and peace in 
the Jewish state, men pre- 
pared to accept a “Lesser 
Israel”, an Israel minus 
most of the land acquired 
by conquest in 1967. 

Tilmd Zionism is a differ- 
ent story. 

Arab and Western opti- 
mists who claim they can 
deal with the Tilmd, that 
that party can be persuaded 
to exchange land for peace 
and to carry on with the 
peace process could not be 
more wrong. 

' The optimists’ argument 
that the Likud handed the 
Sinai back to Egypt so it 
has shown itself to be inter- 
ested in peace is false. For 
the Likud only rearmed the 
Sinai to Egypt because that 
was tire only way to remove 
Egypt, the only serious 
Arab military power, from 
the front of Arab confronta- 
tion states. Furthermore, 
this peacemaking cost the 
Likud nothing on the ideo- 
logical level because its 
philosophers never claimed 
Sinai as a part of “Eretz 
Israel”. Those who argue 
that peace can be made 
with the Likud because it is 
only the other face of the 
Labour coin have not done 
their homework. 

Its roots are in the 
Jabotinsky movement, also 
superficially secular, but 
with a strong undertone of 
mani c messianism and a 
drive towards territorial 
aggrandisement (the east 
bank of the Jordan being 
one of the parcels of land 
claimed). For the Likud, the 
West Bank is “Judea and 
Samaria**, die heartland of 
the ancient Jewish king- 
doms, the sacred territory 
of the Jewish religious 
texts.. Not “ope inch” can, 
for the Likud, be alienated 
by handing it back to tbe 
Palestinians. Benyamin 
Netanyahu glibly states that 
his government is prepared 
to grant the Palestinians 
“full autonomy” but asserts, 
at the same time, dial Israeli 
troops will not implement 
further redeployment from 
Palestinian territory — 
indeed the Israeli army may 
return to the Palestinian 


self-rule areas in older to 
action against “terror- 
ists”. The “full autonomy” 
Netanyahu is prepared to 
offer is the Palestinians* 
right to collect their own 
garbage and dean the 
streets in their towns and 
villages — rights former 
Likud prime ministers 
Menachem Begin and 
Yitzhak Shamir were pre- 
pared to grant to the Pales- 
tinians. 

Netanyahu is not a mem- 
ber of the generation of the 
founding fathers of tbe 
Jewish state. Yitzhak 
Shamir, who left power in 
1992, was the last of these 
f iVuri politicians. Bom in 
Israd, Benyamin (“Bibi) 
Netanyahu is of the same 
generation as Labour’s sec- 
ular, pragmatic liberals. But 
be (fid not enjoy their liber- 
al Labour Zionist upbring- 
ing. Netanyahu is the son of 
a Jabotinskite professor so 
£ar to the right that he found 
it too hot to live in Israel 
So he migrated to the Unit- 
ed States where he could 
freely express his extremist 
ideas. And tbe son imbibed 
freely of the father's ideolo- 
gy. Furthermore, in the 
Likud “Bibi” is surrounded 
by party elders who contin- 
ue to cling to tbe Likud's 
“Greater Israel” policies. 
Among these hardline 
politicians are Ariel Sharon, 
Ehud Olmert, Rafael Eitan 
— men mid-way between 
the founding fathers and the 
younger generation of 
politicians. Men of dark- 
ness and conflict who are 
prepared to fight in order to 
defend the territories Israel 
now holds. 

And to make matters 
worse, tbe Likud's commit- 
ment to “Greater Israel** has 
been bolstered by the suc- 
cess in the election of the 
party’s prospective coali- 
tion partners from tbe reli- 
gious right, totally commit- 
ted by their religious, belief 
of “Greater Israel”. " 

Thus, pessimists and opti- 
mists (and pessoptimists) 
who claim that Labour and 
Likud are two sides of the 
same coin, could not be 
more wrong. And Arabs 
and Westerners who think 
the Likud will adopt or 
even adapt Labour's peace- 
making policies should be 
warned about making such 
a foolish assumption. 


India ’s politics become 
even more complex 


By Raju Gopalakrishnan 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — Politics 
in India, the world's 
biggest and most ram- 
bunctious democracy, 
have always been com- 
plex. 

But at the end of a 
month of tumultuous 
alignments, realignments 
and tbe third prime minis- 
ter in as many weeks, 
India's political landscape 
has been transformed, 
perhaps permanently, into 
an even more intricate 
pattern, politicians and 
analysts said. 

The divided parliament 

which emerged from 
April/May general elec- 
tions and the ability of a 
centre-left 13-party 
alliance to take power 
after forging rare common 
ground points to an era of 
coalition politics which 
could last decades, the 
analysts said. 

Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda said after 
being sworn in Saturday 
that tbe mandate in the 
polls was for a multi-party 
government “No (single) 
political party would be 
able to form a govern- 
ment...It is the era of 
coalitions,” he said. 

Analyst B.G. Vergbese 
of the Independent Centre 
for Policy Research said 
he does not see any single 
party winning a majority 
in parliament for at least 
20 years. 


“India’s diversity has 
always been large, but tbe 
bulk was hidden,” he said. 
“Now its underclass is 
emerging, maturing polit- 
ically.. .It will take time 
before these groups coa- 
lesce. 

Since independence in 
1 947, India has been ruled 
for ail but four years by 
the Congress Party of 
JawaharlaJ Nehru, his 
daughter Indira Gandhi 
and her son Rajiv Gandhi. 
In 11 general elections, 
only the Congress has 
ever returned more than 
200 members to die 545- 
sear lok sabha, the house 
of die people. 

Tbe centrist party, seen 
as the driving force 
behind the fight to gain 
independence, has gener- 
ally won support across 
the regional, religious and 
caste lines dividing the 
country, which has 26 
states, half-a-dozen faiths 
and 16 mainstream lan- 
guages. 

Regional parties with 
more specific appeal 
emerged occasionally but 
usually in state elections. 

No other political party 
has quite managed to gain 
a broad national following 
and it is unlikely any, 
including the Congress, 
will in the near future, 
analysts said. 

“Chunks of the party 
have been going to small- 
er regional groups, poli- 
tics is diffusing down 


from the centre to the 
states and chore is a push 
towards specialised con- 
stituencies,” said analyst 
Pran Chopra. 

In the 1996 elections, 
the Congress won only 
136 seats, its worst-ever 
showing, and it was 
pushed- to second place 
for the first time. The 
Hindu . Nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) won 160 and 
formed a short-lived gov- 
ernment which resigned 
on may 28 in the face of 
defeat in a parliamentary 
confidence vote. 

Even tiie BJP’s 
unabashed appeal to Hin- 
dus, who make up some 
82 per cent of tbe coun- 
try’s 930 million people, 
i$ unlikely to translate 
into a broad following, 
analysts said. 

“The undennass is not 
naturally aligned to the 
bjp” said Mr. Veighese, 
He said the orthodox 
Hindu philosophies prop- 
agated by the BJP struck 
no chord with the vast 
majority of lower-class 
Hindus, for whom issues 
like poverty and the pro- 
vision of drinking water 
transcended religious 
appeal. 

Tbe new united front 
government, on the other 
hand, could make rapid 
progress on some crucial 
issues, Mr. Verghese said. 

“If the government feels 
it might be short-h'ved, it 


might add to a sense of 
urgency,” he said. “There 
will be greater willingness 
to solve problems because 
of the greater urgency. 

Tbe government, a 
grouping of communists, 
socialists, pro-farmer 
regional groups and free- 
trade advocates, has set 
rural development atop its 
agenda. It has also said 
foreign and economic 
policies would follow 
those of the Congress 
government. 

But Mani Shankar 
Aiyar, a farmer Congress 
MP who was defeated in 
this year’s polls, said 
national issues would 
always hold sway in gen- 
eral elections. 

“To my bitter cost I 
learned that providing 
drinking water to my con- 
stituency was not enough. 
Tbe fundamental dialectic ■ 
is between fundamentalist 
and secular parties. The ■ 
1996 elections are the first 
engagement in the battle 
for the soul of India.” 

He said the divided 
ma n dat e still points to an 
anti-BJP vote and that 
future elections would be 
played out between the 
Hindu Nationalist Party 
on one side and its oppo- 
nents on the other. 


Israel’s swing to the 
right spells danger 

By Waleed M. Sa’di 
The shock waves 

have yet to be J**%*£* tow best and are 
^ tm ?®T^?^iS y t>ulK that the Netanyahu 

pnvy to ^ n f ? Likud-lead government, 

victory and foe ftnnaua ^ ofa^a ieaug 


“ rTi_ Crime Min star s nimo n reres 

Peres on what a dramatic swing to ^ ngh ™ 
woSd mean to the political landscape of foe entire 

IC peres’ foretelling of doom and gloom andpmmmu^^ 
catastrophe that lies ahead now that his opponent, Lflmd leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu, is projected 

government at this critical juncture in the peace proems can- 
not be explained based on political, nvalnes^ and the ^ggje 
for power only. I think Mr. Peres' fears go beyond party poli- 
tics and are well founded. , , . 

The outrage that Leah Rabin , the widow of 
leader Yitzhak Rabin, felt wtaerf she first beard of the rendu i of 
tbe voting that put Netanyahu ahead of Peres and foe fright 
wine and ultra-religious parties ahead of the moderate and 
cense left parties was so quick and sharp that she expressed a 
desire *o pack up her suitcases and leave the country altogeth- 

^israeli Minister of Housing Benyamin EUazar’s depictionof 
the rise to power of the Likud and their partners as an earth- 
quake was equally poignant and to the point. If such eminent 
Israeli people see an extremely hazardous road ahead of all of 
us. in the wake of Wednesday's elections, who are we to doubt 
them or question their judgement? 

In ray opinion, the predictions and premonitions of Mr. 
Peres, Mrs. Rabin and Mr. Eliazar are dead right. I believe that 
Netanyhau and his partners in power were telling the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, when they said that they 
will not allow Israel to withdraw from the Golan Heights. I 
also believe them when they say East Jerusalem in not nego- 
' nable. L of course, do not doubt for a minute that their promise 
to embark once again on a new and bolder settlement con- 
struction programme right in the heart of what is left of the 
West Bank will come true. 

We might as well add the city of Hebron to the list of no nos 
as far as Netanyahu and his ultra-religious partners are con- 
cerned. For the Israeli right. Hebron is tiie holliest of the holy 
places and cannot be abandoned. 

As for tiie third and final stage of negotiation between Israel 
and tiie Palestinian ride, they are the most remote possibilities 
because the Likud is on record as ((gainst the Oslo agreements, 
even though Netanyahu has belatedly professed a formal 
respect for whatever his country signed with* the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). There is no doubt whatsoever 
where Likud really stands on tbe Palestinian track when it 
comes to substance and we may expect drawn-out and pro- 
tracted negotiations with the Palestinians till there will be 
nothing left to negotiate for. 

Now who are tiie beneficiaries of the rise to power by Israeli 
right-wing? On the Arab side, only Arab extremism stands to 
gain. After all, Palestinian extremists within Hamas and Jihad 
factions did die impossible to shake up tiie Israelis and bring 
them down to their knees in support of Israeli extremism when 
they carried out a series of bomb attacks on Israeli buses last 
February. 

Pales tini a n moderation under the leadership of Yasser Arafat 
is in extreme jeopardy now and I would not be surprised if the 
Palestinian leader and bis supporters would come out as the 
first losers. 

This projected development on the Palestinian level would 
clearly speQ an effective end to the search for a negotiated set- 
tlement over tiie remaining rmfirn<dy»/( business between Israel 
and tbe PNA Maybe that was exactly what Palestinian 
ext re mis m has been working for all along, and it seems to have 
succeeded. 

Besides, if tbe Labour-led government was in no way near 
satisfying tbe Palestinian yearnings of vital issues affecting 
their future, there is absolutely no reason to expea a Likud-led 
government to be more forthcoming on Palestinian statehood 
and sovereignty, even on a truncated piece of tiie West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

As for East Jerusalem, it is a foregone conclusion that the 
Likud doctrinaire posture regarding the city is not about to be 
changed, especially when ultra-religious parties are the t tVnri 
natural partners in governing the country. If anything, the 
Likud stance will become harder than ever. 

The same goes for Syria. Likud is quite firm and clear mind 
ed on the Golan Heights and, most emphatically. Netanyahu 
mrant what he said when he said that an Israeli withdrawal 
from Syrian territory is out of question. Translated into real 
toms at the negotiating table, the Syrian track is projected to 
collapse even faster than the Palestinian one. In other words, 
ihe quest for a comprehensive peace becomes a mirage for all 
intents and purposes. 

■ Jord “ does w>t. appear to be affected too much right at tins 
nine. What worries me is the future. I do not doubt for a 
mmute that Likud's original stance on Jordan remains the 
same, notwithstanding all the recent protestations and assur- 
ances from Netanyahu to the contrary. Tbe Ukud has strategic 
and doctrinaire designs on the West Bank and views ii as mi 
integral part of Israel. Netanyahu may for tactical reasons offer 
guarantees that the immediate objectives of his party have no 
longer any designs on Jordan, but the essence of itis party’s 
stance remains the same and that is to empty the West Bank as 

much as posabte of ns inhabitants on the long haul and trans- 
fer them to Jordan. 

- to sugar 0081 intentions by attempt- 
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cannot fool us for long. We need not 
wait till former Israeli General Ariel Sharon joins the govern- 
moit to realise the long-term plans of the Likud. 

^ M Jordan « concerned. I doubt that 
JMdan woitid fbd it viable or even feasible to continue its nor- 
mahsation process with Israel on the basis of the peace S 
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Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Monday, June 3, 1996 


Prince Hassan reaffirms foundation of policy vis-a-vis refugees 


AMMAN (JT.) — Jor- 
dan's policy vis- ar vis 

Palestinian refugees is 
based on ruling out any 
action that would have a 
negative impact on the 
rights of the refugees, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Sun- 
day. 

While the Kingdom 
encourages human interac- 
tion between the refugees 
and the rest of the popula- 
tion. it rejects any move to 
settle the refugees and 
integrate them because 
that would eliminate hopes 
that the refugees would be 
able to exercise their 
rights, the Crown Prince 
said. 

The Crown Prince.quot- 
ed by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, also noted 
that Jordan was one of the 
major contributors to 
Palestinian refugees, allo- 


cating about $300 million 
every year. . 

The Crown Prince was 
addressing a gathering at 
the Hittin refugee camp 
outside Amman after 
opening two schools there. 
The gathering was attend- 
ed by elders from the camp 
and educational officers 
from the United Nations 
Relief and Work Agency 
(UNRWA). 

The Crown Prince also 
stressed the impor tant* of 
investing in .developing 
human resources who 
could contribute positively 
to stability. 

He said the educational 
sector should follow the 
supply and demand con- 
cept “We should not sim- 
ply talk about technical 
and vocational education 
without linking them to 
labour force and unem- 
ployment” he said. 


“At a time when we are 
nearing the end of a phase 
in educational develop- 
ment we are looking for- 
ward to a new era of devel- 
opment that takes into con- 
sideration all inter-related 
issues ” be said 

The ceremony was also 
attended attended by Min- 
ister of Education Munther 
A! Mari, U.S. Ambassador 
Wesley Egan and senior 
UNRWA officials. 

Following the ceremony, 
the Crown Prince toured 
die camp and listened to 
demands from its resi- 
dents. 

Also on Sunday, Prince 
Hassan opened a technical 
and vocational exhibition 
organised by the vocation- 
al schools of the Ministry 
of Education to mark Jor- 
dan's golden jubilee of 
independence. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan speaks to students after formally opening 
a school in the Hittin refugee camp on Sunday (photo by Bogbos) 


Trilateral summit as scheduled - King 


(Continued from page 1). 


j 


in Jordan from Syria. 

“The peace process is alive 
and it will continue," the 
King told the four journalists, 
including an AFP correspon- 
dent. “We should not judge 
on the basis of election slo- 
gans (..) to suggest that it is 
the end of the peace pro- 
cess." 

In his run-up to the May 29 
general elections, in which he 
beat Mr. Peres by a whisker, 
Mr. Netanyahu declared that 
the issue of Jerusalem was 
non-negotiable. 

He also vowed to shut 
down the Orient House, the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), base in Hast 
Jerusalem, encourage new 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, and refuse to 
exchange the Golan Heights 
for peace with Syria. 

But the Palestinians “have 
no reasons for concern,” 
King Hussein said, adding 
that he was sure “that 
Netanyahu will be a fine 
prime minister in his con- 
tribution toward a compre- 
hensive peace.” 

King Hussein stressed “he 
was not surprised” by the 
victory of Netanyahu, whom 
he had met at least twice 
since 1994. “Let us give the 
man a chance to shoulder his 
responsibilities and there is 
no reason for scepticism,” he 
said. 

“I was among the first he 
contacted (after his victory) 
and I wished him all the best. 
He assured me that he is 
committed to peace and I 
told him that he has my full 
a support and cooperation to 
. bring about this peace.” 

The Monarch described 
the Jordanian-Israeli 1994 
peace treaty as “irreversi- 
ble,” and he was optimistic 
over their future ties. 

“I hope our relations mil 
go stronger and will be an 
example of peace between 
two countries and two peo- 
ples,” be said. 

In reply to a question on 
the electoral programme of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
which gave priority to secur- 
ity issues over peace. King 
Hussein said, “I assume that 
any government will try to 
make Mire in the negotiations 
to ensure maximum security 


for its people. But it has also 
to realise drat peace is neces- 
sary." 

The King said he was “dis- 
appointed” by the outcome 
of the anti-terrorism summit 
which grouped in March 
some 30 heads of state at the 
Egyptian resort of Sharm Ai 
Sheikh. 


“Unfortunately not much 
has been done. It should not 
have been (merely) a photo 
opportunity," he said. 

King Hussein said “what 
was needed is that any gov- 
ernment that harbours terror 
should not be tolerated, in 
the hope that we get serious 
constant attempts to fight ter- 
rorism." 

“We have to send a dear 
message to them because 
what is the point of meeting 
and issuing communiques. 
We have to say enough is 
enough," added the King, 
who did not rule out impos- 
ing sanctions on countries 
supporting terrorism. 

“All measures most be 
taken against terror which 
aims at destroying peace” in 
the region, be said. 

Asked about reports of the 
detention of dozens of infil- 
trators from Syria seeking to 
carry out terrorist attacks in 
Jordan. King Hussein said, 
“had it not been for the 
vigilance of our people and 
those responsible for the de- 
fence of the Jordanians, we 
might have had serious 
tragedies." 

“Those attempts started af- 
ter the ratification of the 
peace treaty with Israel. It 
has not stopped and we are 
still subject to people coming 
across the border bringing in 
explosives aimed at carrying 
out attempts against Jorda- 
nians and their guests (Israeli 
tourists) and to use Jordan as 
a base for operations" in 
Israel. 

The Egyptian government 
daily Al Abram said Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad is 
expected to meet Mr. Mubar- 
ak in Cairo within the next 
two days to plan a larger 
Arab summit. 

“The Egyptjan-Syrian' 
summit due to be held in 
Cairo in the next 48 hours 
will examine the develop- 
ment of events in the Arab 
World” as well discuss the 


possibility of “a wider Arab 
summit aimed at Arab recon- 
ciliation,” said the paper. 

“The summit will also look 
at developments of the situa- 
tion in the Middle East in the 
tight of the result of the 
Israeli elections," the paper 
added. 

Cairo's push comes at “a. 
time when coordination is re- 
quired for a position support- 
ing the peace process and 
ensuring that it is a balanced 
and just process,” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
told journalists Sunday. 

The new situation in Israel 
“makes it absolutely neces- 
sary that we enlarge the Arab 
meetings at the highest 
level,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Badr Hammam 
said. 


Peres 


(Continued' from page 1) 


Netanyahu appeals for Israeli unity and peace 


reached and in coordination 
with security arrangements 
— In other words, about mid- 
June,” the statement said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who won a 
narrow victory over Mr. 
Peres in Wednesday's elec- 
tion. is widely expected to 
form a coalition government 
by then. 

Hebron is the last city in 
the West Bank from which 
Israel has yet to redeploy. 
Under its deal with the PLO. 
some Israeli soldiers will re- 
main to protea some 400 
Jewish settlers who live in 
heavily guarded compounds 
among 120.000 Palestinians. 

Former Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens, who 
is close to Mr. Netanyahu, 
said the issue of Hebron 
would be "one of the top 
items" on the new govern- 
ment's agenda. 

"There's no reason to try 
to tell you now what they're 
going to decide." he told 
Reuters. 

Before the communique 
.was released. Nabil Shaath, a 
minister in the Palestinian 
cabinet, said the Peres govern- 
ment had a responsibility to 
carry out the redeployment. 

"Failure to do so will really 
be a dark spot against them." 
Dr. Shaath said. 


(Continued from page 1) 
his views are... he (Netany- 
ahu) will be... formulating his 
views as be goes along and 
until we see what they are. 
we can't develop any change 
in our policy. It would be 
premature,” Mr. Christopher 
said in an interview with news 
agency reporters. 

Earlier, he told CBS televi- 
sion’s Face the Nation: “1 
think we'li have to adapt our 
policy to the current situa- 
tion." 

So far there has been no 
change in U.S. Mideast poli- 
cy, be said. 

“But I would want to keep 
on the situation of adapting 
our policy to the situation as 
it develops, as this new 
(Israeli) administration forms 
its government and begins to 
develop its own policies,” he 
added. 

A senior U.S. official stres- 
sed afterward, however, that 
the U.S. willingness to alter 
its policy on the issue of a 
comprehensive Mideast 
peace — to which Mr. Christ- 
opher has devoted the better 
part of four years — may be 
quite limited. 

“We’re willing to work' 
with the new Israeli adminis- 
tration but we have positions 
on these issues (pertaining to 
the peace process) and will 
stick with them,” said the 
official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

“We’re talking about tac- 
tical adjustments on our 
part,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu's victory 
has shaken the Clinton admi- 
nistration and particularly 
Mr. Christopher and top 
aides who had visions of 
bringing a comprehensive 
peace to the Middle East this 
year with an Israeli-Syrian 
agreement. 

Mr. Christopher and other 
officials insist publicly they 
will not "rush to judgment" 
on Mr. Netanyahu and have 
urged dispirited Arab leaders 
to do likewise. 

The U.S. secretary of state 
said Mr. Netanyahu assured 
him in a telephone conversa- 
tion Sunday he would con- 
tinue the peace process. 

“He assured me that he 
wanted to continue to pursue 
the peace process," Mr. 
Christopher told news agency 
reporters. 


Mr. Christopher, in Gene- 
va for meeting with Balkan 
leaders, said he telephoned 
Mr. Netanyahu to congratu- 
late him on his election vic- 
tory. 

Mr. Christopher also 
promised to share with Mr. 
Netanyahu., who is due to 
come to Washington for a 
visit soon, all the background 
U.S. officials have on the 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. 

“I was reassured that he 
wants to sit down with us and 
go over the background. 
We’ll have, when he comes to 
Washington, a full and can- 
did discussion with him," he 
added. 

Mr. Netanyahu had raised 
concerns among Palestinians 
and other supporters of 
Arab-Israeli peace efforts by 
saying before the election 
that he would refuse to meet 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, with whom Mr. Peres 
and his predecessor Yitzhak 
Rabin had concluded land- 
mark peace deals. 

But Mr. Christopher made 
much; of .the fact that^a top 
aide to Mr. Netanyahu-has 
talked with a top Arafat aide 
since the Israeli elections and 
said: "I think it’s significant 
that the new government has 
developed a policy of direct 
contaas with the PLO (Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion).” 

"So communication is 
going on there. The pace of- 
it. the way it’s done of 
course, is up to them.” he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu meanwhile 
kept his cards close to his 
chest Sunday as negotiations 
began to form a governing 
coalition around his right- 
wing Likud Party. 

Mr. Netanyahu named 
Avigdor "Ivet” Lieberman. 
general secretary of Ukud, to 
head up the bargaining with 
prospective coalition partners 
expected to focus above all 
on ultra-orthodox and other 
religious parties who won an 
unprecedented number of 
parliamentary seats in 
Wednesday’s elections. 

But nothing filtered out of 
the contacts, which also in- 
cluded talks with the new 
party of Russian-speaking 
immigrants. Israel B’Aliya. 


which was created by former 
refusnik Natan Sharansky 
and won seven seats in the 
Knesset. 

To obtain a majority of at 
least 61 seats in the new 
120-member parliament, the 
Knesset. Mr. Netanyahu 
must obtain the support of at 
least 29 deputies other than 
those elected on the national- 
ist list presented by Likud. 

Officials said initial nego- 
tiations focused above all on 
three religious parties — the 
ulrra-orthodox Shas, which 
became the third largest 
formation in the Knesset be- 
hind Likud and Labour with 
10 deputies, the right-wing 
National Religious Party 
(NRP — nine seats) and the 
ultra-orthodox United Torah 
Judaism (four seats). 

Leaders of the three reli- 
gious parties, which emerged 
big election winners with an 
unprecedented 23 seats, were 
due to meet Sunday night to 
coordinate their demands for 
ministerial portfolios. 

The new power of the fun- 
damentalist groups and dec- 
larations by some religious 
leaders that they will try to 
impose strict observance of 
Talmudic law have worried 
many secular Israelis. 

An NRP member said his 
party intended to demand the 
closure of thousands of shops 
and restaurants which remain 
open on the Jewish sabbath, 
while one ultra-orthodox 
politician focused his ire on 
Jerusalem's non-kosher 
McDonald's restaurant. 


Victory challenged 

Three Israeli lawyers on 
Sunday called on the sup- 
reme court to annul Mr. 
Netanyahu's election victory, 
insisting he failed to score an 
outright win and that another 
round of polling was needed. 

The lawyers claimed in 
their suit that if blank ballot 
papers had been counted 
separately, instead of being 
considered void. Mr. Netany- 
ahu would not have passed 
the mandatory 50 per cent 
threshold to become Israeli 
prime minister. 

They said voters leaving 
ballot papers blank are mak- 
ing a political statement and 
that their votes should be 
considered as votes cast. 


Nurses 



strike 


to press demands 


By Rana Hussein: 
Special zo ike jordar. Times 


in an incentives allowance 


AMMAN — Around 2.200 
government nurses arc 
planning to stage a two- 
hour strike Wednesday in 
all health government insti- 
tutes dozing tegular work- 
ing hours in demands fur a 
pay raise. 

Jordanian Nursing Asso- 
ciation (JNA) President 
Hashem Salameh said the 
association was determined 
to carry on with their strike 
“despite promises ffc.tr. ihe 
concerned officials.” 

According to Mr. 
Salameh, a JNA committee 
met on Sunday with Health 
Minister Aref Buiayneh, 
who expressed concerns 
about the nurses' demands 
and said be was exerting 
efforts to solve the prob- 
lems. 

“We appreciate the minis- 
ter’s efforts, but we want 
action and a written and 
official promise from the 
Cabinet that all our 
demands will be met." Mr. 
Salameh told the Jordan 
Times. 

The JNA’s demands 
include a 90 per cent raise, 
instead of die present 50 
per cent raise, and inclusion 


system. 

“We decided to start a 
strike after sensing that the 
concerned authorities were 
not responding to our 
demands," Mr. Salameh 
said. 

He said that the strike 
period will increase expo- 
nentially until all their 
demands are met. 

Nurses will not offer anv 
medical assistance between 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Wednes- 
day except in emergency 
cases. The strike will 
resume on Sunday and 
nurses will abstain from 
working for four hours. 

.On June 12, nurses will 
sirike all day if the govern- 
ment does not respond to 
their demands. 

A similar strike was 
staged last month by mure 
than 2, 8(H) government 
physicians in the Kingdom, 
to press their demands and 
for equal rights as their pri- 
vate sector counterparts. 

The strike ended the same 
evening when the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariu 
immediately intervened, 
promising to study their 
demands. 


Rome meeting calls for 
EU-Mediterranean links 
in data communications 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A nvo- 
day conference on "Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation in 
the field of information ' 
which ended in Rome or. Fri- 
day has called for promoting 
the interconnection and devel- 
opment of communications 
and trans-Meditemmean 
info rmati on networks as a 
means to enhance economic 


cooperation. 

The conference, entitled 
“The Creation of die Informa- 
tion Society in the Mediter- 
ranean Countries." recom- 
mended maintaining u con- 
stant and open dialogue 
between the European Union 
(EU) and the Mediterranean 
countires on the regulatory 
framework for telecommuni- 
cations, underlining the 
importance of standardisation 
which it described as an 
important element in ensuring 
the inter-operability of terres- 
trial and satellite telecommu- 
nications networks. 

It said in its recommenda- 
tions, made available to Ac 
Jordan Tunes, that tite EU- 
Mecfiterranean dialogue will 
be supported by concrete 
cooperation initiatives which 
will include the promotion of 
human resources develop- 
ment through appropriate 
training imtiatives.The con- 
ferees also stressed the need 
to having harmonised regula- 
tory framework to offer plans 
for the introduction of free 
market principles in ihe EU 
and the Mediterranean 
telec ommuni cation sector in 


order to promote investments. 

It advised countries partici- 
pating in the conference to 
encourage investment in this 
sector to improve the quality 
of services, (educe costs and 
widen the range of supplies. 

The conference also called 
for putting research and tech- 
nological development at the 
sendee of social and econom- 
ic development 

It also proposed promoting 
the constitution of a high 
capacity' Euro-Mediterranean 
data transmission backbone 
using submarine cable infra- 
structures and existing or 
future satellites. 

‘The World Wide Web 
(WWW), reinforced by a 
satellite infrastructure, would 
provide the perfect common 
tool for the development of 
‘thematic communities' and 
for the realisation of 'pilot 
projects' identified by the fol- 
low-up committee for the 
research issue of the 
Barcelona dialogue," the con- 
ference s concluding state- 
ment said. 

The conference also recom- 
mended putting new tech- 
nologies at the service of the 
development of human 
resources and encourage, 
through training actions, the 
establishment of the informa- 


tion society. 

Jordan was represented at 
the conference, organised by 
the Italian government and 
the European Comnussion, 
by Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Jamal Saraireh. 


Continued from page 1 
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— 14 per cent believe the gov- 
ernment is capable of shoulder- 
ing responsibilities ro a "limited 
extent” (4.7 per deni). 

— 14.6 per cent said the gov- 
ernment was incapable of shoul- 
dering the stage’s responsibili- 
ties (4.2 per cent).On the success 
of the Council of Ministers as a 
team in carrying out its doties: 

Among the general public: — 
19.8 per cent view the team as 
capable to a large extent (32.2 
per cent) 

— 34.9 per cent as successful 
medium extent (3722 per 


Approval rating of government has fallen, opinion poll finds 
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12 per cent as successful to 
a limited extent (7.2 per cent). 

— 9.9 per cent as unsuccessful 
(4.6 per cent). 

— 232 per cent said they did 
not have any opinion (18.8). 

Among public opinion leaders: 

— Nine per cent see the team 
as successful to a large extent 
(21.7 per cent) 

45.1 per cent as successful 

“Vo medium extent (43 5 per cent) 

'' 24.5 per cent as successful 

to minimum extent (19 per cent) 

14.7 per cent as unsuccess- 
ful (13 per cent) 

— 6.3 per cent said they did 
not have any opinion (2.4 per 


cent). 
Other 


findings, made from 


replies to questions based on the 
performance of tire government 
since it took office, included: 

Among the general public 57.7 
per cent said they believed the 
government had started to devd- 
op and revive the economy 
while 8.6 per cent said they did 
not know and 33.S per cent said 
they did not believe the govern- 
ment had moved in tins direc- 
tion. 

In the same category, 31 per- 
cent believe the government has 
started to control and tackle the 
problem of unemployment while 
61.5 believe the government has 
not started addressing the prob- 
lem. 

On poverty, 66.1 per cent 
believe the government has not 
started to control and address 
poverty while 28 said they 
believe it has. 

On foreign policy, 78.7 per 
cent said the government has 
moved in to develop the policies 
while 12.3 per cent said they 
believed it has not. 

On administrative reform and 
fighting corruption, 54. 4 per 
cent said the government has 
launched moves in this context 
while 34.9 per cent said they 
believed it has not. 


On democracy and public free- 
doms, 64. 2 per cenr said they 
saw the government launching 
moves to enhance democracy 
and protect public freedom, 
while 273 per cent said that' it 
has not. 

Other views derived from tire 
poll included: 

— 55.3 per cent believe the 
government will succeed in 
devdoping the national econo- 
my while 30.8 per cent believe it 
will not. 

— 54.4 per cent believe the 
government will not succeed in 
tackling unemployment while 
33.2 per cent believe it will. 

— 593 per cent believe the 
government will not be able to 
control and tackle poverty while 
30.8 per cent believe it will 

— * 72.4 per cent believe the 
government will develop the 
performance of jordan’s foreign 
policy while '15.9 per cent 
believe it will not. 

— 46.3 per cent believe the 
government will succeed in its 
administrative reforms and fight- 
ing corruption while 40 believe 
it will noL 

— 5S-3 per cent believe the 
will succeed in 


government 


enhancing democracy and pro- 


tecting public freedoms while 
29.8 believe it will notOn the 
same questions, tire views of 
public opinion leaders were: 

— 48.9 per cant believe the 
government has not started to 
develop and revive national 
economy while 46.7 believe it 
has. 

— 74.7 per cent believe the 
government has not started to 
control unemployment while 21 

per oent believe it has. 

— 71.8 per cent believe the 
government has not started to 
control poverty while 23.7 per 
cent believe it has. 

— 71.8 per cent believe the 
government has started to devel- 
op the performance of the for- 
eign policy while 23.6 per cent 
believe it has dol 

— 51.1 per cent believe the 
government has started admin- 
istrative reforms and fighting 
corruption while 44 per cent 
believe it has not. 

— 65.2 per cent believe the 
government has starred to 
enhance democracy and protect 
public freedoms, 303 per cent 
believe it has not. 

— - 43.4 per cent believe the 
government will not succeed in 
developing the national econo- 


my while 40.9 believe it will. 

— 61.4 per cent believe the 
government will not succeed in 
controlling unemployment while 

26.1 per cent believe it will. 

— 63.6 per cent believe the 
government will not be able to 
control poverty while 25.9 per 
cent believe it will be. 

— 61.7 per cent believe the 
government will develop for- 
eign policy performance while 
24.7 per cent believe it will aot. 

— 53.3 per cent believe the 
government will not succeed in 
adminstrative reforms and fight- 
ing corruption while 36.5 
believe it will. 

— 53.9 per cent believe the 
government will succeed in 
enhancing democracy and pro- 
tecting public freedoms while 

35.2 believe it will not. 

A further split-up of the target 
andience’s replies to various 
queries raised in the poll showed 
that: 

— 27.8 per cent of business- 
men believe the government 
was to a large extent capable of 
shouldering the responsibilities 
of the stage while 35.6 per cent 
of them said it was capable of 
doing so to “medium extent.” 

— 54 'per cent of university 


students said the government 
was capable to a medium extent 
while 20 per cent said to a large 
extent. 

— 41 .9 per cent of the political 
party leaderships said tire gov- 
ernment was capable to a medi- 
um extent while 8.1 per cent said 
to a large extent. 

— 48.5 per cent of profession- 
als said the government was 
capable to a medium extern 
while 23.7 of them said to a 
large extent 

— 45.5 per cent of writers, 
journalists and artists said (he 
government was capable to a 
medium extent while 18.2 per 
cent said to a large extent 

— 53.1 per cent of association 
and union leaders said the gov- 
ernment was capable to a large 
extent whiie 24 per cent said to 
a large extent 

— 47.7 per cent of senior 
politicians said the government 
was capable to a medium extent 
while 16.9 per cent said to a 
large extent 

— 66.2 per cent of university 
professors said the government 
was capable to a medium extern 
while 7.8 per cent said to a 
large extent 

— 46.7 per cent of the busi- 


nessmen believe the prime min- 
ister was successful to a large 
extent while 31.1 per cent 
believe to a medium extent 

— 37 per cent of university 
students believe he was success- 
ful to medium extent while 33 
per cent of them believe he was 
»o a large extent 

— 41.9 per cent of political 
party leaderships believe he was 
successful to a medium extent 
while 21.6 per cent said to a 
large extent 

— 46.4 per cent of profession- 
als believe he was successful to a 
large extent while 30.9 per cent 
said to a medium extent 

— 36.4 per cent of writers, 
journalists, artists believe he was 
successful to a large extent while 
35.2 said to a medium extent 

— 41 .7 per cent of union lead- 
ers believe he was successful to 
a large extent while an equal per- 
centage also said he was suc- 
cessful to a medium extent 

— 41.5 per cent of senior 
politicians believe he was suc- 
cessful to a large extent while 
36.9 said to a medium extent. 

15.5 of university profes- 
sors said he was successful to a 
medium extent while 32.5 per 
cent said he was so to a large 
exrent. 





Jordan Times, Monday, June 3, 1996 


Arab Gulf states 
fail to agree on 
single tariff 


RIYADH (AFP) — Arab Gulf 
slates seeking to merge their 
economies again failed 
Saturday to agree on unifica- 
tion of their customs tariffs 
on foreign imports. 

The foreign affairs and fi- 
nance ministers from the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). ending a brief 
meeting in Riyadh, said they 
had decided to resume talks on 
the common tariff in 
September. 

"The meeting covered 
finding a common 
groundwork for unification of 
the customs tariffs on foreign 
imports. We will discuss this 
groundwork at another 
meeting in September," 
Omani minister of state for 
foreign affairs. Yusuf Ibn 
AJawi Ibn Abdullah, told 
reporters. 

"The problem is that there 
is a disparity in the existing 
tariffs in member states. But 
wc hope we will reach a 
single tariff before the next 
GCC summit." he added. 

GCC states — Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain. Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) — have 
been haggling on customs 


unification for more than five 
years as part of plans to 
create a common market. 

The market was stipulated 
in their 1982 economic pact, 
which also includes linking 
their stock exchanges 

The customs unification 
plan was blocked by the big 
gap in their tariffs, with such 
members as Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain imposing tariffs of 
more than 20 per cent on 
some products and the UAE 
levying duties of below four 
per cent. 

Customs unificiaiion has' 
also been demanded by the 
European Union as a pre-req- 
uisite for their proposed -free 
trade agreement. 

GCC officials said this 
year they had made headway 
in plans to reach a standard 
tariff as most of the imported 
products had been classified. 
Around 200 of the 1 J00 for- 
eign products remained to be 
included in the list, which 
covers items to be either 
taxed or exempted. 

Customs unification in the 
GCC could give birth to the 
biggest consumer market in 
the region, with imports of 
more than $50 billion a year. 


World tourism 
grows ; East Asia 
seen the winner 


HONG KONG (R) — Global 
tourism is growing fast de- 
spite recent economic down- 
turns. and emerging travel 
markets will erode the leading 
market share enjoyed by 
Europe and the Americas, a 
tourism expert has said . 

"Looking at the future, the 
rate of growth will continue," 
World Tourism Organisation 
Secretary -General Antonio 
Savignac told Reuters. 

"The travel industry is 
probably one of the fastest 
growing economic activities 
worldwide." he said. "It is 
now more important than the 
export of cars. It is more im- 
portant than electronic 
goods." 

"We are talking about a 
doubling in less than 1 5 
years, we are talking about 
more than one billion inter- 
national arrivals by the year' 
2010," said Mr. Savignac. 

"We had 540 million last 
year.. .There are very few ac- 
tivities in the world you can 
point to today that would 
have this substantial 
growth." he added. 

The biggest winners in the 
growth would be East Asia and 
the Pacific region. Mr. 
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THE Daily Crossword by James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Indispensables 
6 Moves little by 
little 

It Right-angled 
bend in a pipe 

14 Nile River city 

15 Ms. Thomas 

16 Golf dub part 

17 Nile River city 

18 Theater 

20 Head 

21 Raised railroads 

22 Regularity 

23 Travels 

25 Lovers’ meeting 

27 Be dependent 
for support 

28 Powdery 
residue 

29 To and — 

30 Period 
32 Pittsburgh 

player 

34 Join metal parts 

38 Asian kingdom, 
once 

39 Weighty 

41 Danish port 

43 Plummeted 

44 Mix or Brokaw 

45 •— bygones..." 

46 Botanist Gray 

47 Indian garment 
51 He was Mr. 

Soock 

53 Difficult journey 

54 Like a 
contortionist 

56 No longer 
working: abbr. ■ 

57 In favor of 

58 Disintegrate 
60 Zodiac sign 

63 Holiday time 

64 Championship 

65 Mother-of-pearl 

66 Ruddy 

67 Derisive look 

68 Belgian city 

DOWN 

1 Name for a 
stranger 

2 Can. neighbor 

3 Tender of 
animals 
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4 Starchy plants 

5 Parvenu 

6 Sovereign ruler 

7 Waste time 

' 8 Green plants 
9 TV Tarzan, 

Ron — 

10 London district 

11 Musical piece 

12 Worthless one 

13 Distrustful 

19 Hockey's Bobby 

23 Struggle for air 

24 Bone: pref. 

25 Renegade’s 
crime 

26 Streetcar 

29 Spark producer . 
31 Northern native 
33 Dir. letters 

35 Rather or 
Duryea 

36 — Burroughs 

37 Della the singer 
40 A state: abbr. 

42 Arab ruler’s 

domain 



43 Cortspirer 

47 Moriey of TV 

48 Century plant 

49 Angered 

50 Badly 
52 Blackbird 


53 Judaic law 
55 Diner sign 
57 Snake's weapon 
59 Brooch 

61 Seabird 

62 Collection 


Savignac said. 

"Although tourism today 
remains relatively concen- 
trated geographically, with 
Europe and the Americas ac- 
counting for close to 80 per 
cent of world arrivals, we see 
that these two regions have 
lost market share over the last 
25 years," he said. 

The World Tourism 
Organisation sees interna- 
tional tourist arrivals jump-" 
ing to 702 million by the turn 
of the millenium and to more 
than one billion by 2Q10, 
Mr. Savignac said. 

Spending on travel abroad 
would rise five-fold to hit 
$1,550 billion a year from 
$265 billion in 1990. 

The market share enjoyed 
by Europe and the Americas 
would drop to 73 per cent 
from 79 per cent in 1995. 
.while East Asia and the 
Pacific would rise to 22 per 
cent from I995’s 15 per cent 

"East Asia and the Pacific 
has had in the last 15 years 
the highest rate of growth," 
he said."And the projection 
into the future continues to 
make it the fastest growing 
region as a tourism destina- 
tion in the world with an an- 
nual growth rate of 7.6 per 
cent from 1990 to 2010." 

As income increased in 
China more Chinese would 
travel into the East Asia and 
Pacific region, Mr. Savignac 
said. And as Europe became 
richer and long distance air 
fares grew cheaper, the fash- 
ion towards new and exotic 
destinations should also en- 
sure continuing expansion. 


U.N. official: Palestinian National 
Authority facing bankruptcy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel Sunday eased a 
three-month closure that has 
kept Palestinian workers at 
home, and a senior U.N. offi- 
cial said Yasser Arafat's self-* 
rule government was near 
bankruptcy because of the 
economic squeeze. 

Israeli officials said 
1 1 .000 Palestinians bad 
been allowed to return to 
their jobs in Israel — a loos- 
ening of restrictions im- 
posed after a series of suicide 
bomb attacks by militants 
claimed 59 victims in Israel. 

Taje Larsen, the U.N. co- 
ordinator in the Palestinian 
areas, said the Palestinian 
National Authority was 
nearly broken because of the 
closure and at least 50,000 
Palestinians would have to 
be allowed in to stave off a 
crisis. 

"The Palestinian 
National Authority may be 
bankrupt in not than many 
weeks.” Mr. Larsen, of 
Norway, said in an interview. 


There are fears that Mr. 
Arafat may have to start cut- 
ting back the public payroll, 
which employs more than 
50,000 police, teachers, 
medical staff and civil ser- 
vants, if aid is not forthcom- 
ing. 

Representatives from 30 
donor nations, including 
Israel, will meet in Gaza on 
Tuesday to discuss the aid 
programme that has sus- 
tained the Palestinian gov- 
ernment since its creation 
two years ago. 

The donor nations 
pledged at a meeting in Paris 
in January to cover the 
Palestinian deficit of nearly 
$75 million. But after the 
closure the deficit is pro- 
jected to be almost doubled, 
or $180 million. 

“If die new (Israeli) gov-' 
eminent do esn't allow 

Palestinians back to work 
places the budget deficit may 
increase critically, "Mr. 
Larsen said. 'In addition, the 
international community has 


to come up with significant 
contributions now to save a 
fiscal crisis." t , 

Mohammad Nashashibi. 
the finance minister in Mr. 
Arafat's self-rule govern- 
ment . told the Associated 
Press the Palestinian econ- 
omy has lost about $6 mil- 
lion a day as a result of the 
closure. 

He also said there was 
"economic paralysis" in 

construcrion.manufacturing, 

foreign trade and consump- 
tion with economic activity 
falling more than 35 per cent 
in March and 45 per cent in 
April. 

"All these (Israeli) mea- 
sures have caused damage to 
the Palestinian economy. 
These measures cannot con- 
tinue and are violations of all 
the agreements." he said. 

Mr. Nashashibi's office 
said unemployment exceeded 
75 per cent in some parts of 
the Gaza Strip, where 
800.000 Palestinians live. 


‘World Bank, IMF should make better use of resources’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
International financial insti- 
tutions should make more ef- 
ficient use of their resources 
and practice the austerity 
they preach to their clients, a 
senior U.S. Treasury official 
said here. 

"Frankly. I am troubled 
by the frequency with which I 
see oid friends travelling 
well in front of me when I fly 
coach." Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Lawrence Summers 
told a bankers' association. 

Citing a plan under con- 
sideration by the World Bank 
and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to ease 
the debt load carried by some 


of the world's poorest coun- 
tries, Mr. Summers said: 
"Multilateral institutions 
should depend primarily on 
their own resources for the 


debt relief they provide. We 
cannot expect bilateral con- 
tribntions to be a significant 
sources of funding for this 
purpose." 


BABY GRAND PIANO FOR SALE 

SAMICK ONE YEAR OLD BABY GRAND 
PIANO, IMPORTED ALL THE WAY FROM 
ENGLAND. EXCELLENT CONDITION 
ASKING. PRICE JD 5,000 

Tel.: 667747 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Glasbergen 



'Finally, a talk-show topic I can relate to: 
Men Who Are Too Good-Looking.” 


A collection of 18kt 
gold with diamond 
highlights, is highly textured, 
highly detailed and 

highly sophisticated 
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JANI 

1 J IflmnmtttL 

W ewdry 


Amra Forum Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mta Argirion 

Hunt-Smith. ..1!#*% Jones, 
you’re faief 


ELLAD 


nz 

JL 


VOABE 


i ^ 

□ 


ROLMAN 


^ Y "Y ^ 




BLA 

MCY 


_ 

□ 




WHAT THE RE- 
exurr^ CON3K7- 
EREP THEIR 
SERGEANT 

Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 


Vbsterday's 


crmmaxx] 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GUMBO CROUP DINGHY SEPTIC 
Answer How to prepare for an art exam — 

BY BRUSHING UP 


Peanuts 





V 






Andy Capp 



OlMBMJUt 

OCT W SYMXOTXM MTBM0DNM. NQKYH 
MIEBCA STMXCOE WC. 


F’KX/VSANY 
PUMPS AMP 

UhUMBNTN 
APTBlXXJ'VV 
HAD A BATH 



1 DIDN'T THINK SO. HE . 
WEARS SO MANY HUPS 
ANP P ROTE C TORS TVCSC 
QA/3, HE DOfiSNT 

IMDRES5,HE|JM«CK5^ 
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forecast for 
MONDAY JUNE 3, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) In the morning 
today, you can get your 
ideas to the attention of 
others successfully, 
however after lunch a 1 
worrisome matter crops 
up. This evening you 
should leave all of your 
concerns about business at 
the office at this time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Quietly make 
arrangements for increas- 
ing abundance for the 
days ahead in the morning 
today, however later this 
evening avoid one who is 
pessimistic and who will 
look upon all of your ideas 
in a negative light. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) You can come out of a 
ticklish situation through 
the auspices of a good 
friend today, then later 
this evening join a huma- 
nitarian social group who 
have some ideas on how 
you can make your career 
activities more successful. 

MOON CHILDREN:' 
(June 22 to July 21) Avoid 
a new contact at this time 
who wants to use your 
sympathy. Get ideas from 
a prominent person on‘ 
how to gain you goals with 
your career and use those 
suggestions to their fullest 
to increase your income. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Join a friend today at 
some new place where you 
can obtain advanced data 
and use it cleverly, howev- 
er later this evening avoid 
a disagreement over a bill 
which you discover was 
your responsibility to- 
negotiate down. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to* 
September 22) Plan how 
to get greater expertise at 
your career activities as 
the week opens and make 
the days ahead brighter 
for you and your loved 
ones. Later this evening 
you can spend some quali- 
ty time with your mate. • 
.... * 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) ’Please^a new 
contact with your fine 
sense of humor and im- 
prove the relationship. 
Don’t allow a whining fel- 
low associate disturb you 
today or you will not will 
not get of your current 
career activities accom- 
plished. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are 
able to gain more profits- 
from the activities you en- 
gage in today, so pursue 
them with much enthu- 
siasm. Later this evening 
make contact with a 
knowledgeable person to 
discuss some adverse con- 
ditions with a project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Take a fellow associate 
out to lunch today and 
discuss some project 
which is of mutual import- 
ance. Be clever in the 
ideas which you come up 
with at this time and pre- 
sent them in such a 
fashion to get the approval 
of a bigwig. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Take 
more time to make your 
home look more charming 
in the morning today, and 
then be sure to drive care- 
ftilly while you are on the 
highway. Later this even- 
ing spend some time with 

some close friends and 

have fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Arrange a 
meeting today with one 
you enjoy very much, 
however take care you do 
not over spend later or 
you could find yourself 
low on funds when it-reai- 
!y matters. Tonight you 
can spend some time with 
your loved ones. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20)' Talk over 
monetary affairs with your 
family in the morning to- 
day, and come to a fine 
agreement. Rest up this ^ 
evening for the hectic P 
w eek ahead and you can 
get much accomplished' 
with career activities. 

Binhsione of June: Emerald -i 
^-itrme 
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Business & finance 

Cash shortage delays planned 
Arab Gulf power grid 


Jordan Times, Monday, June 3, 1996 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states are delaying a 
project to link their electric- 
ity networks in a common 
grid because of a lack of 
funds, a Bahraini official has 
said. 

"Finance is the only 
problem/ said Nabeei 
Maskati, director of plan- 
ning and studies at Bahrain's 
electricity and water min-> 
istiy. 

"If the project gets the 
due finance, it will be com- 
pleted within the next five 
years/ he told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) dally 
Emirates News. 

Electricity undersecre- 
taries from the six Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
states, which control nearly 


45 per cent of the world's, 
oil, failed to approve funds 
for the project at their talks ' 
in Riyadh last month. 

They decided to hold an- 
other meeting with their fi- 
nance counterparts to discuss 
possible private participa- 
tion in the plan. 

The common grid has 
been in (he cards for several 
years but has been held up by 
financial and political obsta- 
cles. 

Officials expect the SI. 9 
billion network to save, 
nearly $752 million and en- 
sure supplies to any member 
in an emergency. 

The project has two 
phases, with the first cover- 
ing Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar and Kuwait. 


Mr. Maskati said he was 
not sure whether the project, 
pan of economic integration 
among the six members, 
would be privatised. 

"There arc many propos- 
als. But I can not guarantee 
that it will be privatised. The 
plan is to draw private fi- 
nance/ he said. "This means 
not public shareholding 
companies. Iptnay be sup- 
pliers, private. electrical es- 
tablishments and the like." 

GCC states, which cre- 
ated their economic, politi- 
cal and defence alliance in. 
May 1981, are targetring a 
common market that could 
make them the biggest oil 
power in history and one of 
the train, consumer markets. 


Business booming 
on the Internet 


By Nathan Morley 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Internet tech- 
nology has created a host of 
progressive entrepreneurial 
ventures that for some, have 
blossomed into big business. 

Since its introduction to. 
the Jordanian public on 
March 27. of this year, the 
Nei’s user base and its appeal 
has been booming. 

Majdi Beitshwish, 
marketing manager at 
Sprint/GlobaJ One, said: “Our 
current number of service 
subscribers is approaching 
1,000- Within the next two 
months, we expect that 
number to double." 

Many industry insiders 
predict the Internet will soon 
become as common as the 
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televrsion. 

For entrepreneurs, the 
beauty of the Internet lies in 
the ability to communicate 
efficiently and effectively 
anywhere in the world. 

The consumer base on the 
Inremet is not limited by 
proximity, but is. quite 
literally, boundless, and the 
•number of products and 
services associated with 
Internet technology is stag- 
gering. 

How is money being made 
using Internet technology? 
Bradley Curtis, software 
manager at Entex 
Information Services in New 
York. U.S.A.. outlined three' 
common ways to capitalise 
on the Net. 

"The first option.” 
explained Mr. Curtis, "is to 
create a Web site and sell 
advertising space on it. This 
can be difficult because you 
must produce a page that will 
attract thousands, or hundreds 
of thousands of people 
everyday.” 

So many people must visit 
the page that companies will 
want to invest advertising 
dollars into the site. This 
method has enormous earn- 
ing potential. 

Some sites currently on 
the Web are earning well over 
$60,000 per month from 
advertising revenue. 

"Second, an individual or 
business can sell products or 
services directly to con- 
sumers on the Net. This 
meihod is efficient and can be 
a cost-effective way to get 
products or services to con- 
sumers. 

"Third, a service provider 
sells Internet access and a 
space on the World Wide 
Web. 

“An organisation, for 
example, may subscribe with 
a service provider in order to 
establish an internet pres- 
ence. Individuals or organisa- 
tions use service providers as 
‘their link to the global 
* Internet audience. 

"Beginning a service 
provider business requires a' 
large initial capital invest- 
ment for equipment and an 
Extensive' worki acknowl- 
edge of computers to get off 
the ground." 

But just as the width and 
breadth of the Information 
Superhighway is limitless, 
so are technology-based, 
money-making possibilities. 

Creative entrepreneurs are 
■ establishing Internet-related 
businesses that are as pro- 
gressive as the technology 
they support. 

Arabia On Line, based in 
Amman, for example, creates 
Web pages for regional com- 
panies. customising the site 
'according to the organisa- 
tion's needs. 

Khaldoon Tabaza, director 
, of Arabia On Line, said, "We 
provide a service to organisa- 
tions by getting them on the 
Web. We design and produce 
pages and secure a place for 


clients on the Web. 

"We have created sites for 
companies to sell their 
products directly over the 
Internet. Some companies 
offer banking services, 
crafts, regional products, or 
information on their site." 

The Internet's arrival in 
.Jordan has brought business 
opportunities to many — al- 
most too many, according to 
some. 

"There seem to be a lot of 
businesses in this industry 
doing what we do here at 
Arabia On Line." Mr. Tabaza 
said. "Many companies are 
out there trying to capitalise 
on technology. That is why 
we don't restrict ourselves to 
local companies. 

“To be successful, we have 
found we need to maintain a 
regional clientele." 

Where does an Internet-re- 
lated business begin? Mr. 
Curtis said. "Just like any en- 
trepreneurial venture, you've 
got to stan with a good idea. 
You need to find a niche, a 
demand that is not being 
supplied and fill the gap. 

"Be creative. There are a 
lot of hidden oppottunities 
out there." 

For those Net novices who 
want to get themselves on- 
line. or just want to see what 
all the fuss is about, introduc- 
tory Internet courses are 
.available. 

Tamer Al-Sser. an Internet 
Consultant at Business 
Optimisation Consultants in 
Amman said. "We offer 
training courses to anybody 
interested in learning about 
the internet, how it works, 
and how to use it." 

Students in the course are 
allotted a rime slot during 
1 which they can surf the Net 
.and see for themselves what 
is offered on the infamous 
Information Superhighway. 

Those looking to learn 
Hyper Text Mark-up 
Language, or HTML — the 
computer language used to 
create Web pages — will not 
currently find courses on 
advanced Internet 
programming in Jordan. 

Mr. Tabaza said. 
"Currently in Jordan, there 
are very few people who 
know HTML, the computer 
language used on the 
Internet. 

“Presently, there are no 
instructional courses being 
offered that I know of. To 
leant HTML you should go 
directly to the Internet or buy 
an instructional book like 
'Netscape Gold.'" 

As the technology 
becomes more pervasive, the 
products and services that 
support the Internet will 
become more available. 

Even though the resources 
in Jordan, a.new-comer to the 
World Wide Web. are scarce 
at the moment. the 
opportunities are there, and 
some local business have 
turned earning potential into 
real profit. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 

l 

Study examines Israeli and 
Palestinian markets to 
enlighten Jordanians 

** MORE THAN 75 per cent of Israeli consumers have 
expressed desire to buy Jordanian products and goods once 
exports start to the Israeli market, a study has revealed. 
The results of the study, conducted by a semi-official 
Jordanian institution to measure the Israeli receptiveness 
to Jordanian products and the possibility of marketing 
them in (hat market, also showed that 146 Israeli com- 
panies were interested to cooperate with Jordan in various 
areas such as subcontracting, joint ventures, technology 
transfer and licensing. 

Quality was the top criteria for the Israelis on deciding to 
purchase the products, the study poinred out. As such. 
Jordanian companies have to focus on the quality of their 
products and shape of packaging to be able to compete in 
the Israeli market, noted the Jordan Export Development 
and Commercial Centres Corporation which conducted the 
study. 

"There is ajn opportunity to successfully market 31 
different Jordanian products in the Israeli market." the 
study said indicating that clothing, textiles, sanitary paper, 
cleaning material were the most important in addition to 
some foodstuffs, house appliances and sanitary materials. 

The study recommended that only products of high 
quality and strong comperirivjty be exported first to Israel 
to improve the image of Jordanian goods to the Israeli 
consumer. 

It demanded that the Israelis increase customs exemp- 
tions on Jordanian products from 20 per cent and 50 per 
cent to 100 per cent to enable the Kingdom's products 
compete strongly in Israel. 

The corporation also conducted another study on the 
Palestinian market showing that Jordanian products have a 
wide opportunity to export goods to the West Bank and 
Gaza. Noting that the quality of most Jordanian products 
were relatively better than the Palestinian ones, the study 
said that social ties and the similar consumption patterns in 
Jordan and Palestine would provide a good opportunity for 
Jordanian products to enter the Palestinian market without 
any need for changes on the products stressing that there 
are restrictions on exporting some products, especially 
foodstuffs, to the markets of the West Bank and Gaza due 
to Israeli terms, the study advised Jordanian exporters to 
price their products according to the prevailing rates and to 
adopt the policy of discounts in order to acquire a good 
share of the market and achieve higher sales and profits. 

The study cautioned that Jordanian products will face 
competition from Arab. European. Asian and American 
products because of the agreements signed between these 
countries and Israel. Palestinians import 9S6 per cent of 
their needs from Israel and only two per cent from Jordan 
whereas 75 per cent of Palestinian exports go to Israel and 
22 per cent to Jordan (Al Di.slour' 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(May 27-May 31, 1996) 


AMMAN — The U.S. unit depreciated noticeably against 
sterling and the mark, while it appreciated marginally 
against the yen last week. It ended the week 2. 611 per cent 
and 1.36 per cent lower against sterling and the mark.- 
respectively, and 0.14 per cent higher against the yen. 

While New York closed Monday 27-5-1996. on Memorial 
Day holiday, the dollar depreciated marginally against 
sterling, while it appreciated against the yen and the mark 
Tuesday. The dollar rose after eleven major Japanese 
commercial banks announced combined losses of S13.K 
billion, during the fiscal year ending 31.5. 1996. compared 
to profits of S402 million in the previous year. In addition, 
the above mentioned banks still faced problem loans 
valued at SI 15 billion, which prompted speculation that the 
Bank of Japan will not raise interest rates in the near term. 
Furthermore, the dollar received safe haven support, 
following comments from a North' Korean military official, 
who indicated that North Korea has plans to invade South 
Korea. The dollar reached a 16 month high against the 
mark before dipping on profit-taking. 

The dollar depreciated noticeably against sterling and 
the mark, and marginally against the yen Wednesday. 
Analysts indicated that the dollar tell below key support 
levels, after it failed to breach resistance at 1.55 marks and 
109 yen. The dollar came under pressure following a sharp 
decline in the U.S. bond and stock prices, which pushed the 
dollar/mark exchange rate to 1.5330. -and the dollur/ycn 
exchange rate to 108.05. Analysts indicated that an auction 
of U.K. government bonds put further pressure on the 
dollar against sterling. 

The U.S. unit continued its depreciation against the yen 
and sterling, while it appreciated slightly against the mark 
Thursday. In addition, the dollar resumed its depreciation 
noticeably against sterling and the mark, while it appreci- 
ated slightly against the yen at the end of the week. The 
30-year U.S. Treasury bond dropped by one full point and 
its yield increase to seven per cent adversely impacting the 
dollar exchange rates. This drop was prompted by remarks 
from a former Federal Reserve Board governor, who 
expected the Fed to raise short term interest rates by 0.5 
per cent in July. In addition, the dollar fell against sterling 
on short-covering of sterling positions. Moreover, the 
dollar came under pressure following comments from a j 
Swiss National Bank official, who called for a stable and 
independent Swiss franc, which enhanced dollar selling 
against the Swiss currency. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.5225 marks. 
108.05 yen and at $1.5513 to pound. 
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io Sports 


Christie wins 7th European Cup 


MADRID (AFP) - British 
Olympic 100 metre cham- 
pion Linford Christie woo 
his seventh successive 
European Cup 100 metres 
here Saturday and dropped 
a bint that he may defend 
his crown in Atlanta in July. 

Christie, 36, showed no 
adverse reaction to three 
false starts running 10.04 
seconds, shaving one hun- 
dredth of a second off the 
cup record he set in Lille 
last year. 

“I'm r unning even better 
this year,** said the British 
t««n captain in an apparent 
challenge to the Americans 
that he will beat them in 
Atlanta.. 

Christie, who announced 
last year be would not run 
in Atlanta because of press 
intrusion and insisted be 
would retire altogether at 
the end of die season, left 
no-one in doubt that Jbis 
speed and sharpness 
remain. 

“That was the first time I 
had really let it go this sea- 
son. It was my first real test 
and 1 have to be happy with 
the result and the time,” be 
said. 

“This is ray legacy year. 
Anything I leave behind is 
for the others to follow. It's 
all going well in t raining 
and on the track. But the 
most important thing is that 
1 * m enjoying myself," 
added Christie. 

Christie hoped to com- 
pete in Sunday's 200 metre 
event, although he had a 
tight hamstring which 
meant he missed the sprint 
relay. 

Another athlete well 
pleased with his perfor- 
mance would have been 
Jon Ridgeon. 

Ridgeon, fifth -in the the 
1988 Seoul Olympic 110 
metre hurdle final, battled 
his way to second in the 
400m hurdles in bis firstap- 
pearance for the team for 
nearly four years. 

Ridgeon, on his third 
comeback after four 
achilles operations, had the 
bonus of lowering his sea-, 
son’s best to 49.84. 

European champion 
Duaine Ladejo took the 400 
metres and 1500 metres 
man Antony Whiteman on 
his outdoor international 
debut thought he had been 
promoted to second after 
Germany’s Rudiger Stenzel 
was disqualified for barg- 
ing. However, his and 
Britain’s joy at finishing the 
day third only four points 


Swim 
coaches 
threaten 
FTNA rule 


ATLANTA (AFP) — If 
world swimming govern- 
ing body FINA will not 
police the sport and answer 
to competitors, it will be 
replaced, a group of swim- 
mers and coaches from 
four nations warned. 

The World Swimming 
Coaches Association has 
pushed for changes in 
FINA in a fight that will 
come to a bead at the 
Atlanta Olympics, when 
the FINA congress will be 
conducted. 

Former Olympic and 
world champions joined 
coaches from Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada and 
the U.5. in a letter to Swe- 
den's Gunnar Werner, 
FINA's secretary general. 

“There is widespread dis- 
satisfaction with FINA’s 
handling of both the anti- 
doping actions and the 
reporting of these actions 
to member federations,'’ 
the letter said. 

Failed Chinese drug tests 
from the 1994 Asian games 
were not be revealed until 
after a doctor who knew of 
the results questioned why 
they had not been made 
public. 

The group also wants 
swimmers and coaches on 
the decision-making FINA 
board, a proposal made by 
US swimming, and greater 
details of FINA’s finances 
made public to those whose 
efforts bring the group its 
money. 





Britain’s Olympic champion Linford Christie speeds in front of France’s Pascal 
Theophfle on his way to win the 100 m race during the European Cop athletics meet- 
ing Jane 1. Christie won his seventh consecutive 100 m event in 10.04 seconds, with 
the aid of a slight following wind. Theophile finished in fourth place with a time of 
1034 seconds (Reuters photo) 


behind Germany turned to 
despair later when the 1500 
metres result was alteredr 

Stenzel was re-instated to 
second place, with White- 
map demoted to third. 

Thus Germany hoid the 
overnight lead on 7 1 points, 
followed by Italy (61) and 
Britain (58). 

British women’s captain- 
Sally Gunnell punched the 
air in delight after winning 
the 400m hurdles in her 
second comeback race — 
after struggling in her first a 
week earlier. 

The Olympic champion, 
ruled out last season by a 
heel injury, had finished 
third at a meeting in Ger- 
many after messing up half 
the hurdles. 


In Madrid, she was still 
some way short of her old 
technique, and trailed 
Tatyana Tereshcbuk of the 
Ukraine coming off the 
final barrier. 

But Gunnell gritted her 
teeth and powered through 
to win in 56.84secs — a 
victory that will do her per- 
formance a power of good,' 
even though it was a second 
slower. 

“I was so nervous — it 
felt like the Olympic final," 
she said afterwards. “1 was 
disappointed with the time, 
but the wind caused a lot of, 
problems.” 

Triple jumper Ashia 
Hansen matched Gunnell’s 
victory, but double world 
championship medalist 


Kelly Holmes had to be sat- 
isfied 

with second in the 800m 
— and lost her place at the 
top of the world rankings. 

Svetlana Masterkova, of 
Russia, took her place with 
1:57.87, resisting every 
attempt her rival made to 
overhaul her in the home 
TSJfcljghL - 

-'^"Holmes ran 1:58.20, then 
talked aboot soon having to 
make “the biggest decision 
of my life” - whether to go 
for the 800m, the 1500 or 
both in Atlanta. 

Germany also lead the 
women’s standings on 53 
points ahead of Russia on 
49 and Ukraine on 40. 
Great Britain were fifth on 
32 points. 


Asian rivals prepare 
for World Cup partnership 


SEOUL (R) — With a mixture of hope 
and scepticism. South Koreans and 
Japanese on Sunday contemplated the 
task of overcoming a century of animos- 
ity to jointly host the 2002 World Cup 
soccer finals. 

Friday’s decisi on by world soccer’s 
governing body. FIFA, to jointly award 
the event set a huge challenge for the 
two Asian neighbours with a tormented 
history marked by Japanese occupation 
of the Korean peninsula. 

“Co-hosting tiie World Cup could be a 
breakthrough in resolving long-held 
spite between the two nations,'* said Lee 
Yeon-Taek, a professor at Seoul’s 
Hany ang University. 

“If FIFA had derided to allow one of 
the two countries to host the World Cup 
alone, it could have given a grave shock 
to the other side. leaving another grudge 
between them.” 

Not everybody was so optimistic about 
a successful partnership in the hosting of 
the first World Cup finals to be held in 
Asia, an event likely to attract a world- 
wide television audience of some four 
billion. 

Some fear the World Cup could 
become hostage to often impassioned 
feelings. 

Relations between Japan and South 
Korea are tetchy at best, even though 
their economies are closely tied and they 
are strategic partners in northeast Asia. 

Many Koreans openly despise the 
Japanese who colonised Korea for 35 
years until 1945 and forced thousands of 
Korean women to become sex slaves of 
the imperial army. 

Last month a rightwing member of par- 
liament of Japan’s governing coalition, 
Tadashi Itagaki, questioned whether 
young Korean women really were used 
as “comfort women". 

The issue of “comfort women” — die 
estimated 200.000 women, mostly Kore- 
ans but also Pilipinas, Chinese and 
Indonesians pressed into sexual servi- 
tude during World War Two — is still 
political dynamite in South Korea, and 


Itagaki’s comments sparked outrage. 

Choi Sang-Yong, a Korea University 
professor, said: “We will have to closely 
watch the Japanese right-wing conserva- 
tive force’s move against co-hosting.” 

In a telephone call to Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto Saturday, 
South Korean • President Kim Young- 
Sam stressed “the spirit of rapproche- 
ment", one of Kim’s aides said. 

Hashimoto was quoted as saying he 
expected the co-hosting would “greatly 
contribute to improving friendly rela- 
tions". 

Earlier, Hashimoto said co-hostingwas 
“really a good thing”. He added: "There 
is nothing wrong with both countries 
working to pursue one goal," and 
pledged full government backing for the 


World Cup. 

But one Japanese newspaper saw only 
“a tinderbox of new conflicts”. 

Over the weekend both countries 
appeared determined to put a brave face 
on FIFA’s decision, even while scaling 
back their plans for new stadiums, 
reducing the number of cities in each 
country that will host matches and revis- 
ing downwards their respective cut of 
the profits. 

On Saturday night South Koreans went 
ahea d with gala events to celebrate the 
FIFA derision with more than 50,000 
spectators jamming a sports stadium for 
a music fiesta. 

Free beer was flowing in many bars 
and restaurants all night in Seoul as jubi- 
lant soccer fans got into a festive mood. 

A host of details must now be worked 
out, most notably who will stage the 
opening ceremonies and the final match. 

“Among the organisational issues, the 
thorniest in the negotiations between the 
two sides would be who will host the 
final match to end the tournament,’’ said 
a South Korean public relations execu- 
tive associated with Seoul’s World Cup 
bid. 

“Unless the two sides come to a com- 
promise in this issue, it could lead to a 
failure in the co-hosting." 


Olympic 

ticket 

deliveries 

begin 

ATLANTA (AFP) —Ticket 
deliveries for next month’s 
Atlanta Olympics have start- 
ed in Georgia and will begin 
Monday for the remainder of 
the United States. 

Armed security will pro- 
tect the precious cargo of 3.8 
minion tickets being deliv- 
ered to 311,000 addresses 
between now and June 10 by 
a parcel delivery firm. 

Three Atlanta suburbs 
where the heaviest number 
of ticket orders stemmed 
received their deliveries Fri- 
day. with outlying areas 
receiving delivery Saturday. 
Of all seats sold, 45 percent 
were bought by Georgia res- 
idents. 

A total of four million tick- 
ets were reserved for 
Olympic officials and spon- 
sors with 3.862,895 million 
tickets sold in the past 13 
months since purchases 
began. Nearly 600.000 seats 
were sold by telephone or 
computer. 

About 3.1 million tickets 
remain on sale, with football 
preliminaries and b aseball 
among die most available 
sport sessions. 

Any unsold tickets will be 
available at venues during 
the games. 


Syndicate to use Internet in 
America’s Cup campaign 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Leaders of a San Francis- 
co-based America’s Cup 
Challenger Syndicate plan 
to use the Internet in their 
rampaign to bring die 
pn7*>ri yachting trophy 
back from New Zealand. 

The Sl Francis Yac ht 
Ch ib announced Saturday 
that Jim Clark, chairman of 
the Silicon Valley high- 
tech company Netscape 
Communications Coip., 
will chair the newly- 
formed syndicate, “Ameri- 
caone”. 

Clark, whose company is 
an Internet high-flier, said 
he had an idea for using the 
global computer network 
to raise money to back San 
Francisco’s bid, although 
he declined to give details. 
“We can certainly generate 
a lot of traffic from 
Netscape into some Ameri- 
ca’s cup-type site (on the 
Internet). The issue is bow 
do we leverage that traffic 
to get better sponsorsihp 
and good funding for this 
effort?” Clark said. 

Tens of mini ons of dol- 
lars are needed to mount a 
successful America’s Cup 
campaign, but the syndi- 
cate did not reveal how 
much it expected to spend. 

Clark, a keen yachtsman, 
said his involvement in the 
syndicate was personal and 


Netscape was not making 
any financial commitment 
toiL “ . . _ 

Fm in it becanse I dm* 1 
can bring other resources 
to bear, not to spend my 
own money. I’ve got a per- 
sonal level of commitment 
and it’s substantial, but it s 
not the whole banana, 
Clark said. 

In addition to high-tech 
fund raising, the Amen- 
caone tepm also plans to 
rely on, old-fashioned sail- 
ing experience it its bid to 
bring the trophy borne. 

Sl Francis Yacht Club 
said in May that Americas 
Cap veteran skipper Paul 
Cayard would lead its chal- 
lenge in New Zealand in 
2000. 

Veteran America’s Cup 
yacht designer Bruce Nel- 
son will lead Americaone’s 
rirgign and technology 
and John Kosteckt.an 
Olympic silver medalist, 
has been Darned tactician. 

ArnericaOne is one of 1 1 
syndicates from nine coun- 
tries that have so far 
announced intentions to 
challenge team New 
Zealand, which won yacht- 
ing’s most prestigious tro- 
phy in San Diego last year 
— only the second non- 
U.S. Team to win the 145- 
year-old contest 

Technology sponsors and 


suppliers already include 
Science Applications 
International Corp and Sil- 
icon Graphics Inc, both 
Califo rnia companies that 
have played a role in the 
design of past America’s 
Cup-winning yachts. “ 

The mission for Ameri- 
caone is to win back the 
America’s Cup with Amer- 
ican technology and an 
American commitment to 
excellence in all levels of 
the programme," Cayard 
said. 

Asked whether he hoped 
to hold a 2003 America’s 
Cup Regatta on San Fran- 
cisco Bay if he won in New 
Zealand, Cayard said: “ 

1 think that bringing the 
races right here to San 
Francisco Bay would be 
exactly what the America’s 
cup needs.*’ 

Speaking in view of the 
Golden Gate Bridge, 
Cayard called the bay “the 
world’s natural theatre for 
sailing.” 

Cayard is a five-time 
sailing world champion 
with several America’s 
Cup campaigns under his 
belt He was part of Dennis 
Conner’s losing team In 
1995, skipper of Italian 
finalist D Moro Di Venezia 
in 1992 and a tactician for 
a U.S. challenger syndicate 
in Perth, Australia in 1987. 


Bulls’ Longley on roll entering NBA finals 


CHICAGO (AFP) — After 
facing down Alonzo 
Mourning, Patrick Ewing 
and ShaqmUe* O’Neal, 
Chicago center Luc Long- 
ley is ready for any chal- 
lenge in the National Bas- 
ketball Association finals. 

The Australian center 
averaged 6.7 points, 4.9 
rebounds, 1.1 blocks and 
22.4 minutes of playing 
time against the tremen- " 
dous trio oFNBA &af (£n- 
ters during the NBA East- 
ern Conference playoffs. 

Longley by no means got 
the best of Ins rivals, but be 
did make them work for 
their success and showed 
some flashes of his own in 
helping the ulls go 11-1 in 
post-season play. 


“Overall, 1 was very 
happy with my play against 
them,” Longley said. “We 
got through all of those 
series relatively unscathed, 
although e ach of them had 
their games where they got 
away from me a little bit.” 

The Bulls also rotated 
reserves Bill Wennington, 
James Edwards and John 
SaDey.in the middle to 
accompany -Michael- Jor- 
"dan,~ScotfiS Pippen, Dennis 
Rodman and Toni Kukoc. 

Longley was whistled for 
60 fools, committed 23 
turnovers and missed 59 
percent of bis shots in the 
first three playoff rounds. 
But his work on defense 
was rewarding and his 
opponent in die final will 


not be as fierce. 

“Defense has been and 
still will continue to be my 
primary focus," Longley 
said. “But I won’t be quite 
as busy in die next series. 
Still, the last thing you want 
to do is say it’s going to be 
easy from here on.” 

Tendinitis in the knees 
has bothered Longley much 
. jrfjbfc. season. An oj^ration 
■■ to ease die knee para after 
■ the finals will prevent Lon- 
gley from playing for Aus- 
tralia in the Olympics next 
month. 

But an eight-day break 
between die last game of a 
sweep against Orlando and 
the start of the finals next 
Tuesday will help Longley. 

“Problems like Luc’s tend 


to be a cumulative thing.” 
Bulls’ trainer Chip Schae- 
fer said. “This will help 
keep his bead above water. 
That’s an advantage for 
him." 

Longley was toiling for 
the woeful Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves, who dropped 67 
games in one season four 
years ago. .Now. he ,has 
filled a key void in what 
might'be the greatest 'feam 
in NBA history. 

“You can’t put it into per- 
spective” Longley said. 
“It’s a whole different 
world. It’s a different eche- 
lon. As a result, you enjoy 
your day to day existence a 
little more.” 



V’s ■: 


Swedes off to good start; French down Germans 



PARIS (AFP) — Striker 
Kennet Andersson was on 
target twice as Sweden 
marie a sizzling start to 
their World Cup qualifying 
campaign with a 5-1 victo- 
ry at home to Belarus in 
their group four match Sat- 
urday. 

Andersson netted a 20th- 
imnute penalty and was on 
target again in the 62nd 
minute as tbe Swedes, who 
finished third in tbe United 
States two years ago, domi- 
nated their outgunned 

opponents. 

Martin Dahlm (30th), 
Patrick Andesspn (77th) 
and Hendrik Larsson (87th) 
also scored, while Valentin 


Belkevitch grabbed a 75th- 
minute consolation goal for 
Belarus in front of over 
30,000 spectators at the 
Rasunda Stadium in Solna. 

Defender Laurent Blanc 
scored with a superb sixth- 
minote header as France 
surprised fellow Euro *96 
finalists Germany 1-0 in a 
friendly match in Stuttgart 

France extended its 
unbeaten run to 22 straight 
matches ahead of next 
week’s start of tbe Euro- 
pean Championships in 
England but things are 
rather less rosy for the tra- 
ditional ly-poweTful Ger- 
mans, who were booed 
from the field by their fans. 


The Germans drew 1-1 
with Northern Ireland 
Wednesday. 

Blanc’s goal came when 
he steered home an accu- 
rate free-kick from Youri 
Djoritaeff, but the French 
spent a large portion of the 
match on the defensive. 

The Czech Republic 
stunned Switzerland 2-1 in 
Basle as the two teams con- 
tinned their final prepara- 
tions for Euro ‘96. 

German-based Pavel 
Kuka scored once in each 
haff for the Czechs, while 
Switzerland, who face tour- 
nament hosts England in 
“ eir opening match of 
Euro 96 next weekend, got 


their goal from French 
based striker Marco Grass! 

Italy, one of the favourer 
teams for Euro ‘96, als« 
won a warmup match — 
defeating Hungary 2-0 it 
Budapest with a sixth 
minute strike from Pieriuig 
Casiraghi and a second-hall 
own goal from Janos Bpnfi 
Romania, meanwhile 
concluded their prepare 
tions with a 3-1 viett^! 
over Moldova in Bucharest 
The Ro manians secret 
three times in the space o 
12 minutes to seal their- wit 
with Chelsea’s Dan Petres 
cu heading the first in tb* 
28th minute. 
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Ramtha win JSF Shield 

By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A] Ramtha Sunday won the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) Shield title when they overcame AI Hus- 
sein 2-0 in the final match at Al Hassan Stadium in Irbid 

The win secured Al Ramtha the Shield title for the fourth 
time- They last won it in 1993 and had also won in 1989 
and 1990. 

The Shield, reserved for Premier League tramy only , is 
the second of four annual competitions organised by the 
JSF. Al Faisali already clinched the first title of the season 
when they beat AI Wibdat in the Cup Winners’ Cup, the 
opening match of the soccer season. 

Al Ramtha had reached the final after knocking oat title- 
holders Al Wibdat 3-1. Al Faisalj were also knocked out of 
die Shield when they lost to lowly Al Qoqazi 2-1. 

Al Hussein, whose win in the 1994 final brought them 
their first major title, readied the final after a 2-1 win over 
Knfrsoum. 

Al Wihdat and Al Ramtha have won the tide a record four 
tunes, Al Faisali three times, Al Jazireh and Amman twice 
and Al Hussein only once. 

Schumacher wins 
Barcelona Grand Prix 
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BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Two-time world champion 
Michael Sch umac her under- 
lined Ms supremacy when be 
drove Ferrari to their first 
victory of the season in pour- 
ing rain in the Spanish Grand 
Prix at the Catalunya track 
Sunday. 

The German, who scored 
his 20th Grand Prix victory, 
docked consistently faster 
laps than his nearest rivals — 
Frenchman lean Alesi, sec- 
ond in die Benetton-Reaault, 
and Canadian Jacques Vll- 
lenenve, who took third in 
the WiBiams-RenaulL But 
Schumacher, who had 
described the Ferrari as 
“uncompetitive" during 
j> qualifying, bad no explana- 
tion for his complete domi- 
nation of the race, which he 
won by 45 seconds. 


"1 can’t explain that — it 
must be the nature of the cir- 
cuit," he said. “The car was 
handling well and our strate- 
gy was perfect.” 

Nevertheless, he firmly 
rejected any suggestion that 
it was a race lost by his com- 
petitors. 

“We didn’t get a gift from 
anyone — 1 pushed it to the 
victory," be said. 

Schumacher’s long-time 
rival Damon Hill maintained 
Ms overall championship 
lead on 43 points despite 
sli ding his Williams-Renault 
into a wall early in the race. 

Schumacher and Vil- 
leneuve now share equal sec- 
ond place in the overall 
standings on 26 points, 
throwing the overall driver’s 
competition wide-open. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 salons, dining room. 
Location: Beginning of Deir Ghbar. near the 
American Embassy. 

For more Information please phone 685027 
Amman or 986429 Zarka or 079-26214 



In Al Rabla In Al Rabia 

FOR RENT 

Eight apartments, super deluxe finishing, designed and 
decorated in a high level, looking nice, 165 sq.m., 
contains 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, equipped kitchen, 
large space for salon, dining room and veranda with 
central heating. 

For more Information call 636818 


FOR RENT- 



Three Furnished Apartments 

Each consists of: One bedroom, living room, 
kitcher], & bath. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 
3rd & 4th circles. 

Tel: 667862-642351 - 

Annual rent only. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, living room, salon and dining 
room, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, separate central 
heating. Opposite the Jordan University. 
Rent JD 4,000 per year. 

Tel.: 843768 
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FOR RENT 

F^v-fumtshed apartment (215) square metre, never been leased 
before, building (5) years old, available for families & yearly 
contract only. .. _ . 

• 3 bedrooms (1 master beefcoom). * 3 bathrooms. Louige, djrwifl 
room wfth bar. * Sitting room * Full Oak — wood. kitchen. 

* Terrace (balcony) * Central heating. * Telephone Distinguished 
location in the west of Shmelsani walking distance from Safeway 
& Hotels area. 

For any further details please do not 
hesitate to contact the owner directly at 
telephone number 606454, 685086, 694804 



Bani 

Hamida 


NOTE 

Back 

2 

Banl Hamida House 

Spring & Summer collection of entirely hand-made 
rugs, runners, cushions, wailhangings and mats on 
display at the Bani Hamida House. 

Open daily from 8:00 ajn.-7:00 pm 
Fridays and official holidays, 11:00 am.-7:00pjn. 
Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, Rainbow Street 

6th turn to the left. T el.:658696/7 


French Open 

Graf, Courier through; Huber, Chang eliminated 


PARIS (AGENCIES) — A 
one-and-a-half hour rain 
break and a spirited late 
fight-back by her opponent 
held up Steffi Graf’s 6-1,7- 
6 (9/7) victory charge 
against eleventh-seeded 
Mary Joe Fernandez of the 
United States to reach the 
quarter-finals of the 
women’s singles at the 
French Open here Sunday. 

At one stage the defend- 
ing champion, who is joint 
top-seed with Monica 
Seles, was serving for the 
march at l eading 5-3 in the 
second-set 

She then trailed the 1993 
finalist 0-4 in the de-break 
before surging back to 
clinch victory. The actual 
match lasted 91 minutes. 

Graf now plays fifth- 
seeded Iva Majoli of Croat- 
ia a winner over Spanish 
qualifier Gala Leon Garcia 
for a place in the last four. 

Meanwhile, former 
champion Jim Courier 
ended the French Open 
hopes of tenth-seeded 
South African Wayne Fer- 
reira here Sunday, when he 
recovered from a shaky 
start to score a 4-6, 6-1, 6- 
3, 6-3 victory and reach the 
quarterfinals of the men’s 
singles. 

Courier, the 1991 and 
1992 chaxnpiom, now plays 
either compatriot and world 
number-one Pete Sampras 
or Scott Draper of Aus- 
tralia. 

Fifth-seed . Majoli came 
back after trailing 0-3 to 
score a 6-3, 6-1 victory 


over Gala Leon-Garda of 
Spain and reach a quarter- 
final showdown with 
defending champ ion Steffi 
Graf 

Leon-garda, die first 
qualifier to reach the 
fourth-round of the 
women’s singles since 
Janine Thompson of Aus- 
tralia in 1989, needed 
heavy strapping to her right 
tMgh at the start of the sec- 
ond-set and although she 
continued, she was clearly 
in increasing pain. 

Leon- Garda, 22 and 
ranked 107th, has been 
playing with the same two 
rackets for the last four- 
and-a -half months waiting 
for a delivery of new rack- 
ets from her sponsor. 

“1 have been re-stringing 
them before each match 
and hoping they do not 
break,” said Leon-Garcia. 

Slovakia’s Karina Habsu- 
dova caused the fifth major 
women's casualty at the 
French Open tennis cham- 
pionships , beating sixth- 
seeded Anke Huber of Ger- 
many 7-5, 6-3. 

The victory of Habsudo- 
va, a finalist at Berlin, 
meant Australian open run- 
ner-up Huber followed in 
the footsteps of exited 
seeds Mary Pierce of 
France, Holland's Brenda 
SchultzrMcCarthy, Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland, and 
Austria’s Barbara Paulus. 

Jana Novotna, who suf- 
fered a humiliating loss to 
American Chanda Rubin 
here twelve months ago. 


showed nerve when the 
going got difficult in the 
second set to beat Irina 
Spirlea of Romania 6-1, 7-5 
and reach a showdown with 
join top-seed Monica Seles 
in the quar terfinals of the 
women’s singles at die 
French Open here Saturday. 

The tenth-seeded 27- 
year-old Novotna, beaten 
by Rubin in the third-round 
in 1995 despite leading 5-0, 
40/0 in the third set, 
chalked np her victory in 
68 minutes on a sun- 
drenched number-one show 
court 

A semi-finalist here back 
in 1990, Novotna has been 
having an excellent day- 
court season. 

Before arriving in the 
French capital she won the 
Spanish Open in Madrid 
last weekend and reached 
the semi-finals at Hilton 
Head. She also won both 
her Fed Cup matches in the 
group two match against 
Canada on clay. 

Edberg ousts Chang; 

Seles, Ivanisevic 
advance 

A rejuvenated Stefan 
Edberg, having taken 
revenge on Michael Chang 
for Ms defeat in a memo- 
rable 1989 final, has bis 
sights set on the only Grand 
Slam title to elude him so 
for in his last French Open. 

“If I’m playing the way I 
am it’s possible, I know 
that,” said the Swedish for- 
mer world number one of 


his chances after a 4-6 7-5 
6-0 7-6 third round victory 
over fourth seed Chang on 
centre court, scene of their 
1989 epic. 

“I’m playing some of my 
best tennis in a long, long 
time. To beat Michael here 
you need to play very 
well," said Edberg, who 
was a hugely popular wie- 
ner with most of the crowd 
siding with the 30-year-old 
veteran of 13 French Opens 
from the start 

Asked whether be had 
recalled the 1989 clash, the 
pair’s only other meeting 
on clay when be squan- 
dered 10 break points in a 
fourth set he dominated, 
Edberg said: ‘7 did think 
about it.Then 1 saw my 
chance in the tie-breaker. 

"Of course I would rather 
win in a final, but it was 
good revenge. It doesn't 
quite make up for it, but 
another four matches 
would," he added with a 
grin. 

“You can’t play too much 
from the past," said Chang. 
"You can take confidence 
from it, but you can’t think 
it will help you win again." 

Chang, who became die 
youngest winner of a Grand 
Slam title at 17 years and 
three months when be took 
the 1989 final, also believes 
Edberg can go one better. 

*1 feel excited here being 
tbe last time. I’m not tired, 
moving well and serving a 
lot better than in a long 
rime,” said Edberg, who 
imposed Ms fine serve and 


volley game in a tourna- 
ment last won by that kind 
of player 13 years ago. 

Edberg explained his cur- 
rent popularity by saying 
that players seem to be 
popular early on when they 
give something new to the 
circuit and again when they 
got older, adding with a 
grin: “Connors was 

extremely popular once he 
got past 30.” 

Earlier Monica Seles beat 
Magdalena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria 6-1, 6-1 in her 
fourth-round match. 

Goran Ivanisevic booked 
a fourth round place in the 
French Open tennis cham- 
pionships and admitted 
parting with coach Bob 
Bren had brought him a 
new-found freedom. , 

Ivanisevic, who thrashed 
Czech Republic's Bohdan 
Ulihrach 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 in 
just 69 minutes, said bis 
new lease of life had helped 
him on the court. 

He said he had had a tough 
two months at the end of 
last year before winning the 
Grand Slam Cup in Decem- 
ber. 

“I changed my coach and I 
think I got a little more 
freedom into my game, into 
my life, with a new coach. 

■*As soon as you get free- 
dom off tbe court, you put 
that into the court," said the 
Croatian who has twice 
reached the Wimbledon 
finals. 

Karbacber beat Paul 
Haarhuis of the Nether- 
lands 4-6, 6-4. 6-2, 6-3. 


What 

they’ve been : 
saying at the 
French Open 

* ** I don't feel the ATP rep- 
resents the players. It’s 
about making money, 
spending money, and it's 
not so much about sport as 
it should be. We've got to 
get tennis to the kids again 
and make them under- 
stand that tennis is a game 
and it’s supposed to be fun 

— not ‘bow much money 
did you earn this Heck?” 

— Michael Stich , asked 
about the American influ- 
ence on the ATP Tour. 

* “I still have space to 
Improve everything.” Iva 
Majoli, looking to improve 
still further her world 
ranking. 

* “You can’t play one tour- 
nament on day and think 
you can play good at the 
French Open.” — Goran 
Ivanisevic, asked about 
the shock early defeat of 
third-seed Andre Agassi. 

* “Obviously we’ve both 
been struggling with 
injuries but Anally this is a 
tournament wHere both in 
and hopefully we shall 
both do welL I’m looking 
forward to playing her 
again." — Steffi Graf , on a 
possible title showdown 
against arch-rival and joint 
top-seed Monica Seles. 


Jordan Times Tel: 699634, 684311 


FULL FLOOR FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, two lounges, dining, 
two bathrooms, with independent central heating, 
telephone, two verandas and super deluxe 
American furniture. Location: Mecca Street, 
behind Mecca Gas Station.- - • 

Please call Tel: 810558 


CAR FOR SALE (Duty Unpaid) 

Mitsubishi Pajero, model 1968, 5 doors, ail accessories 
with A/C, good condition. $ 7500. 

Contact Tariq 863683 

(Friday 9 am. -8 p.m., other days 3 -8 p.m.) 


FURNISHED APTs FOR RENT 

1)3 bedrooms, 3 baths, new, spacious, and luxurious. 

2) Studio; part of a villa, 3} Two bedrooms. 
Location: Off Mecca St, Um Al Summaq, dose to the 
New Engiish School. Tel. is available. 

Call owner 828099, 857157 


LUXURY 7 STORIES 

Building for rant on Al Rabia either. 

1) Each floor as one apartment with 4 bedrooms. 

2) Or as a complete unit fit for embassy or big company 
or diplomatic missions. 

Location at a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view. 

Direct contact is accepted 836700 

ffluratec fax 

■ > 

Personal Fax with 
Auto Paper Cutter 

M800 

The M8O0 is a compact, 
multifunctional facsimile. It 
comes with a handy 
automatic cutter and is 
designed to meet all your 
personal and business 
needs. ^ 

■ 

L Horizon / Tel : 6961 94 J 




ATTENTION 



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

We have genuine spare parts for 

RANGE ROVER - LAND ROVER - LADA 

ISHAQ TRADING EST. 

Amman, Al Mahata, opposite to the 
RailwayStation. Telefax: 890133 


A J^iil tjjLdlU liL 

The Coordinating Committee of tbe Consolidated Purchasing 
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The Jordon Cement Factories Co.Lld. 
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Vtc flnb Jtetasfc Co. lib. 
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Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 


INUITBTION TO TENDERS 

THE HIGHER COMMITTEE 
OF THE CONSOLIDATED PURCHASING IN: 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. 
THE ARAB POTASH CO. LTD. 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES CO. LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO THE FOLLOWING TENDERS : 


1. TENDER NO. F.P.C. 


2. TENDER NO. F.P.C. 


1/96 FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
CONVEYOR RUBBER BELTS. 

2/96 FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
GENERAL TIRES & TUBES 


TENDER DOCUMENTS AND CONDITIONS CAN BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE ARAB POTASH COMPANY LIMITED OFFICES IN 
AMMAN / PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT / PURCHASING 
SECTION. AGAINST JD 150.00 NON-REFUNDABLE FEES. FOR 
EACH SET OF TENDER DOCUMENTS. 

THE CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION TENDERS IS 12.00 NOON 
LOCAL TIME OF TUESDAY 1 6/07/1 996. 

THE HIGHER COMMITTEE OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED PURCHASING 


■Tftsalm $ Chroma 

Wm SISbsV, 


/ Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

•j fc’", " • ; ifELeastss : • 


CONCORD “2" 

"Too Hot To Handle 

Show: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star Govern- 
ment 

Starring comedans: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 





Assad, Hrawi 
hold talks after 
Netanyahu win 


Labour Party leaders examine 
why Shimon Peres lost election 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi and his Syrian coun- 
terpart Hafez A1 Assad met 
on Sunday to coordinate poli- 
cies following the election of 
right-wing Benyamin Netany- 
ahu as Israel's new prime 
minister. 

Syrian presidential spokes- 
man Joubran Koorieh said 
Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam was also 
present at the meeting at the 
presidential palace in the 
coastal resort of Latalria, 
some 350 kilometres north of 
Damascus. 

Mr. Hrawi's visit to Syria is 
•the first since Mr. Netany- 
ahu. who opposes the return 
of Israeli-occupied lands to 
Arabs, narrowly defeated 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
in last Wednesday's election. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon 
where it has some 35,000 
troops, Mr. Assad played a 
central role in bringing about 
an agreement ending a 17- 
day Israeli air and artillery 
blitz on Lebanon in April in 
response to rocket attacks by 
Hizbollah guerrillas on north- 
ern Israel. 

Diplomats said the Assad- 
Hrawi talks were part of in- 
tensive contacts between 
Arab leaders to discuss the 
impact of Mr. Netanyahu's 
victory on the Middle East 
peace process. 

They said Mr. Assad was 
expected to visit Egypt soon 
for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

officials said on Saturday 
that U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton had assured Mr. Assad in 
a message of Washington's 
continued commitment to 
make peace in the region. 

The U.S. -sponsored 
Syrian- Israeli peace talks are 
stalled oyer the fate of the 
Golan, security arrangements 
and future ties. 

Israel broke off the last 
round of peace talks with 
Syria and recalled its peace 
team from Washington in 
March after a wave of suicide 
bombings by Palestinian mili- 
tants which killed 59 people 
.in Israel. 

Lebanon’s peace talks with 
Israel opened as part of the 
Arab-Israeli peace confer- 


ence in Madrid in 1991 and 
broke off in February 1994. 

"President Clinton reaf- 
firmed the commitment of 
the United States in favour of 
a just, global and permanent 
peace in the region," the 
agency said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said Fri- 
day that he spoke with sever- 
al Arab leaders, including Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sharaa, after Netanyahu's 
victory in Israeli elections. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
urged the Arab leaders “not 
to pre- judge the new (Israeli) 
government." 

A Syrian paper on Sunday 
warned Mr. Netanyahu 
against making any moves 
that would threaten the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“After the return to power 
of the Israeli right-wing party 
Likud, we will be watching 
for any threat to the founda- 
tions of peace aimed at 
undermining the (peace) pro- 
cess," said the ruling Baath 
Party's newspaper. 

A1 Baath added that 
"peace is not the only issue 
Netanyahu must address to 
avoid the spectre of war." 

The paper said "the Amer- 
ican administration is the key 
party in whom we must put 
our faith to reach a conclu- 
sion to the peace process. 
The Americans must keep 
the Israeli leaders in hand 
and make them comply with 
international resolutions, re- 
gardless of whehter they be- 
long to Likud or to the 
Labour party." 

The official daily Al Thaw- 
ra called on the “internation- 
al community to stop Israeli 
leaders undermining or thre- 
atening the peace process 
which is currently at a cross- 
roads.” 

The paper said time was 
needed for the new Israeli 
government to be 
announced, but it warned: 
"Israeli leaders must under- 
stand that Syria will accept no 
compromise on Arab rights 
to the Golan and to other 
occupied territories." 

Mr. Netanyahu said during 
the campaign that he would 
not enter into discussions 
over the return tc Syria of the 
Golan Heights. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. public favours pressure on Israel 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A majority of Americans, 
favour pressuring Israel by withholding economic aid if the 
new Israeli government stops or slows the Middle East 
peace process, a poll showed Saturday. The Newsweek poll 
conducted Friday showed 69 per cent of those surveyed 
believe Washington should actively promote the Arab- 
Israeli peace process through diplomatic means even if new' 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu slows progress. 
Asked whether the United Slates should pressure Israel to 
continue the peace process or risk losing economic aid and 
other support. 59 per cent said Washington should, 30 said 
it should not and 1 1 per cent were undecided. Thirty-five 
per cent in the survey said the U.S. should support creation 
of a Palestinian state, while 39 per cent were opposed: that 
compared with 31 per cent in favour and 44 per cent 
opposed in a 1981 poll. The latest survey of 761 adults was 
conducted by Princeton Survey Research Associates and 
has a margin of error of four percentage points. 

Qatar agrees to Saudi mediation in dispute 

MANAMA fAP) — Qatar has agreed to withdraw a 
petition at the international court over a territorial dispute 
with Bahrain, but only if Saudi mediation can achieve a 
breakthrough. "When the Saudi mediation finds a satisfac- 
tory solution to the dispute for both parties we will 
withdraw the case." Qatar's foreign minister said. “Our 
door is still open for reaching a solution." the official Saudi 
Press Agency quoted Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem AI Thani. 
the Oatari minister, as saying. Bahrain on Friday called on 
Qatar to withdraw its ease at the International Court of 
Justice and solve the dispute through direct talks or Saudi 
mediation. Both parties had in the past sought Saudi 
mediation, but Qatar took the case to the International 
Court of Justice five years ago. Bahrain, on its part, has 
rejected the court's jurisdiction and hov colled its sessions. 

Britain rejects Libyan offer to try suspects 

CAIRO (AP) — Britain has again rejected a Libyan 
proposal to try two suspects in the 19X8 bombing of a Pan 
Am jet in an international court, an Egyptian newspaper 
said Sunday. Libya has repeatedly suggested trying the two 
Libyan suspects in an international court, but Britain and 
the United States have insisted the men be turned over to 
them for trial. Libya is under U.N. sanctions for its refusal 
to surrender the suspects. Arab League Secretary -General 
Esimat Abdul Meguid again carried the Libyan offer 
during a recent trip to Britain. 

British school in S. Arabia receives warning 

DUBAI (R) — The British school in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh said security authorities had been alerted to a 
written warning sent to the school, respecting nervousness 
among Westerners in the kingdom. The school, also known 
as Saudi Arabian International School, told parents in a 
letter handed to pupils on Saturday that it had received "a 
written communication which, whilst not directly threaten- 
ing. could be construed as such." The school letter, a copy 
of" which was obtained by Reuters, did not disclose the 
contents of the warning. "This has been passed to the 
British embassy who h ve taken up the matter with the 
Saudi security authentic...” said the letter, which was dated 
Mav 28. 


TEL AVIV (R) — The man 
hailed by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton as "one of the great 
peacemakers of our time" 
gave half a century of his life 
to a people who did not care 
enough to elect him. 

Five times in five tries. 
Shimon Peres failed at the 
Israeli ballot box — this time 
in squeaker to 46-year-old 
Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu. 

Israeli commentators said 
people just did not love him. 

."It is not a question of 
love." retorted cabinet minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin. 48. who for 
more than 18 years has 
served in political jobs under 
Mr. Peres. "There are poli- 
tical reasons." 

Even as the Labour Party 
licked its wounds, younger 
men who would succeed Mr.- 
Peres as its chairman — Fore- 
ign Minister Ehud Barak, a 
former army chief, and In- 
terior Minister Haim Ramon, a. 
political maverick — began 
jockeying for the job. 

Voter cynicism about Mr. 
Peres’ peace prophecies hurt 
the Israeli leader. 


So did alienation among 
religious Jews, who came out 
in droves for Mr. Netanyahu 
— and anger among Arab 
voters over civilian carnage in 
Israel's April ‘‘Operation 
Grapes of Wrath” blitz of 
Lebanon. 

it did not help Mr. Peres. 
72. that he devoted a lifetime 
to defending Israel, shaping 
its aviation industry and even 
securing its nuclear reactor. 

Mr. Netanyahu — and a 
majority of Israelis — blamed 
the Israeli leader for thinking 
he could make peace with 
Palestinians when suicide 
bombers were blowing away 
scores of Israelis. 

"The terrorist attacks in 
February and March this year 
did something, had an impact 
on the results." Mr. Beilin 
acknowledged in a Reuters 
interview. 

In campaign broadcasts 
and at their one debate. Mr. 
Netanyahu said he too could 
make peace — a secure 
peace, he said — and he 
hammered away at Israeli 
fears. 


He said Mr. Peres not only 
had failed to stand up to 
Israel's enemies but had also 
secretly planned to make 
concessions that no “patriot" 
could accept, such as the 
division of Jerusalem. Mr. 
Peres vehemently denied the 
charges. 

Ironically, when Mr. Peres 
did get tough during the cam- 
paign, it hurt him. His blitz of 
Lebanon in April aimed to 
stop Hizbollah guerrillas 
from firing rockets at Israel. 

But the killing of more 
than 200 people, mostly 
Lebanese civilians, in the 
bombardment shocked 
Israeli Arabs — who 
punished Mr. Peres at the 
polls. 

Borrowing a page from his 
assassinated predecessor Yii- 
zhak Rabin. Mr. Peres tried 
to look the military man. 
wearing a black bomber jack- 
et and touring the frontline 
with his generals. 

But Labour's campaign, 
chairman Binyamin Beii- 
Eliezer said the Israeli Arab 
protest vote cost Mr. Peres 


the mere 30.000 votes he 
needed to beat back Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Politicians dose to Mr. 
Peres said Labour suffered 
also at the hands of religious 
Jews who had the impression 
that the party, especially in 
its coalition with the leftist 
Meretz bloc, did not have 
their interests at stake. 

"The readiness of the reli- 
gious voters in Israel to vote 
for Bibt was in a way not 
expected by us, not in the 
same dimension — and they 
were zealous about his vic- 
tory." Mr. Beilin said. 

Labour Party officials ex- 
pect Mr. Peres- to head the 
opposition at least long 
enough for the party to 
mend. 

Yet already the Israeli 
media are full of reports of a 
growing political rivalry be- 
tween Mr. Ramon, a former 
trade union federation lead- 
er. and Mr. Barak, who in 
the army devised many tac- 
tics against the Palestinian 
uprising that erupted in 1987. 


Gaza 

airport 


Hamas renews its 
warning to Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The militant Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas vowed on Sunday to 
go on resisting Israel after the 
election of right-wing leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu as long 
as it occupied Palestinian 
land. 

Hamas said in a leaflet, its 
first official statement since 
Wednesday's Israeli elec- 
tions: "We in Hamas reaffirm 
the continuation of resistance 
as long as occupation per- 
sists." ~ . 

The group did not say how 
it would resist and there was 
no mention of military 
attacks or jihad (holy war or 
struggle). Hamas leaders iri 
Gaza refused to comment on 
the leaflet. 

Hamas, opposed to the 
Palestine Liberation Orga-i 
nisation (PLO) peace deal, 
claimed responsibility for 
four suicide bombings that, 
killed 39 people in Israel in 
February and March. 

Its exiled leadership re- 
jected last week's call by the 
movement's spokesman in 
Gaza. Mahmoud Zahar, to 
the group's military wing to 
halt attacks before the Israeli 
elections because it did not 
want to appear to be taking 
sides. • 


Bui Dr. Zahar said the 
military wing. Izzeddine AI 
Qassum. had accepted his 
appeal. 

"The (right-wing) Likud 
party and the (centre-left)" 
Labour are two sides of one 
coin. Both made Palestinians 
suffer." Dr. Zahar said after 
the elections in which Mr. 
Netanyahu defeated Labour 
Party Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

After Mr. Netanyahu's vic- 
tory. Hamas leaders gave 
warning of renewed violence 
if the new prime minister did 
not honour peace deals with 
the Palestinians. 

"We in Hamas see that the 
results of these elections reuf- 
firm that the political 
approach of our movement is 
right, which is. that the 
Palestinian people’s problem 
with the Zionists is one of 
occupation.” the leaflet said. 

"After weeks of anticipa- 
tion, the Zionists have 
chosen their new rulers, 
affirming the mistake of 
those who wrongly bet on 
illusionary changes in the : 
Zionist society towards 
coexistence and peace.” 
.Hamas said. 

It called on all Arabs to 
unite to face the new situa- 
tion. 


Opposition parties say 
Israeli elections proved 
hostility towards Arabs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Opposi- 
tion parties said Sunday the 
outcome of the Israeli elec- 
tions held last Wednesday 
dearly underlined the Jewish 
state's hostility to the Arab 
Nation and rejection of inter- 
national legitimacy in general 
and U.N. Security Council 
resolutions in particular. 

A statement issued Sunday 
■said the opposition parties' 
leaders held an emergency 
meeting to discuss the situa- 
tion in the region after “the* 
Jewish elections in occupied 
Palestine." 

The statement, a copy of 
which was made available to. 
the Jordan Times, said the 
election did not- produce un- 
expected results but stressed 
facts -on which Jhejewish 
state was based. 

"The Jordanian opposition 
parties view ^Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon) Peres and 
(Premier-elect) Benyamin 
Netanyahu as two faces of the 
same coin. They both agree 
on denying the Palestinian 
people their right to establish 
their independent stare and 
their natural right to self de- 
termination," the statement 
said. • ' 


It added that Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Netanyahu both re- 
fuse to withdraw from occu- 
pied Palestinian lands and 
seek to establish a substitute 
homeland for the Palestinians 
in Jordan. 

The parties said the Israeli 
elections had restored things' 
to the way they were before : 
the 1992 Madrid conference, 
which launched the Middle 
East peace process. 

“We again stress what we 
warned of the dangers inhe-. 
rent in the Oslo agreement 
(between the Israelis and- 
PaJestinians) and the Wadi 
Araba (Jordanian-Israeli-' 
peace) treaty and the perils 
threatening the Arab Nation, 
its existence? -and-. future - as 
well as. its, rights, in , Palestine 
and other Arab lands,*’ said 
the statement. 

It called for mobilising 
Arab masses to enable the- 
“Arab Nation to rise up to 
the level of challenges faring 
it” and to be able to defend 
its rights. 

It also urged Arab leaders 
to unify their ranks to fend 
off threats faring their coun- 
tries. 


British businessmen see no Saudi discrimination 


DUBAI (R) — Diplomats 
and business executives in 
Saudi Arabia said on Sunday 
they saw no signs of discri- 
mination against British firms 
because of the presence of a 
Saudi dissident in London. 

They said media reports 
that some companies were 
losing our on lucrative con- 
tracts in the world's largest 
oil producer and exporter 
had so far not been substanti- 
ated. 

"Die majority of British 
companies are doing business 
and are not seeing any discri- 
mination. They judge the 
situation by what is happen- 
ing on the ground." one. 
Western diplomat said. 

The continued presence in 
Britain of Mohammad Al 
Masaari had raised fears Lon- 
don would lost multi-billion 
dollar deals with Riyadh, a", 
major trading partner arid 
arms customer. 

The British government 
sought to deport him but on 
appeal he won the right io* 


reside in Britain for four 
years. 

Several British executives, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. told Reuters some com- 
panies were concerned but 
that there were no indications 
either from government de- 
partments or private Saudi 
companies chat they were not 
being favoured in business 
deals. 

"What is happening is that 
when a British company loses 
a contract . the first thing it 
does is blame it on political 
reasons. But there is no proof 
to that, "an engineering com- 
pany executive said. 

One British businessman 
said some British companies 
"feel a little bit anxious, but 
we don't see a reason to 
panic." 

He said he hud heard of 
British firms which won con- 
tracts since the Masaari con- 
troversy. but did not have 
details. 

A British embassy official 
•said at least four British firms 


hud won Saudi deals since the 
Masaari controversy began. 

"We have also organised 
visits, exhibitions and trader 
missions in Saudi Arabs with 
full cooperation (of author- 
ities) and with great success." 
he told Reuters. 

Britain has 114 joint ven- 
tures in Saudi Arabia with 
total capital of 3.4 billion 
riyals (S906 million). 1994 fi- 
gures show. 

Another British embassy 
official said: "We have been 
assured by Saudi officials at 
the highest level that there is 
no policy of discrimination 
against British firms." 

The executives said British- 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm" 
Rifkind was planning to visit. 
Saudi Arabia, but did not; 
know when. 

Mr. Rifkind said recently 
that Saudi Arabia had, 
assured Britain that it would' 
not discriminate against Brit- 
ish firms. 

Britain has asked British 
firms claiming trading prob- 


lems with Saudi Arabia to 
produce proof. 

Engineering group Bab- 
cock International said in 
April it had sropped bidding 
for Saudi contracts after it 
lost three or four in seven 
months amid political ten- 
sion. 

It said it had no direct 
proof. 

The Financial Times news- 
paper on friday said docu- 
ments showed that British 
civil engineering contractors 
hud been excluded by Saudi 
Aramco from bidding for oil 
-and gas projects. 

Since the mid-!9K(h> Saudi 
Arabia and Britain have con- 
cluded arms deals worth 
more than $30 billion for a 
variety of sophisticated' 
weapons including ships and 
aircraft. 

British firms aree in the 
running for several deals in- 
cluding battle tanks, missiles.' 
warplanes and other com- 
mercial orders. 


RAFAH (Agencies) — 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat's new official plane on 
Sunday inaugurated Gaza s 
first international airport. 

"It's one of the most im _ 
portant projects, and ihis 
shows how we are moving to 
implement the peace pro- 
cess.” Mr. Arafat told repor- 
ters after his 13-seai Dutch^ 
made plane landed in the 
Palestinian self-rule zone. 

Palestinian pilot Ziad Aziz, 
who flew the plane from 
Egypt, waved a small Palesti- 
nian flag from the cockpit as 
the plane touched down on 
the newly-built 2.700-metre 
runway. The plane was a gift 
from the Algerian govern- 
ment. 

Workers and engineers 
cheered. 

“I landed in all the world s 
airports, but this landing was 
the first in the history of 
Palestine." said Mr. Aziz. “1 
couldn't control my rears 
when I spoke to the Palesti- 
nian control tower." 

Israel still controls air. land 
and sea access to Gaza, and 
Israeli officials were at the 
airport to demonstrate that 
continued sovereignty. Mr. 
Arafat, surrounded by jubi- 
lant Palestinian police, 
walked to the plane clutching 
the hands of two Israeli 
policemen. 

The airport has one run- 
way. Officials said they ex- 
pected to complete a terminal 
-within a year. 

They said the airport is 
expected to cost $48 million, 
■of which SIS million has 
already been spent. 

"This represents 
sovereignty and independ- 
ence and is the start of the 
creation of a Palestinian 
.state.” declared Mr. Arafat., 

"This is the realisation of a 
very important project which 
is vital for the Palestinian 
territories.'* he said, before 
taking the hands of the two 
Israeli officers and telling 
them, "you are most wel- 
come here." 

Mr. Arafat was scheduled 
to use the air strip for the first 
time Monday when he takes 
off for an official visit to 
London, but no other aircraft 
have been authorised to fly in 
or out of the airfield, officials 
said. 

Shlomo Dror. spokesman 
for the coordinator of Israeli 
activities in the Palestinian 
territories, said further nego- 
tiations were needed before 
the Gaza airport could be 
completed and become fully 
operational. 

Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
signed a preliminary agree- 
ment late last month on 
opening the airfield after 
months of wrangling over 
how responsibility for secur- 
ity at the facility would be 
shared by Palestinian and 
Israeli authorities. : 

Under the terms of the 
-agreement, the airport was 
declared a "special area" 
where Israeli authorities 
would retain overall responsi- 
bility for security in checking 
incoming and outgoing pas- 
sengers and freight. Mr. Dror 
said. 

. Israel's BenGurion inter- 
national airport outside Tel 
Aviv will handle air traffic 
control, he said. 

Mr. Dror said subcommit- 
tees set up id resolve the final 
outstanding issues concerning 
security and air traffic control 
should submit their reports 
within two to three weeks 
and until then no aircraft 
other than Mr. Arafat's 
would be authorised to land. 


Serb hardliners’ poll victory ’could shatter Bosnia’ 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
Bosnian government wants 
mid-September elections on 
time but fears the likely vic- 
tory of Serb hardliners would 
legitimate their isolationist 
policy and eventually lead to 
secession, a senior official 
said on Sunday. 

"The elections will only- 
help Karadzic's hardliners 
win international legitima- 
cy." Bosnian Ambassador to 
tfie United Nations Moham- 
mad Sacirbey told Reuters in 
an interview. 

"Once they win under in- 
ternational auspices they can 
really crack down on demo- 
cracy. on refugees, seal their 
burdens, due whatever they- 
want." he said. 

"After the elections they 
will opt for obstruction in 
federation bodies and even- 
tually secede and join Ser- 
bia." 

The Dayton agreement 
split Bosnia' into two almost 


equal' entities, the Bosnian 
Serb Republika Srspka and 
the Muslim-Croat federation, 
loosely bound together in a 
single sovereign state with 
joint governing bodies. 

The agreement was signed 
last December by Slobodan 
Milosevic who had to apply 
fierce pressure on Bosnian 
Serb hardliners led by Rado- 
van Karadzic to accept it. 

The Dayton deal says Mr. 
Karadzic.an indicted war cri- 
minal. must step down. Not 
- only he has refused to do so 
but instead has even shored 
up his position by sacking 
moderate politicians and 
cracking down on indepen- 
dent media. 

The Davion deal also 
stipulates, freedom of move*, 
ment and safe return of hun- 
dreds of thousands of re- 
•fugees. victims of widespread 
ethnic cleansing. 

All of Bosnia's three ethnic 
groups have violated the 


Dayton principles to some 
extent by blocking the move- 
ment of rival refugees and 
harassing minorities. 

But the Bosnian Serbs 
have been particularly obsti- 
nant. They have closed their 
borders to non-Serbs and 
over the past few weeks laun- 
ched a new wave of expul- 
sions of Muslims and Croats 
in the Teslic area to the dis- 
may of the international com- 
munity. 

The Bosnian Serbs' ob- 
structionist policy is now 
forcing the international 
community to pressure Mr.- 
Milosevic to make good on 
his Davion t pledge to oust. 
Mr. Karadzic. 

The future of Mr. Karadzic, 
was a key topic at Sunday's 
talks on Bosnia in Geneva.' 

But many diplomats fear. 
Mr. Karadzic is just a tip of 
the isolationist Serbian: 
iceberg. Although Mr.' 
Karadzic's equally hardline' 


deputy Biljana Plavsic"' on 
Saturday promised to change 
tack and allow freedom of 
movement, a free press and 
the return of refugees, diplo- 
mats are still deeply suspi- 
cious of her commitment. 

Mr. Sacirbey said the en- 
tire situation has put the Bos- 
nian government in a very 
tight spot. 

"The problem is that there 
are so many pressure now 
particularly on (Bosnian 
President Alija) Izetbego- 
vic.” he said. 

Mr. Sacirby argued that 
Mr. Izetbegovic was caught 
between his desire for elec- 
tions only under the right 
conditions — a free press, 
freedom of movement and 
free association — and the 
international drive, led by the 
United States, to hold them 
at any price. 

"So he (Izetbegovic) has to 
walk a very fine path. So far 
the .path is — conditions 


don't exist. We would hope 
the conditions exist. Philo- 
sophically we do want elec- 
tions but under these condi- 
fons Jt does not make 
ense.” he said. 

He Bosnian diplomat 
argued the United States was 
insisting on premature elec- 
tions to satisfy domestic 
pressures in the presidential 
race, and said the interna- 
tional community- would be 
responsible if the Bosnian 
poll collapsed. 

"The international com- 
munity wants the elections 
and obviously they will get it. 
We feel like we are ina car 
behind . the steering wheel 
while the West is stepping on 
the Gas. Our side of the car is 
in good condition while the- 
other is out of alignment, 
f "Wfo* 1 we are saving is. if 
you step on the gas in such a- 
car it is bound to crash and 
you will be blamed." he said : 





